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INTRODUCTION. 


Ar TER the many publications upon 
equeftrian fubjects, it may appear to fome 
rather extraordinary that matter either new, 
infiruétive, or entertaining, can be produced 
to excite the ferious attention even of thofe, 
who are the moft curious in their par- 
ticular ftuds and different appropriations ; 
but fuch admiration will as readily fubfide, 
upon a retrofpective allufion to the origi- 
nal motives of the various writers, the al- 
moft unlimited extent of the fubject, the 
conftantly encreafing eflimation of the ob- 
ject treated on, and the confignment to 

8 perpetual 
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perpetual oblixion of many literary produc- 
tions, (unfortunately for their authors) fo 
foon as they were brought to the teft of 


public inveftigation. 


The Gentleman’s Stable DireGtory, hav- 
ing by the unprecedented rapidity of its 
circulation through zen large editions, and 
the acknowledged utility of its inftruétions ; 
in a great degree fuperfeded former opi- 
nions, and eftablifhed the profeffional repu- 
tation of the writer; it will be hardly con- 
fidered a mark of prefumption, that (under 
the flattering influence of popularity) the 
fame pen fhould once more afpire to the hope 
of applaufe, in his defire to extend the fyf- 
tem of management to a degree of confift- 
ency hitherto undeferibed by any one of the 
numerous authors, who have preceded us 


upon the fame or fimilar fubjects. 
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So far as HEALTH and CONDITION are 
preferable to dijfeafe, fo much more defir- 
able muft PREVENTION ever prove to the 
neceflity of cure. The purport of the pre- 
fent undertaking will, therefore, be found 
appertaining much more to fuch parts of 
ftabularian difcipline, as come under’ the 
diftin@ion of NovELTY, and not treated on 
in a direct way, than at all applicable to the 
inveftigation or cure of difeafe; unlefs in 
occafional allufions or medical references 
evidently branching from the fubjea@, and 
tending to corroborate and improve the in- 
tentional uniformity of the whole. It be- 
ing the predominant with of the Writer, to 
render this publication fuch kind of colla- 
teral appendage to Tue Stasie Direc- 
TORY, as may conflitute 7 both, a com- 
plete chain of ufeful and entertaining in- 


ftruction for the improvement of the {pe-" 


e cies ¥ 
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cies; their management in /ickne/s or health, 
the field or fable, including, under diftine 
heads, fuch faéis from experience and infer- 
ences from nature, as will, the author is 
earneitly induced to hope, procure him the 
approbation of thofe, by the fanéction of 
whofe extenfive patronage he has been al~ 


ready fo very highly honoured. 


% 


THE 
MODERN SYSTEM 


OP 
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BREEDING, 


TC'ROM its general magnitude, prevalent 
fafhion, and great utility, is certainly 
entitled to precede every other fubjeét, up- 
on which we fhall have occafion to enlarge, 
in the courfe of the work before us; and 
will afford ample opportunity to introduce 
fuch remarks and inftruétions, as may evi- 
dently tend to improve what is how become 
fo univerfal, that the world at large, either 
in pleafure, agriculture, ot commerce, feem 
interefted in its fuccefs. Previous to em- 
barkation in fo extenfive a field for invefti- 
gation, it may be applicable to obferve, 
that whatever opinions may be promulgated 
as matters of recommendation, they are not 
VoL. II. B to 
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to be confidered the delufive effect of f{pe- 
culative rumination, but the refult of long 
perfonal experience and attentive obfetvation: 
among horfes in my own pofleffion,. from 
brood mares and colts to every defcription, 


whether for the Furf, Field, Road, or Draft. 


Although fome of the fubjeéts upon which 
we proceed to treat, may have been flight- 
ly mentioned by writers who have gone be- 
fore us, it is generally known to have been 
in fo fuperficial and unconnected a way, 
that little information, or inflruction. could 
be at all gleaned from their endeavours; a 
few loofe hints upon each having been di- 
ereflively obtruded, or indifcriminately,. in- 
troduced, amid{t topics to which they did 
not bear the leaft allufion, and from whence 
conclufions of the fmalleft utility could ne- 
ver be drawn.. 


Thefe errors it has been the principal de- 
fign to correct, by reducing to diftin heads 
all fuch obfervations and remarks as contti- 
tute the body of the work, and are intended 
as incentives to. general improvement upon 
the great variety of fubje@ts we fhall en- 

, deavour 


BREEDING. ; 
deavour to contra into one regular and 
uniform point of view, with as little refer. 
ence to, or animadverfion upon others, as 
the nature of fuch publication will admit. 


So much has been faid upon the origin; 
inveftigation and cure of difeafe, in our for-= 
mer volume of The Stable Directory, that 
we fhall advert as little as poffible to medi- 
cal confiderations; unlefs where from new 
oecafions, or recent difcoveries, they be- 
come intimately and unavoidably connected 
with the fubject under difcuffion, as will 
probably prove the cafe with fome few 
heads, before we arrive at the goal of our 
undertaking. 


BREEDING, though a fubject of palpable 
importance to the improvement of this moft 
_ ufeful animal, feems to have received lefs 
affiftance from literary exertion than any 
other that has ever attracted the time or 
attention of thofe naturalifts, who have in 
other refpeéts contributed largely to the ad- 
vantage and entertainment of the public. 
This affertion, generally confidered, has one 
ftriking exception in the peculiar and con- 

B a2 ftantly 
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ftantly encreafing, circumf{pection, to im- 
prove (if poffible) what abfolutely appears 
to have already reached the very fummit of 
perfection: It will be readily conceived I 
allude to the almoft incredible care and at- 
tention beftowed upon the breed and ma- 
nagement of our blood horfes for the turf, 
at this moment efteemed equal (if not fupe- 
rior) in jpeed, bottom, and difcipline to any 
other in the known world, particularly fince 
the fafhionable rage for radians has fo 
gradually declined. 


Perfonal emulation amongft fome of the 
firft characters in the three kingdoms for 
near a century paft (with the moft unre- 
mitting perfeverance and practical experi- 
ence of the fubordinate claffes, upon the ad- 
vantageous crofles in blood, bone, fhape, make, 
and frength) has rendered NEWMARKET 
not only the firft feat of Equeftrian cele- 
brity, but to a dreeder and /port/man, one of 
the moft enchanting {cenes the univerfe has 
to produce. This part of the fpecies hav- 
ing, under fuch accumulated power and in- 
duftry, attained the very pinnacle of pre- 
eminence, nothing can be introduced to 

breeders 
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breeders of fuch nice diftin@ion, that will 
poffibly add weight, or give force to fo com- 
pi te a fyftem of unfullied perfeGion: As 
it is, however, generally admitted this fyftem- 
atic Knowledge is by no means univerfal, 
fuch ufeful ‘remarks and appertaining ob- 
fervations will be occafionally introduced 
under this head, as will afford ufeful intel- 
ligence or inftru€tion to thofe who have 
commenced breeders, without adverting to 
the qualifications or advantages abfolutely 
requifite for the fuccefsful management of 
a breeding ftud, chad rah 


Taking leave for the prefent of b/d, 
pedigree, and fafbion, we advert to the very 
capital breed of real Englifh hunters, and 
beautiful draft or carriage horfes, for which 
the counties of York, Leicefter, Lincoln, and 
Northampton are fo defervedly famous; they 
are certainly entitled to take the lead of 
every other county in the kingdom, not 
more in the care and fuperiority of their 
breed, than the confiftency of their pro- 
ceedings to improve it. This preference, 
fo generally known and univerfally admitted, 
will create no furprife when we recollect 

|e how 
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how admirably gifted by nature thofe couns 
ties are with requifite advantages, that other 
parts of England have not to boaft; nor can 
they, from locality of fituation, ever obtain, 


Situate as the inhabitants are for thefe 
conveniences, they have confequently de- 
dicated more time and attention to the im- 
provement of the fpecies in general, for 
the purpofes of emolument, than the natives 
of moft other counties, where the attempt 
(however judicioufly made) becomes in fome 
degree abortive, not only in refpect to the 
deceptive expectation of profit, but a cer- 
tain degeneracy from {uch heterogeneous uni- 
ons (if 1 may be allowed the expreffion) as 
will be hereafter more clearly explained. 


Cuftoms and opinions upon this fubject 
are both loca] and numerous, notwithftand- 
ing which they are frequently fubfervient 
to. exigence of circumftances, and become 
productive of a propagation calculated for 
little more than a confumption of food, 
without a fingle prominent or diftinguifhing 
mark of blood, ftrength, or utility, 


There 


BREEDING. 7 
There are many fubftantial reafons to be 
adduced, why the breeders of the northern 
counties exceed all-other parts of England, 
in the confiftency, ftrength, fafbion, and fym- 
metry of their flock; for exclufive of their 
natural advantages of the moft luxuriant 
pafture, and temperate climate for fuch pur- 
pofe, they ‘are rigidly attentive to every 
component minutie of the whole; not only 
to the fhape, make, bone, ftrength, and uni- 
formity of both fre and dam, but likewife 
to hereditary defects, blemifhes, and defor 
Mities, rejecting every probability of //azz or 
injury, divefted of the paltry penurious con+ 
fiderations by which the conduc of many 
are regulated, who have been breeding a// 
their lives, without the fatisfa@tion of hay- 
ang ever once had a horfe or mare of figure, 
fafhion, or value in their poffeffion, 


This is a fact fo clearly eftablifhed, it will 
come home to the remembrance of every 
reader, when taking a mental furvey of his 
tural neighbours, amongft whom he will ' 
perfectly recollect fome one or more fo invin= 
cibly attached to the merits of a d/ind feal- 
dion, or the virtues of his own /pider-legged 
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mare, that deftitute of judgment, and deaf 
to remonftrance, he ranks (in imagination) 
the produce a prodigy even in embryo, and 
proceeds regularly, year after year, encreafing 
the number, without a fingle addition to the 
improvement of the {pecics, 


Thefe are the kind of Aypothetical breed- 
ers, (and great plenty there are) who cal- 
culate doubly in error, by calculating upon 
profit, without a fingle contingent reflection 
upon /o/5; ridiculoufly fuppofing a mare in 
foal, or after delivery, can fupport her own 
frame, and that of her offspring, upon /e/s 
food than any other horfe or mare in conftant 
“work ; and begin breeding under an idea that 
it will be attended with little or no expence: 
Thus totally inadequate (or indifferent) to the 
generating of flefh, blood, and bone by the ef- 
fect of nutrition, they penurioufly and inhu- 
manly adopt a kind of temporary poverty, and 
after a year or two of artificial famine feem 
greatly furprifed, that ar and exerci/e alone 
have not produced a colt, or filly, of equal 
axe, firength, and perfection, with thofe who 
have omitted no one expenfe or neceflary 
avquifition, that could in the leaft contribute 
to 
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to the formation of points fo very defirable, 
in objects of fuch tedious expetation, and 
no little anxiety, before their merits or de- 
ficiencies could be at all fatisfactorily afcer- 
tained. To avoid the accufation or even 
fufpicion of intentional repetition, the unin. 
formed reader is referred for an inveftiga- 
tion of nutriment, its procefs and effects, to 
Vol. I, of the Sraste DirectTory, under 
the articles of feeding, furfeit, and mange, 
where he may collect every information, he 
can poflibly require upon the fubject. 


Thofe who fucceed beft, and render the 
bufinefs of breeding a matter of emolument, 
are evidently gentlemen, graziers or farmers, 
who adhere clofely to the plan of producing 
a diftinct ftock for either the turf, freld,? or 
draft, by a dire& fyftematic union of the re- 
quifite qualifications in both fire and dam, 
without falling into the erroneous opinion 
of forming an excellent hunter from a blood 
horfe and cart mare; with fimilar changes 
eternally ringing by thofe who fall into the 
egregious miltake, of expecting that an e- 
qual partition of qualities from both fire and 
dam, will be fo critically blended, as to 

. conftitute 
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conftitute a medium exactly between both, 
when every judicious obferver will be ena- 
bled to corroborate the opinion, that the 
event frequently proves the error and de- 
monftrates a palpable degeneracy from even 
the worft of the two. 


Thefe are the kinds of connection I have 
before termed heterogeneous, upon experi- 
mental conviction, in {uch propagation; the 
natural fluggifhnefs and inactivity of the old 
Englith draft horfe, whether it be in fire or 
dam, generally predominates in the offs- 
pring, conftituting an object of difappoint- 
ment where fo much improvement was ex- 
pected by the crofs, I believe (without ad- 
verting to memory) that in a number of 
years paft, I may boldly venture to affirm, I 
could number at leaft-twenty within the ex- 
tenfive circle of my own acquaintance, who 
full of expectation, and certain of fuccefs, 
(in oppofition to every perfuafion) pofitive- 
ly believed they fhould produce ftrong bo- 
ney hunters of figure, fathion, {peed, and 
ftrength in this way, when Time, the ex- 
pofitor of all doubts, has at length reduced 
the conjeQure toa certainty; and after wait- 


ing 
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ing four or five years for the fruit of their 
expectation to attain perfection, the prodigy 
has been unavoidably doomed to the drud- 
gery of a butcher’s tray, or the market cart 
of fome induftrious mechanic. 


To this defeription of breeders, who are 
continually promoting the propagation of 
the fpecies, without a fingle confiftent idea, 
or relative confideration to the neceflary re= 
quifites of country and keep, or qualifica- 
tions of fire and dam, (with an additional 
prepoffeffion in favour of certain ridiculous 
croffes) are we indebted for the infinity of 
horfes annually produced in almoft every 
(improper) part of the kingdom, that from 
want of fhape, make, bone, fize, and ftrength 
are of no proportional value to the expenfe 
they have occafioned ; they can pafs under 
no diftiné denomination, are applicable to 
no particular purpofe, but become an expen- 
five burden to the owners, who, too fre- 
quently fond of their own produ@ion, fix an 
imaginary value upon their imperfections, and 
year after year permit them to confume food 
and fodder that might evidently be appro- 

priated 
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priated to fervices of much greater public 
utility and private emolument. 


To the conftant increafe of horfes that are 
of little or no value, may be attributed, in a 
collateral degree, the alarming advance in 
almoft every neceffary of life where the in- 
digent and neceffitous are moftly interefted 
without exception: But as the introduction 
of minute calculations to demonftrate the 
fact, would be digrefling from the fubje& 
before us, I fhall only refer the attention of 
the curious reader for a moment, to a com- 
parative reflection upon the incredible con- 
fumption of pafturage in fummer, and corn 
with hay in winter, that might through orher 
channels be much more adapted to the pros 
motion of a general good, 


After the remarks hitherto introduced 
upon the inconfiftency and very fa/hionable 
abfurdity, of even attempting to breed horfes 
in fuch parts of the kingdom as are but ill 
adapted to the purpofe, whether from the 
hilly ftate of the country, the infertility of 
the foil, want of luxuriance in the pafture, 
or many other concomitant obftacles, (totally 

unats 
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unattended to. by the parties concerned) it 
becomes perfectly applicable, to revert once 
more to the frequent and inconfiderate prac- 
tice of uniting horfes and mares, with every 
joint hereditary blemifh or defect that can 
render the offspring unpromifing ; with- 
out a fingle perfection, or encouraging ray 
of expectation, to conftitute a junction of 
points, poflibly tending in the leaft to form 
@ produce even tolerably adequate to the par- 
ticular purpofe for which-it may be intend- 
ed when at a proper age it is brought into 
ufe. Such breeders {eldom pay the leaft at~ 
tention to merits, tempers, vices, conftituti- 
onal blemifbes, or hereditary defects of either 
fire or dam; the grand and leading objeét is, 
to obtain a horfe or mare of their * own 
breed:” in that happy thought alone is to 
confift their perfection, and in fuch ex- 
panded idea is buried every juft or relative 
confideration. 


Predominant reafons are by no means 
wanting to elucidate this ftrange and invin- 
cible infatuation ; for penury in fome, abfo- 
lute inadvertency in others, and palpable 
indolence in the remaining clafs, effect the 

annual 
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annual increafe toa certainty; the fame uns 
accountable prejudice that prompts them to 
commence breeders, without a confiftent 
qualification in horfe or mare, influences 
them alfo to referve a colt of fuch breed to 
perform the office of Sraxution, in the vi- 
cinity of their own refidence, that the ab- 
furdity began by themfelyes may be perfe- 
vered in by others: This prodigy, with all 
his imperfections, is permitted to cover gra- 
tis, or for a trifling pecuniary confideration 
to the fervant, (as a complete gratification 
of the owner’s ambition in breeding) and 
proving a local convenience, is readily em- 
braced by the inactive claffes before deferib- 
ed, while others of more prudence, fpirit, 
emulation, or confiftency of condué, will ra- 
ther fend a mare fifty miles, and encounter 
any confequent expenfe, to obtain a horfe 
whofe fhape, make, bone, ftrength, and ac- 
tion are calculated to correfpond with the 
dam, promifing to produce a colt or filly, 
adequate in figure and value to the purpofe 
originally intended. 


Notwithftanding thefe. neceflary precau- 
tions, the long ftanding adage of there be« 


ing 
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ing *‘no one rule without an exception,” is 
fometimes verified; and this even in the 
firft blood fiuds in the kingdom, where the 
ftricteft attention to every confonant point 
is fo rigidly perfevered in, that the leaft de- 
viation from fymmetry, {peed and perfeétion 
could hardly be believed, did not the refult 
fo clearly demonftrate the frequency of the 
fact, 


Extraordinary as fuch circumftance may 
appear, it is certainly true that many of the 
moft capital runners, when they have be- 
come ftallions, feldom or ever begot a win- 
ner, though the mares have been feleGed, 
with the greateft care as objects of equal 
perfection. Thefe remain among the ab- 
ftrufe receffes of nature that will, perhaps, 
ever continue unexplained ; we may there- 
fore patiently adopt a fuppofition as a fubfti- 
tute for difcovery, prefuming, ‘* fo far thal 
ye go, and no farther,” is all that can be 
advanced in elucidation of the fubject. 


In, corroboration of this well-authen- 
ticated affertion, great numbers might be 
particularized of the prefent day, where the 

progeny 


16 BREEDING. 


progeny have degenerated in almoft every 
point from fire and dam ;’ but the rapid fuc- 
ceflion of one capital horfe upon another, 
(feafon after feafon) would render the names 
of fuch as might now be mentioned, a matter 
of oblivion to future readers, and prove to 
them little or nothing of an opinion we 
wifh to eftablith beyond the power of con- 
tradition. 


So much chance appertains to the act of 
breeding for the Turf, that one lucky get 
very frequently conftitutes a Sraxiion of 
Fasuion, to which the rage of future fea- 
fons becomes incredibly fubfervient ; innu- 
merable inftances might be quoted in proof 
of this fporting credulity, but we will con- 
tract the number to fuch only as are too 
eminent in their ftock ever to be forgotten, 
fo long as the pedigrees of “* great, great, 
great, great, great grand dams and grand- 
fires” fhall be tranfmitted to pofterity. 


It is now within the memory of hun- 
dreds upon the turf, that old Marfe (a moft 
capital runner of his time) covered in Wind« 
for Foreft and its neighbourhood, a very 
great number of mares fo low as half a 

guinea 
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Quinea each, but upon the production of 
Ecuipse, (a horfe whofe almoft unprece- 
dented qualifications and performances will 
in all probability never be forgotten) his 
price was enhanced to fifty guineas, and 
that only for a certain number in the feafon, 
out of which (though much advanced in 
years) he produced many winners, when 
the {election of mares became fo much in 
his favour. 


Such fluctuation of popularity ftill de- 
pends upon the uncertainty of events, an 
additional proof of which deferves to be 
recorded as worthy the attention of fportf- 
men to whom it is not very generally known, 
though too well authenticated to admit even 
a fhadow of doubt, and reduces toa certainty 
the former obfervation, that CHance alone 
is often entitled to the merit {0 conftantly 
attributed to judgment and penetration. 


The dam of Ec/ipfe having been covered 
in that feafon by both SHakesPearE and 
MARrskK, it remained a matter of doubt for . 
fome days with his late Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of Cumberland and his ftud groom, 

You, yh . C to. 
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to which the colt fhould be afcribed; how- 
ever, the time of the mare’s bringing forth 
(during the great Eclipfe) coming neareft 
to the day fhe was booked to have been 
covered dy Marfk, to him was attributed 
the diftinguithed honour of getting one of 
the firft horfes in the known world; whofé 
ftrength, power and {peed were fo great, that 
he with eafe double-diftanced the moft capital 
horfes when running with twelve ftone for 
the king’s plate, and afterwards wa/ked over 
moft of the king’s plate courfes in the king- 
dom. The doubt refpe@ting his fre hav- 
ing been thus removed, with at leaft an 
apparent degree of precifion, it may natu- 
rally be fuppofed to have been decided 
with the ftricteft juftice; but had fuch 
doubt ftill exifted upon his own pedigree, 
the fuperiority of his qualifications would 
have appeared in his produce, he having 
proved the fire of a moft wonderful progeny 
in Mercury, Meteor, Soldier, Gunpowder, 
King Fergus, Dungannon, Bowdrow, ‘tu- 
piter, Vertumnus, and many others too nu- 
merous to recite, whofe blood (info great 
a variety of branches) will no doubt be 
‘ continued 
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continued with fafhionable crofles to the 
end of time. 


It is hardly poffible for one little acquaint- 
ed with the cuftoms and manners of the 
turf to conceive, how the decifion of a fin- 
gle match or fweepftakes alters the proper- 
ties and value of a ftallion, whofe reputation 
is placed (in blood and performance) upon 
the fummit of eminence; for fhould fome 
of the firft of his get that ftart fortunately 
become winners, fuch circumftance inftantly 
enhances his fuperiority to a degree of en- 
thufiafm, and more bufinefs being marked 
out.for him in the act of pro-creation than 
nature is equal to, his number of mares are 
confequently limitted, and he becomes im- 
mediately an object of great annual emolu- 
ment, feveral inftances having occurred in 
the laft twenty years, where different ftal- 
lions have produced to their owners five and 
twenty hundred pounds 7 one fea/on. 


But in this flate of acknowledged ex- 
cellence and fuperiority, they are {till fub- 
ject to the verfatility of chance, and one 
** unlucky ftep for ever damns their fame ;> 
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for two or three of his get being beat at a 
fubfequent Newmarket meeting, the vic- 
torious fire foon fuperfedes the favourite, 
who, falling into the back ground of the 
picture, glides imperceptibly to an almoft 
total cblivion. In fuch fluctuation or fuc- 
eeffion, fubmits the fame of an Herod to an 
Eeclipfe, an Evergreen to a Sweethriar, and 
a very long lift’ of etceteras to thofe reign- 
ing favourites of the prefent day Highflyer 
and Woodpecker, the former of which hav- 
ing produced thirty-nine winners of ninety- 
one capital prizes, and the latter feventeen 
Winners of fifty-four, both in the year 1789 
only, it will create no furprife that they at 
prefent enjoy, under the funthine of popular 
“influence, a more extenfive and beautiful 


Jeregho than any Arabian on earth has ever 
had to boaft, 


Having ventured a few remarks upon 
what I before termed exceptions to general 
rules, or predominant Opinions, it becomes 
perfectly confiftent to ftrengthen a belief of 
{uch poffibilities, by the recital of a direct 
contraft within my own knowledge and 
perfec remembrance, of a galloway that ne- 

ver 
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ver exceeded ¢hirteen hands, though got by 
Marfk, (who was a large horfe) out of a 
full fized hackney mare in the neighbour- 
hood of Windfor; as well as a very large, 
boney, handfome ufeful gelding full fifteen 
hands, out of a poney mare under twelve, 
that was bought of a troop of gipfies near 


_ Bafingftoke for a fingle guinea. An_en- 


creafed lift of fuch inftances might be eafily 
formed and equally authenticated; but thefe 
are iuflicient to encounter the affertions of 
thofe who fem firmly to believe the im- 
practicability, of obtaining Jone, fia OF 
ftrength, but from horfes and mares of fuch 
fize and bone only; and although it is cer- 
tainly right to admit the probability of de- 
viation from fire and dam in fuch cafes, yet 
the minute invefligation of caufes mutt 
lead us into a field of phyfical reafoning, 
and anatomical difquifition, that would prove 
in general reading too remote and, extenfive 
for the fubje@ before us, ' 


There are, however, very. juft and fair 
reafons to be adduced, why thefe contrafts 
fo frequently occur in oppofition to the ef- 
tablithed notions of breeding, without at all 
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adverting to an abftrufe animadverfion upon 
the “ animalcule in femine mafculino,” the 
probable expanfion or contraction of the 
uterus, the act of generation, the crifis 
of conception, the formation and growth of 
the fetus in embryo, with other relative 
confiderations that might very well bear 
ferious and fcientific inveftigation, were we 
at all inclined to perplex by the introduction 
of conjectures calculated to promote the 
learned lucubrations of a certain fociety, 
but little to entertain the members of a 
{porting club at Newmarket, or to improve 
the different gradations of their numerous 
dependents, 


The uncertainty of all human expedtations 
being therefore univerfally admitted, and 
fuch matters of opinion only pafled over as 
can never be brought to the decifive teft 
of infallibility; it is natural to conclude 
(notwithftanding fuch cafual deviations } 
much more may be expeéted in the produce, 
from a direct coincidence of parts with an 
union of ftrength, fhape and fymmetry, than 
from any improper or convenient connection 
founded only upon the decal fituation of fire 

and 
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and dam, without a fingle reference to their 
different natural blemifhes, defeéts, imper- 
fections, or hereditary taints, of which ma- 
ny may be frequently difcovered by care and 
the neceflary circum{pedction. 


After the introduction of fuch remarks 
as evidently tend to conftitute the neceflary 
apology for, and prelude to the undertaking, 
it will be naturally expected I fhould revert 
to inftructions that become immediately 
worthy the attention of every young and 
inexperienced breeder, who feels a defire 
to excel in his ftock from the motive of 
emulation, amufement or emolument. It 
has been before hinted, that thofe fucceed 
‘beft for either who propagate the different 
kinds according to the diftin& fpecies of 
each, whether for the Lurf, Fie/d, or Draft, 
without defcending to the adoption of crofles 
in themfelves erroneous and feldom produc- 
tive. 


In the prefent enormous price given for 
horfes of every denomination (univerfally 
faid and believed to be occafioned by the 
conftant and unprecedented exportation of 
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our moft valuable Englith breed) it is al- 
moft difficult to decide, which clafs contri- 
butes moft to the profit of the breeder. I 
cannot, however, in my own opinion, hefi- 
tate a moment to pronounce the preference 
to have fallen upon thofe that turn the foon- 
eft into fpecie: Of thefe, for inftance, are 
the beft bred d/o0d frock, now in the higheft 
and moft incredible ftate of cultivation; the 
common marketable prices of thefe, if of 
the firft pedigrees, and brought to a promif- 
ing fize when yearlings, are one hundred and 
fifty guineas for co/ts, and one hundred for 
Jilies, at which they pafs current, provided 
they are croffed in blood from any of the 
flallions whofe celebrity we have before had 
occafion to mention. 


Without enlarging upon this fort of fport. 
ing {peculation, I thall only obferve, that 
under certain regulations and very nice dif- 
tinction, with great care and unremitting at- 
tention, this may prove amuch more profit- 
“able mode of breeding for thofe who with 
to afcertain a fixed emolument, (without 
hazarding the lofs of a certainty in breaking, 
training, racing, Gc.) as is the prudent 
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practice of the moft eminent dealer in the 
kingdom, who is annually accumulating a 
very confiderable fortune by the conftant 
transfer of equeftrian property in its in- 
fancy, rather than encountéf the incredible 
expence and anxiety of a ftud in training, 
the glorious uncertainty of the turf, the un- 
bounded infolence of the neceffary depend 
ents, and the zmmaculate purity of thofe to 
whom your honour and property muft be 
eventually entrufted, as will be more fully 
explained when the fubje& comes again un- 
der confideration, towards the conclufion of 
the work, . 


Concluding, therefore, this clafs of breed- 
ers to derive the greateft pecuniary advan- 
tage from their increafe of ftock, by con- 
verting it expeditioufly into cath with fo 
little trouble, expence, and inconvenience, 
it is not matter of furprife that the rage for 
blood'and pedigree fhould be daily increaf. 
ing, (and likely to continue fo) though the 
palpable effect of ** training on and training 
of,” annually diflipates and reduces to hu- 
miliating indigence fome of the moft prince- 
Jy fortunes in this and the neighbouring 

kingdom 


6 £4aBREDD EM oh 


kingdom of Ireland, where the thirft for 
equeftrian pre-eminence is eqgua/, if not /u= 
perior to our own. 


The breed of horfes moft profitable to the 
graziers and breeders of Lincoln, Leicefter, 
Northampton, and fome few other counties, 
adapted by nature to the purpofe, are pro- 
bably the old Englifh black draft horfes, fo 
remarkable for their bone, ftrength, and 
hardinefs of conftitution: Thefe, from their 
great fize, beauty and uniformity, become to 
every curious obferver, objects of fingular at- 
traction; their wonderful power in bufinefs 
renders them in general requeft, and the 
breed is cultivated with the ftricteft atten- 
tion to correfponding points and perfections 
in both fire and dam, little inferior to the 
clafs laft treated on. STALLIONS of emi- 
nence in the above counties are eftimated 
at very confiderable fums, and frequently let 
out to cover from one hundred to two hun- 
dred guineas for the feafon; the ftock gene- 
rally come into gentle ufe at two years old, 
or under, and when brought to a good fize 
in proper time, frequently fetch from thirty 
to fifty guineas at two and three years old. 

Thofe 
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Thofe horfes pafling under the denomi- 
nation of Sunters, but more particularly the 
common crofles for road/fers and hacks, can 
by no means prove fo generally profitable, 
when all contingencies are taken into confi- 
deration ; the length of time they are obli- 
ged to be kept on hand and maintained, (till 
at leaft four years old) with the unfavourable 
changes they may probably undergo before 
they can be brought to the ultimate market 
of emolument moft applicable to their dif- 
ferent qualifications, render the whole a 
matter of much greater uncertainty than with 
horfes of the preceding defcription; for the 
unavoidable difficulties of cutting, breaking, 
backing, docking, and nicking, render them 
ferious operations, the fuccefs of which 
cannot be afcertained without encountering 
a chance of misfortune or failure to injure 
the fubjec and affect his value. 


Notwithftanding thefe confiderations are 
intended for general application, it muft be 
remembered they will ever remain fubje@ to 
the different degrees of fuccefs, arifing from 
the variety of circumftances already explain- 
ed. Counties, as I have before remarked, 

differ 
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differ fo very much in their fituation and 
fertility for breeding, that many will not 
produce horfes of fize, and the defirable 
qualifications, at even ¢reb/e their rea/ value, 
when brought to the very higheft market 
for difpofal: For it is a fact indifputably 
certain, that nothing but a part of the king- 
dom remarkable for the abundance and lux- 
uriance of its herbage, can ever produce 
ftock of fize and value to render breeding a 
matter of emolument; the attempt, there- 
fore, in unfavourable fituations, muft ever 
recoil upon the adventurer with additional 
difappointment. 


Thefe obfervations, fo immediately rela- 
tive to the idea of profit and lofs, are by no 
means introduced to reftrain or deter thofe 
from the practice, who are fo unavoidably 
circumftanced zz /ituation, as to breed under 
fuch difadvantage from the motive of amufe- 
ment only, where pecuniary compenfation -is 
no way concerned or expected ; it is, how- 
ever, to be prefumed, that occafional refer- 
ences to the inftructions hereafter incul- 
cated, upon an extenfive fcale for the im- 
provement of ftock in general (without again 
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adverting to the fuperiority that one part of 
the country enjoys over another) may con- 
tribute more to a gratification of their with- 
es, than to pay an implicit obedience to the 
effect of chance unaflifted by any perfonal 
effort ‘‘ to better the example.” 


Previous to further difcuffion of the fub- 
ject before us, it is worthy admiration in 
how many, ways the animal production of 
the temperate region we enjoy has been en- 
abled to demonftrate its individual excel- 
lence over a fimilar part of the creation, 
when tranfported from any other part of the 
globe. This remark might be juftified by a 
very flight comparative view of the different 
animals, whofe abilities or power (according 
to their diftin® qualifications) have been 
purpofely placed in competition with others 
to prove the inferiority ; one, however, 
comes immediately applicable to our pre- 
fent defign, Attempts have been repeated- 
ly made by very ftrenuous advocates of the 
firft eminence and property, to improve the 
breed of our own nation by the elaborate in- 
troduction and crofs of the moft celebrated 
ARABIANS, carefully felected under impor- 
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tant commiffions, where expenfe and trouble 
proved only inferior confiderations: But the 
trial afforded by zime, and experience by o5- 
Jervation, have fully fhewn the improbabi- 
lity of adding to the perfections of the true 
Englith blood horfes by the importation of 
theirs. 


This rage for improvement with a crofs 
from the blood of Arabia, was near half a 
century paft very fa/bionably predominant ; 
but has fo gradually declined for the laft 
twenty years, that they are held in no kind 
of eftimation by any fy{tematic fportfman or 
breeder in the kingdom. The original ad- 
vantage expected in the crofs, was fome ad- 
dition 7 /peed, even to our fleeteft mares ; 
this, when obtained, was totally counteract- 
ed by a want of dottom, for after repeated 
trials, the moft exact and difinterefted, they 
were found incapable of keeping ¢heir rate 
for much more than a mile, and confequently 
became of fo little confequence to a racing 
ftud, that a fhort time will, in all probabi- 
hty, render them of no other utility than to 
conftitute part of the retinue in the triumph-~ 
ant return of an Engi/i/h Nabob, or an addi- 

tion 
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tion to the ofrich, porcupine, and rhinoceros 
of fome eccentric collector of curiofities. 


Bracken has introduced a few judicious 
remarks upon the fubject of breeding, but 
in his w/ual way {fo perpetually interfperfed 
with inapplicable ftories and ftrange con- 
clufions, that you are dragged through forty 
or fifty pages of extraneous and digreffive 
matter to be informed, that “ Spanking Ro- 
ger, belonging to the late Sir Edmund Ba- 
con, was a round barrelled horse;” * that 
Mr. William Penry cured his ftammering 
patients of that defect in {peech by purging ; 
that ‘*a mare belonging to Mr. T.-Makin, 
of Prefcot, in Lancafhire, run with her fore 
feet as wide as a barn door; yet fhe ran as. 
faft as moft of her fize, which was all ow- 
ing to bringing in her haunches quick, for 
** they muft needs go when the devil drives ;” 
that ‘an old woman can cure a wound as 
Well as a furgeon;” that « phyficians may, 
from their ignorance, be confideréd a fet of 
vile pick-pockets, almoft as numerous as the 
caterpillars of the law;” that “ he who 
fails with a bad wind had need underftand 
tacking about ;” with a great number of 
curious remarks, equally fublime, and as 


highly 


32 BREEDING. 


highly applicable to the fubjeét he was 
treating on; upon which he has introduced 
no new matter in any direct chain of con- 
nection, tending at all to enlighten the topic 
or improve the management, having liter- 
ally taken up the bufinefs by way of amufe- 
ment, and laid it down precifely where he 
found it. 


We might here, with great feeming pro- 
pricty, introduce a long lift of in{tructions, 
containing the fhape, make, bone, ftrength, 
with all the variety of points neceflary (or 
at leaft likely) in horfe and mare, to confti- 
tute a progeny of promifing perfections ; 
but thofe requifites are fo extenfively and 
accurately defcribed between the twelfth 
and twentieth pages of The Gentleman’s 
Stable Directory, Vol. I. and muft be fo 
nicely implanted in the mind and memory 
of almoft every fportfman or breeder, that 
a repetition here might be candidly deemed 
entirely fuperfluous, and confequently ren- 
der us fubject to an accufation we wifh moft 
attentively to avoid, 


Such defcription of points and qualifi- 
cations 
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eations, ftanding therefore not only incon- 
troverted, but in poffeffion of general ac- 
quiefcence, to thofe pages the juvenile or 
inexperienced enquirer is referred for any 
additional information he may with to ob- 
tain; this reference being juftified only up- 
on the natural prefumption, that there will 
be very few purchafers of the prefent work, 
but what are holders of the firft Volume of 
the Stable Directory likewife, 


Having there fo extenfively thewn what 
are the requifites defirable to obtain, we now 
proceed to explain what the defeéts are moft 
neceflary to be difcovered in either fire or 
dam, that the poffible retention of ered;- 
tary taints, defects or deformities, may be the 
better avoided ; for although it remains, and 
in all probability ever will, a matter of am- 
biguity why an unblemifhed horfe and mare 
may produce a colt or filly full of difea/e or 
deformity, it by no means follows that a dif- 
eafed or deformed fire and dam are equally 
likely to produce a progeny of perfeétion : 
This being unequivocally admitied, (as by 
every impartial inveftigator of nature it cer- 
tainly muft be) it will undoubtedly prove 
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an att of confiftency to evade fo palpable a 
chance of difappointment, by forming an union 
of propriety apparently calculated (from every 
external appearance) to tranfinit fuch original 
purity to their produce, 


To effect this, the mare having been ob- 
tained correfponding in fize, frame, bone, 
and ftrength, with the with of the breeder, 
and found upon accurate examination to be 
perfectly free from the blemithes and defects 
fo frequently mentioned, the choice of a 
jiallion becomes the object of ferious atten- 
tion; in him fhoald be accumulated all the 
points and good qualities it is poffible for a 
fingle object to poflefs, upon a proof exceed- 
ing all {peculation, (and this every obfervant 
naturalift will allow) that the produce, whe- 
ther male or female, much more frequently 
acquires and retains the fhape, make, marks, 
and difpofition of the fire than the dam; and 
although fuch affertion may not obtain im- 
mediate credit with many, yet rigid obferva- 
tion has long fince demonftrated the faa, 
and juftifies the great confiftency of rejecting 
fialiions with the leatt appearance of difeafe, 
blemith, or bodily defect, indicating even the 
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flighteft probability of tranfmiffion to the 
offspring. 


Suppofing a neighbouring fal/lion, and 
fuch there generally is in every part of the 
kingdom, to have great recommendation in 
his favour, as to the matter of common en= 
quiry and fafhionable figure, it is {till ne- 
ceflary to defcend to the minutie of fym- 
metry in head, neck, fhoulder, forehand, ribs, 
back, loins, joints, and pafterns, attending to 
a ftrict uniformity in the fhape, make, and 
texture of the very hoofs, and were it poffible 
(which in almoft every cafe it certainly is 
not) even to afcertain the temper and difpo- 
fition of both fire and dam, rather than be 
acceflary toa procreation of vices or imper- 
fections, that by a more judicious election 
may be fo eafily avoided. 


After all that can poffibly be written 
(and if it were probable THAT aLt could 
be univerfally read) upon this fubje@, every 
reader poffefling the power of free agency 
has ftill the privilege to reje@ any opinion 
not perfectly coincident with the plan he 


may have adopted, and to enjoy the uncon- 
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trolled right of perfevering in kis own de- 
cifion; but prefuming on the tafk I have un- 
dertaken, I confcientioufly recommend a pro- 
per examination to difcover the ftate of the 
wind, /pavins, curbs, tendency to cracks or 
greafe, bad conformation of the Jeet, as corns, 
thruth, or long and narrow heeled hoofs, ei- 
ther of all which, would furnith fufficient 
foundation to prejudice me againft him asa 
Jore, however well I might be pleafed with 
his other moft promifing perfections. 


Thefe cafual blemifhes or hereditary de- 
fects being carefully avoided, we come to an 
enquiry of much greater confequence, the in- 
attention to which has been produétive of 
more difappointment and vexation to the be- 
fore-defcribed clafs of unthinking breeders, 
than perhaps any other part of their incon- 
fiftency. Oppofite opinions will always be the 
fupport of two diftin@ clafles, the right and 
the wrong; for while one party aflerts (from 
experience and obfervation) the great ha- 
zard and certain danger of breeding froma 
blind ftallion, the other, from innate obftina- 
cy or afiected fuperiority of penetration, is 
determined to encounter fach indifcretion 
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upon the heroic bafis of ** the more danger 
the more honour,” and in the event repent- 
antly difcover the want of knowledge and 
prudence in themfelves they fo exultingly 
prefume to arraign in doubting the judgment 
of others. 


The introduétion of new opinions as mere 
matter of /pecu/ation, is a communication of 
juft as much as amounts to xothing; fach 
conjectures, without the fhew of reafon to 
eftablith an apparent difcovery of the proof, 
would be gaining no ground in the eftimation 
of public opinion, nor laying any juft claim 
to credit for the refponfibility of our afferti- 
ons, Luckily, however, for the fupport of 
the fubject before us, accumulated proofs are 
by no means wanting (even within the pale 
of my own perfonal experience and convic- 
tion) to counteract oppofite opinions, whe- 
ther imbibed from prejudice, obftinacy, or 
ignorance, 


Adverting again to what I fo lately admit- 
ted, the pofibility of found fires and mares pro- 
ducing a defective progeny; and, vice ver/a, 
that d4ind ftallions may fometimes get colts 
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with good eyes; yet the chance, or rather, 
imprudence, of breeding from fuch had much 
better be avoided; as the incontrovertible 
evidence I thall introduce, upon the folly of 
embarking in fach an expedition, (where the 
odds are entirely againft the adventurer, with- 
oué a fingle point in his favour) mutt prove 
exactly fimilar to playing at bazard with 
Jal dice, where you may efernally lofe, but 
never can rife a winner, 


It is likely thefe confiderations may want 
proper weight with thofe who difplay a con- 
temptuous fimile of difbelief at the very idea 
_ of tranfmitting hereditary blemifhes or defeés 
from fire to fon, as the refult of Cynical op- 
pofition to the more rational fyftem they a- 
dopt of annually breeding under every poflible 
difadvantage, in confirmation of their inex- 
perience: I fhall therefore recommend to 
their credulity a few inftances, confirming 
as faéis what may have been hitherto confi- 
dered matters of doubt, without the leaft 
criterion for general decifion. 


The firft opportunity I could avail myfelf of 
to juftify or render nugatory my opinion of 


the 
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the impropriety and danger of breeding from 
horfes of this defcription, was in the year 
1773 Or 1774, when a great number of 
mares in that neighbourhood had been co- 
vered by a very popular *‘ d/ind ffallion,” (for 
that was really the appellation under which 
he paffed) of the Hon. T, King’s, near 
Ripley, in Surrey, whofe pedigree, fhape, 
make, figure, and qualifications, were fo ef- 
fectually fafcinating with the multitude, that 
the want of eyes did not feem at all to im- 
pede the daily progrefs of his procreation, 
The infection of fafhion was then (and ever 
will be) as predominant as at prefent ; for the 
flaves to that gew-gaw continued to bring 
their mares in unremitting rotation, and ne- 
ver difcovered their own want of fight, or 
common comprehenfion, till the sh7rd or 
Jourth year, when the major part of the pro- 
duce became as blind as the fire. 


Still anxious to afcertain to fome ftate of 
certainty, an object of fo much confequence 
(not only to the {porting people, but the 
world at large) as the hereditary tranfiniftion 
of this defect, I was conftantly upon the 
watch to enlarge my enquiries to fome de- 
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gree of fatisfaction; I remained, however, 
without any thing perfectly conclufive till 
the {pring. of the year 1780, when a grey 
horfe called Ferry Sneak, (that had proved a 
tolerable runner, in the poffeffion of Lorp 
SPENCER HamittTon) coming into my 
hands upon very eafy terms juft as his eyes 
were failing, I covered a few mares, gratis, 
with him in the neighbourhood of Frimley, 
near Bag/hot, which having made memo- 
randum of, with a defign to purchafe any of 
the produce that appeared tolerable promif- 
ing, and making my excurfion through the 
different parifhes to obtain from the parties 
the neceflary information, I found in the 
Jourth year many of the produce totally blind, 
and the remainder ‘nearly fo without excep- 
tion, 


Facts (it is univerfally admitted): are tut 
born things, and to the eftablifhment 
this fact I have been anxioufly labour’ 
as to the acquifition of | individual cmolu- 
ment, though I have ever confidered it a 
promotion of general good, in which the com- 
munity is fo much interefted, that it would 
be an abfolute want of Saale lit to con- 

ceal 
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ceal whatever could in the leaft tend to an 
additional difcovery upon the fubjec. 


It is not the purport of the prefent work 
(nor is it at all applicable to the pur- 
pofe) to enter into phyfical refearches, lead- 
ing the reader through a long chain of phi- 
lofophical difquifition upon LEwENHOCK’s 
microfcopic inveftigation of the animalcule 
contained in the /emen of animals, founding 
upon fuch enquiry a thoufand conjeures 
refpecting this abftrufe procefs of nature, 
that may very much perplex the mind, but 
can neither tend to entertain or improve the 
judgment, 


Of as little confequence or advantage it 
muft certainly prove, to attempt any exact 
decifion by what nice and undifcovered ope- 
ration in the animal fyftem, a horfe is ren- 
dered firft partza/ly, then totally blind by too 
frequent or hard racing; as well as the very 
common occurrence of a ftallion’s becoming 
equally fo by too conftant and repeated cover- 
ing, though the act itfelf is a {pontaneous 
effort of nature. 


However 
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However difficult it may be to furnifh an 
opinion applicable to every idea, I believe 
with the fcientific inveftigator there need be 
little {cruple to hazard a profeffional defcrip- 
tion, by what means fo ferious a revolution 
in the frame is effected; for the drain being 
the very bafis of the nervous fyftem, and 
the nerves the acknowledged feat of paix and 
pleafure, any exquifite or preternatural ex- 
treme in either may be productive of great 
debilitation, and the optic nerves being nears 
eft the origin, may become more fenfibly 
affected in a paralytic or fome other degree, 
than any fubfequent pair, and the fight gra- 
dually decline from a partial vifion to total 
blindnefs. 


For the honor of human nature, I can 
but moft earneftly wifh the applicable intro- 
duction of thefe remarks may induce the par- 
ties interefted in the event, to be in future 
a little Jefs ftrenuous in their different exer- 
ticns, whether for credit or emolument; the 
firft never to diftrefs one of the nobleft ani- 
mals on earth, by thofe frequent and {fevere 
runnings that evidently exhauft nature to fuch 
a state of mortification; or the latter in the 
truly contemptible method of letting a horfe 

cover 
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cover fuch an infinity of mares, as not une 
commonly terminates in the irretrievable lofs 
of his eyes, but the inevitable lof of his re- 
putation alfo, as ** a certain Soat-getier ;” for 
the great number of mares covered by him 
without produce, brings his character the fol- 
lowing feafon into difrepute, fhould even the 
{tate of his bodily ftrength, conftitution, or 
chance, preferve. his eyes from the great pro- 
bability of annihilation: This remark apper- 
taining only to the owners of ftallions who 
attend the markets of different towns every 
day in the week during the whole feafon, 
exclufive of the additional portion’ of bufi- 
ne{s in their own neighbourhood on the Suz= 
day morning, 


Of thefe there are {0 great a number, and 
in their performance fo general a failure, that 
it is abfolutely wonderful how fo many can 
become dupes to the cuftomary infatuation, 
of leading a mare to any market town, to 
be ferved by a horfe who is continually 
covering from four or five, to eight or ten 
mares in every twenty-four hours during the 
feafon; with the additional confideration, that 
ticle extra exertions are moft frequently 

. made 
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made under the CORRUPT INFLUENCE of 
fiimulants, provocatives, and cordials adapted 
to the purpofe, and fuppofed to at with the 
fame excitement as cantharides upon the 
human body. Incredible as it may appear, 
(to thofe whofe fituation in life has rendered 
them little fubje@ to difcoveries of this kind) 
I have been repeatedly called upon in my 
profeffional department, to difpenfe large 
quantities of ¢his very article to many of 
thofe who travel the country with ftallions 
of fuch denomination ;_ firft obtaining from 
them a communication of the ufe it was in- 
tended for before they were entrufted with 
it, upon an experimenial conviction of its 
danger ; having in the courfe of my private 
medical practice known one life loft, and 
another miraculoufly faved, where it had been 
given under the denomination of Jove powder 
for the unfair gratification of the worft of 
purpofes, 


Without entering again upon the a& of 
generation, the femen, or animalcule con- 
tained in it, as before adverted to, can any 
intelligent reader, to whofe deliberate atten- 
tion thefe pages may become fubje@, be at 

all 
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all furprifed, that in fuch a conftrained and 
prottituted ftate of NaTURE, fo few of her 
attempts fhould be produétive of fuccefs?.., 
Here we might be readily induced to enter 
another large field for {cientific difquifition ; 
but as it would evidently extend not only be- 
yond the prefent purpofe, but prove ‘* cavier 
to the multitude,’ our inferior clafs of readers 
might occafionally exclaim with Muneo in 
the Papiock, ‘ What fignify me read, if 
me o underftand |” 


Avoiding, therefore, the indifference in ge- 
neral fhewn to remote medical explanation, 
and dull anatomical defcriptive, I come di- 
rectly to a queftion founded in reafon, upon 
the merits of which the interefted part of 
the world will be enabled to decide, at leaft 
fo far as correfponds with their own opinions 
upon the fubject. Can it be poflibly be- 
lieved or expected (but by the moft illiterate, 
who, in fact, poffefs the grofs comforts of life 
only, and never enjoy the fublime gratification 
of thinking, ) that horfes thus eternally jaded 
and harrafied, not only with the diurnal 
routine of copulation, but the inceflant fa- | 
tigue of travelling perpetually, can be at all 

equal 
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equal to the Herculean tafk affigned them? 
Can it be matter of furprife, that not more 
than one-third, or, upon a more favourable 
computation, one half at moff, of the mares 
covered in this way produce a colt, and that 
the half of thofe fo produced, never come — 
to a proper fize, bone, or ftrength; then can 
there remain a doubt in the mind of any 
unprejudiced man living, but to thefe caufes 
may be attributed fome portion of that defi- 
ciency fo generally complained of, and too 
frequently attributed to the want of bone in 
fire or dam? 


Having hitherto introduced what ¥ con- 
ceive to be the leading qualifications in horfe 
and ‘mare, to render the bufinefs of breed- 
ing pleafant and advantageous, we come next 
to:confider the feafon moft proper for bring- 
ing them together; as it muft be admitted, 
an inconvenience will certainly arife to the 
mare by foaling too early in the fpring, 
or to the produce by falling too. late in the 
fummer, it will undoubtedly prove more 
eligible to adhere a little to the line of mes 
diccrity, letting’ either extreme be carefully 
avoided. 

Never- 
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~ Neverthelefs, it mutt be underftood, this 
circumftance can by no means be altogether 
univerfal, as it depends in foe meafure upon 
the country and fituation; the pafturage 
being of different ftates in different counties, 
and dependant upon the fertility of {oil as 
well as the temperature of climate, the fea- 
fon is confequently forwarder, at leaft the 
herbage, (by a fortnight or three weeks) in 
one part of the kingdom than another, a 
circumftance that fhould always be properly 
attended to by the parties concerned. 


Tt will therefore prove perfe€tly confiftent 
in all counties, however they may be fituated, - 
to have the produce and pafture appearing 
at the fame time as nearly as flu@uating or 
unavoidable circumftances will allow ; for 
when mares are permitted to take the horfe 
too foon in the feafon, they bring forth be- 
fore there is fufficient grafs for their fupport, 
and being neceffarily affifted with dry food, 
the latteals, (or milk veffels) for want of 
gradual fupply and expanfion, become con- 
tracted; the very fharp winds early in the 
{fpring, with a reftraint in food, fometimes 
fo {tints the colt, (particularly, fhould a 

, wet 
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wet unfavourable fummer and fevere winter 
follow) that he never reaches a proper fize 
in growth, but difplays the difadvantage of 
his earlieft {tate when arrived at maturity. 


It is no uncommon thing in different parts 
of the country, to obferve mares that have 
dropped their foals early, (before there is a 
blade of grafs for their {upport) placed in a 
tick yard, where, by inceflantly tugging out 
a fcanty living, it is ridiculoufly believed 
both mare and colt are indulging moft lux- 
urioufly, though the dire&t contrary is really 
the cafe; hay may undoubtedly (if admi- 
niftered in due fupplies) contribute a fuffici- 
ency of fupport for the mare, but is not 
calculated to yield, even in almoft conftant 
maftication, any great nutritious fuperflux 
for the fubfiftence and defirable improve- 
ment of the colt. As there is a very great 
difference in the nutritive qualities of food, 
fo is there. a very material difference in the 
milk it produces; . indifferent, or {paring ali- 
ment will certainly produce a thin aqueous 
impoverifhed milk, of quality and in quan- 
tity to fuftain and barely fubfift nature, but 
by no means to give it. firength, vigour, 

growth, 
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growth, or the formation of flefh and done 
fo generally defirable. 


However haftily fome part of the world 
may be inclined to decide, (as every obferver 
has a right to indulge his own opinion) there 
can be no doubt but to the inconfiderate 
practice of inadvertently leaving mares and 
colts to fubfift upon dare land, or barren 
paftures, for the firft fummer, and a fucceffive 
{cene of poverty in the enfuing winter, are 
we in fome degree indebted for a proportion 
of thofe horfes I have before defcribed, as 
coming under no denomination, applicable 
to no particular purpofe, never rifing to any 
confiderable worth, and doing fo little credit 
to the breeder, that you can never difcover 
(if you were fo inclined) from whence they 
came, after they are once out of his poffef- 
fion, | 


In this miftaken notion and ridiculous fyf- 
tem of breeding, fails every penurious and 
mercenary breeder, who, prompted by his 
own narrownefs of difpofition, affects to be- 
lieve, there is little or no difference between 
filling and feeding, confidering a run after 

ven. I, E the 
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the cows as good as arin with them; that 
chaff is a much more profitable and healthy 
food than oats, and that an open farm- 
yard with a crib of barley or oat ftraw, 
during the fevere froft and {now of a long 
dreary winter, are preferable to all other ac- 
commodations of food and fhelter, as (to 
make ufe of his own juftification) they are 
then in the moft proper ftate, ‘* a /late of 
nature.’  Thefe are ‘the perfuafive motives 
affigned alfo by thofe ftrenuous advocates for 
general improvement, who barely fubfift 
their mares during the tedious months of 
geftation, under an idea perfeétly coincident 
with the principles juft defcribed, that a mare 
after-having been covered, requires but ‘* /z/e 
or no keep,” as (with fuch contemptible fpe- 
culators) the ad? zt/e/f is ridiculoufly fup- 
pofed to make the mare fat. This is the 
invariable opinion among the lefs enlightened 
clafs of ruftics; and though the a and its 
confequence may be juftly faid to make the 
mare dig, yet the original remark is certainly 
too ludicrous for ferious confideration, 


After the neceflary introdu€tion of fuch 
obfervations as are evidently conneéted with, 
and 
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and branch direétly from the fubject, we 
return to the time beft adapted by nature and 
the feafon to the foaling of the mare, A few 
words having been already interpofed upon 
the inconvenience of dropping her foal zoo 
early, fomething confequently appertains to 
its falling zoo Jete; this fhould never happen 
when the year is too far advanced, as the 
produce then has to encounter hourly increaf- 
ing difficulties, the daily declination of the 
genial fun, the decaying ftate of the verdure, 
the impending rains, bleak winds, long 
nights, foggy days, and the lank weak grafs, 
form fo ftrong a combination againft improve- 
ment, (particularly if the winter fhould prove 
an additional ftroke of feverity) that the colt 
frequently feels the difadvantage, and con- 
ftantly difplays it by the deficiencies in frame 
and figure as before defcribed. 


Taking however the variation of different 
counties into the aggregate, to fix a criterion 
of time applicable to all parts, I fhould not he- 
- fitate a moment to pronounce the laft week 

in April, and the three firft in May, the moft 
proper month in the year for mares to take 
the horfe, provided it can be by any means 

E 2 effected ; 
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effected ; to promote which, the following 
methods fhould be adopted: It is generally 
perceptible when a mare is hor/ing, and it is 
likewife univerfally known fhe will then take 
the horfe without farther trouble, mutual con 
Jfent therefore renders animadverfion unnecef- 
fary; but fhould the mare upon being brought 
to the horfe, not make any /hew, on the con- 
trary give proofs of denial by repeated kick- 
ing and other violent exertions, let her (after 
fufficient ¢ria/s) be taken away, and fome 
addition be made to her keep; give her a fub- 
ftantial feed of good oats and a pint of old 
beans twice a day, continuing to offer her 
the horfe once in three days till a compliance 
is effected. 


After which it will be neceffary to offer 
‘her the horfe at the expiration of eight days 
(that is, on the zznth) from the day of her 
having been covered; if fhe again take the 
horfe (which is not at all uncommon) you 
reckon from the laft time of covering, upon 
a fuppofition no conception took place from 
the firft copulation, and that it is confequently 
obliterated. On the contrary, fhould the, 
after repeated offers, perfevere in reje@ting the 
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horfe, the firft covering is then fuppofed to 
have been effectual; notwith{tanding which, 
the mare, zm either ca/e, is to be produced and 
tried with the horfe at the end of a fecond 
eight days, when circum(tances muft be re- 
gulated as at the end of the firft, entirely by 
her compliance or rejection. 


Sentiments have varied exceedingly, upon 
the little probability of a mare conceiving 
when the act of copulation has been forcibly 
committed, without the leaft external difplay 
of defire, and in oppofition to the moft vio- 
lent exertions of the mare. However my 
opinion might have originally fluctuated with 
the various reprefentations of others upon this 
fubject, I availed myfelf of an early oppor- 
tunity to afcertain the fact, and remove any 
doubts that may have arifen within my own. 
mind, although the recital will not perhaps 
render a repetition of the trial equally fuccefs- 
ful in the opinion of others; yet I have been 
fince repeatedly informed, the experiment is 
very frequently made, and not without its 
fhare of fucce(s. 


In the year 1773, (refiding then at Hor- 
E 3 fel, 
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fel, near Chobham, in Surrey, ) I intended 
covering two mares by Woodcock, half bro- 
ther to Eclipfe, that then remained at Eg- 
ham, for the feafon; one of the mares took 
the horfe without reluétance, the other re- 
jected him with the greateft violence; at the 
expiration of time before mentioned, they 
were again offered the horfe and doth refu- 
fed, Qn the ninth day, I made the fame 
journey with the {ame fuccefs, and then con- 
cluded the mare that had been covered to be 
perfe@tly fafe; determined however, to make 
no more journies of uncertainty upon the bu- 
finefs, I afked Townsrenp, the owner of 
the horfe, if he had any objection to let 
the horfe cover the mare compulfively, upon 
condition fhe was fo completely trammeled as 
not to injure the horfe? This being readily 
agreed to on his part, and the mare //rongly 
hobbled, the horfe was brought out, and be- 
ing luckily'very frefh, full of vigour, and ea- 
ger as fhe was reluctant, the /eap was ob- 
tained with much lefs difficulty than could 
be poffibly expected: At the end of the 
eight days I again attended with the mare, 
and found fhe rejected the horfe with more 
inveteracy than in any of my former journies, 

| I now 
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I now made up my mind to take no more 
trouble in the bufinefs, but leave the reft to 
chance; in a very few months fhe was vifi- 
bly in foal, and produced me an exceeding 
handfome colt that I difpofed of at a high 
price to a gentleman in Norfolk, when rifing 
two years old. 


This circumftance I have related, to efta- 
blifh by proof the confiftency of adopting 
the a/ternative, when the feafon is fo far 
advanced as to hazard the lofs of the year by 
longer delay ; for my own part,. (and it is 
clear I {peak experimentally) I fhould never 
hefitate to cover a mare in this way, if the 
continued to refufe the horfe till the laft 
week in May, or the firft week in Sune, 
much rather chufing to ravi/h the mafk of 
delicacy from her difpofition, than lofe her 
contribution to the ftock for that year, or 
have a colt fall fix weeks or two months too 
late in the feafon, 


It will become perfe€tly applicable here, to 
introduce a few words refpecting the exaé¥ pe- 
riod of geftation in mares, upon which I never 
remember to have heard or read any thing 

E 4 ditta- 
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dictatorially decifive more than the general af~ 
fertion of their going eleven months (or the 
common witticifm, that ** a hare and a mare 
go a twelvemonth”): But whether it is un- 
derftood eleven /unar or calendar months, I | 
believe has never been critically explained, (at 
leaft generally known) and this is in fact the 
more extraordinary when we recollect that 
eleven calendar months make within two 
days of ¢welve of the other; nor indeed are 
there but few inftances, in which the know= 
ledge of fuch nice diftin@ion can be pro- 
ductive of much utility, yet it creates fome 
furprife that it has not been particularly 
noticed by fuccefflive naturalifts, as circum- 
ftances have arifen and may fometimes hap- 
pen, where fuch precifion would effeually 
remove a doubt or eftablith a fact. 


A want of early attention to a difcovery of 
this minutie was attended with a trifling lofs 
to me fome years fince in my firft breeding 
-embarkation, when in pofleflion of much lefs 
obfervation and experience; for having ob- 
tained the loan of a {trong baney mare from a 
friend in Windfor Great Park, for the purpofe 
of breeding, Ihad her covered by a large 

powerful 
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powerful horfe then in the neighbourhood, 
and booked the /eap according to cuftom; but 
having made no calculation of the calendar 
months, I kept her eleven lunar months anda 
fortnight (by the almanack) and not perceiving 
her to /pring in the udder, nor grow larger in 
the carcafe, I returned her (after taking the 
opinion of almoft every farmer and breeder 
in the country) upon a univerfal decifion, 
that, “* fhe had no foal within her.” The 
ultimate event proved for once the error of 
general judgment, for the owner (Mr, John- 
fon, then one of the keepers of the Great 
Park) taking a morning’s walk among his 
ftock, found her with a fine colt foal at her 
foot in about ten days after her return, which 
proved a valuable horfe to him at five years 
old, that I had loft entirely by my inadyer- 
tency and impatience. 


The mare having taken the horfe but 
once, and that under my own eye (a truft J 
never delegated to another) added to the ftriét- 
eft attention in point of time, formed a com- 
bination to give proof, that a mare carries 
her young twelve /umar or eleven calendar 

months, 
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months, (which accurately taken are juft the 
fame) or that the exact given time varies in 
different fubjects, and is fo regulated by age 
or conftitution, that there has yet been no cri- 
terion fixed for a nice diftinction. The mat- 
ter, however, if at: all entitled to confidera- 
tion, may be moft eafily reduced to a cer- 
tainty, by any gentleman having a variety of 
brood mares in his poffeffion, who will zofe 
thofe that have taken the horfe but once in 
the feafon, and take the trouble to book the 
day of their bringing forth; when by com- 
paring the whole, the exact time of geftation 
will be nearly demonftrated, where no fe- 
cond covering has intervened to render the 
decifion imperfect. 


The treatment of mares after being co- 
vered is regulated entirely by the clafs to 
which they belong; for having twice refufed 
the horfe at the periods of time before ftated, 
they are then faid to be /finted, and conclud= 
ed in foa/. But this is by no means always the 
cafe, for it frequently happens that fuch mares 
produce no foals, although appearances are fo 
much in their favour, Thorough bred mares 
(that is, mares whofe blood is entirely un- 
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tainted with any inferior crofs, and kept as 
brood mares for the turf only) are thrown 
out to grafs for the fummer feafon without 
farther confideration ; only taking particular 
care that no geldings (or yearling colts) are 
fuffered to accompany them in or near the 
fame pafture, for fome few weeks after con- 
ception. 


Mares of an inferior defcription in ge- 
neral ufe for the faddle, or thofe for agricul- 
ture, may be continued in their common em-= 
ployment with moderation, they feldom fufé 
fer abortion but by great and improper exer- 
tions ; they are therefore very frequently ufed 
till within a few weeks of dropping their. 
burthen without the leaft fear of inconveni- 
ence, This is a fact fo univerfally eftablithed, 
that inftances have repeatedly happened of 
mares obtaining /folen /eaps when out at paf- 
ture, without the knowledge and very much 
again{ft the inclination of the owners; this 
circumftance, from various motives, has been 
confidered fo prejudicial, (where breeding has 
not been intended) that different and powerful 
methods have been adopted, as’ the adminiftra- 
tion of /avine in large quantities, violent ex- 
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ertions in drawing, or long and very {peedy 
journies taken to promote abortion, and thofe 
without the leaft effe& ; to corroborate which, 
the introduction of one only becomes at all 
neceflary, as it 1s too well authenticated to 
admit a doubt of its certainty. 


Some few years fince SuLPHUR, a well 
known running horfe of the Duke of Cum- ~ 
berland’s, having leaped the paddock pailing of 
an immenfe height in Windfor Park, covered 
a hunting mare of Mr, Jephs’s (then refident 
at Sandpit Gate) in the fight of many labour- 
ers, who reported the occurrence. As hunt- 
ing {cafon approached fhe was perceptibly in 
foal; this was what he by no means _ wished, 
and was fo much hurt at the awkwardne(s 
of the circumftance, that he continued to 
hunt her inceffantly, covering the /ronge/t 
leaps and taking the deepeft ground to obtain 
abortion. 


The event however fufficiently proved the 
Jolly (not to add cruelty or prefumption) of 
oppofing nature in her niceft operations ; for 
all the feverity fo inconfiderately put in prac- 
tice, never in the leaft hurt the mare, or de- 
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bilitated the foetus: at her proper time the 
produced a@ foa/, that (to render the circum- 
_ {lance more remarkable) at five years old 
won the fifty pound plate annually given for 
the keepers and yeoman prickers to be run 
for over Afcot. 


This invincible ftamina or hardine(s of con- 
ftitution fo worthy recital in this inftance, is 
not (let it be underftood) fo entirely general 
as to be applicable to all the clafs without 
exception ; it therefore becomes perfectly in 
point to introduce a cafe in dire&t contraft, 
that may be likewife produ@ive of utility, 
in preventing too great exertions with mares 
in fuch ftate, under a firm opinion that the 
Jofs is lefs likely to happen than it really is 
and actually may. 


Having about feven years fince purchafed 
of the breeder at Horton in Buckinghamfhire, 
a four year old mare got by Bel/l’s Denmark, 
I obferved to him (during the negociation for 
purchafe) that from the depth of her carcafe 
and hollownefs of the flank, the was certainly 
early in foal; on the contrary, he affured 
me, pofitively, no horfe had ever been near 

her, 
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her, and that it was merely the effect of lay- 
ing at grafs, This mare, though fo young, 
was a very excellent trotter; and having foon 
after occafion to take a profeflional journey 
with fome expedition, (the road being exceed- 
ingly good) I made obfervation by my watch 
that fhe trotted the feven miles in five and 
thirty minutes without the leatt /eeming in- 
convenience ; but on the morning following 
I found the had /ipped a colt foal very per= 
fect of about three months conception, though 
no extraordinary exertions were ufed on the 
occafion, 


The recital of cafes fo exactly in point lay 
claim to the attention of breeders in eeneral, 
as they undoubtedly conftitute a bafis in ex- 
perience, upon which the judgment may be 
difcretionally formed at what time it will be 
proper to difcontinue the working of fuch 
mares, when it is clearly afcertained how 
flight a portion of labour may endanger the 
dam, and prove deftructive to the progeny. 


The neceffary qualifications for procrea= 
tion in both fireand dam having been fully in- 
veftigated, and the blemifhes, defects, and local 
contingencics, that tend to forbid the attempt 

fairly 
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fairly explained, we come now to the crifis 
of delivery, or the mare’s bringing forth; an 
event fo wonderfully accomplifhed by the al- 
moit unerring efforts of Nature, that upon 
the faireft calculation, not one mare in a 
hundred fuffers in any refpect (more than the 
temporary difquietude) from an exertion of 
fo much magnitude, although in the mo- 
ments of reflection it abfolutely becomes a 
matter of admiration how the fhock is fuf- 
tained, without a much greater frequency of 
the danger that fo feldom enfues. 


Notwithftanding this providential interpo- 
fition for the fafety of animals fo little ‘ena- 
bled to relieve themfelves, it is worthy re- 
mark, that where difficulty and danger once 
occur, the cafe becoming preternatural, it 
generally terminates in the death of one or 
the other, and not uncommonly in the de- 
ftruction of both; this may probably pro- 
ceed from the conftructioa of parts not being 
generally underftood, and the little chance 
of ‘afflifting nature with the fame eafe and 
accuracy as fome other parts of the creation. 


A lofs of this defcription, after a year or 
more 
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more of tedious hope and expectation, cofi+ 
fequently produces temporary gloom and fe- 
rious difappointment; in fome inftances the 
dam becomes the victim, in others the foal; 
to the latter there is no palliative, to the 
former but one alternative: It is a cuftom al- 
moft univerfal upon the death of the mare 
(foon after relief from her burthen) to defpair 
of fucce(fs in raifing the foal by art, and it is 
frequently difpofed of without cic that a 
circumftance fo unlucky: may be the fooner 
erafed from memory and buried in oblivion. 


This hafty decifion:is by no means to be 
commended, although it is almoft generally 
known the power of inftin& is fo very pre- 
dominant. in this fpecies, that it muft be a 
fact exceedingly rare, to find a mare that will, 
by whatever ftratagem you can put in force, 
cherifh any other foal than her own; this 
moft undoubtedly arifes from their feldom or 
never producing a plurality of young at one 
time, acircumftance by no means uncom- 
mon with almoft every other animal in the 
creation, who are the more eafily impofed 
upon to nourifh and protect a fpurious off- 
{pring, 

ate 
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The general defpondency before-men- 
tioned refpecting the furvivor, is not to be 
juftified where the foal is of value adequate 
to the trouble; nor indeed to be neglected 
upon the {core of Aumanity, when unremit-, 
ting induftry and perfeverance can fo readily 
furnifh an artificial fubftitute for maternal 
care and nutrition. It may be naturally con- 
cluded I allude to the great probability (and 
in fome cafes certainty) of bringing the foal 
up 4y band; a remarkable inftance of which 
becomes immediately applicable, in the per- 
fe& recollection of a horfe bred by his late 
Royal Highnefs, William Duke of Cum- 
berland, that at his death became the pro- 
perty of the celebrated Captain O’Kelly, 
and in the fucceflive poffeflion of both, for 
a feries of years, won more give-and-take 
plates than any other horfe in the kingdom. 


The fact was exa@ly thus: The colt being 
the firft foal of a young mare that had been 
taken into the brood ftud without training, 
upon the produce of which his Royal High- 
nefs had formed greit expectations, it proved 
matter of much furprife and difappointment 
(being totally repugnant to the reciprocal af- 
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fection in nature) that fo foon as the colt 
had fallen, the mare abfolutely took fright at 
her own offspring, and never could be once 
brought to the leaft affociation with it what- 
ever. Every ftratagem that could be devifed 
was put into practice under the immediate 
infpection of his Royal Highnefs, to effect a 
natural union between the dam and her foal, 
but without the leaft probability of fuccefs ; 
thofe fruitlefs efforts were therefore relin- 
quifhed, and alternate attempts made to ren- 
dex the abandoned orphan a fon of adoption 
with different mares in rotation, but with no 
profpect even of hope. In this dilemma the 
Duke, whofe humanity in matters of much 
greater importance will ftand recorded to the 
end of time, fully intent upon preferving the 
colt if poflible, (with a declared pre-fenti« 
ment of his future eminence) determined 
upon his being brought up dy band if pofidle, 
Without a relative confideration to trouble or 
expenfe, and iffued his orders accordingly. 
The event juftified the endeavour, and the 
fuccefs of the undertaking was tranfimicted 
to pofterity by the Royal Sponfor, withthe 
name of the horfe; for under the appellation 
ef Mitkesor, hie very @apital pesformances 
: Biay 
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may be found in the ** Racing Calendar,” fo 
long as it fhall retain a place in the {porting 
libraries. 


Circumftances of this kind happen, how- 
ever, fovery rarely, that inftructions refpect- 
ing cafualties remote and unlikely, might 
be deemed fuperfluous, did not a vindication 
immediately arife from the exulting confola- 
tion, of knowing by what means to encounter 
fuch difficulties whenever they occur. 


Returning therefore to the a of foaling, 
which, as before obferved, generally happens 
without the leaft danger or difficulty, and 
nine times out of ten in the night, it be- 
comes the bufinefs of the owner or fuper- 
intendant to difpofe the mare in fuch place 
of fafety, that mifchief is at leatt noz likely 
to enfue; and this caution may prove the 
more acceptable, when it is recollected 
by every breeder, fportfman, or refident 
in the country, how very common it is 
in the feafon to hear of foals being /ino- 
thered in a ditch, or drowned in a rivulet, 
tothe pofidility of which, the attention of 
the inadvertent owner had never been even 
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for a moment directed. It is likewife by no 
means inapplicable to obferve, that for fome 
days previous to the expected foaling of the 
mare, fhe fhould be kept in rather a {pa- 
ring than plentiful fituation ; to prevent a 
too great repletion of the inteftines and con- 
fequent compreffion upon the uterus, pro- 
ducing extreme pain, difficulty and delay in 
the delivery, which might otherwife never 
occur, 


The mare having (as is generally the cafe) 
been freed from her burthen without in- 
convenience, and no circumftance arifing to 
forbid it, let her be immediately removed to 
a healthy and luxuriant pafture, calculated 
to furnifh not only a fufficiency of fupport 
for her own frame, but affording a fuperflux 
for the fubftantial and nutritious fupport of 
her young. In this a proper difcrimina- 
tion is abjolutely neceflary ; lank, {wampy, 
four grafs will certainly expand the frame, 
fubfift the dam, and contribute a flow of 

nik for the foal; but not of that rich 
and luxurious quality that is derived from 
feeding upon the fucculent herbage of mai- 
den meadow, or upland grafs. in high per- 
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fection; both which contribute fo very 
much to the daily growth and improve- 
ment of the colt, that it is a matter of the 
utmoft confequence to the breeder, whofe 
principal object fhould be to attain every 
poflible advantage in Leight, bone, and con- 
dition, previous to the commencement of 
fevere weather, during which growth is in 
general fufpended, unlefs liberally promoted 
by the falutary interpofition of good food, 
and proper fhelter to encounter the incle- 
mency of the feafon. 


This is the firft ftep to be taken where 
no difagreeable traits intervene to require a 
different mode of treatment; but fhould the 
mare (by foaling before her time, or in fe- 
vere fharp winds, .a cold wet night, long and 
painful delivery, or other circumftances too 
abftrufe to be difcovered) vifibly labour un- 
der fixed dejection, bodily languar, lofi of ap- 
petite, laying down as if painfully weary, 
and totally inattentive to the,infantile fond- 
nefs of her foal; it may be juftly prefumed, 
nature has fuftained a fevere thock from 
fome one of the caufes juft recited, that 
cannot be too foon attended ta and coun- 
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teracted, for the prevention of more diftreff-. 
ing confequences. — 


Fate is in general rapidly decifive in cafes 
of this” complexion, therefore delay (under 
any pretence whatever) may prove not only 
dangerous but deftructive ; the mare upon 
fuch difcovery fhould be immediately re- 
moved, with her foal, to a ftill and com- 
fortable fituation, as a large open ftable, 
clofe cow-houfe, or bay of a barn, where 
fhe fhould be expeditioufly fupplied with 
fuch articles as invigorate the fyftem, en- 
creafe the circulation, and recruit exhaufted 
nature. Abouta gallon of water made warm 
and impregnated with a portion of bran 
or oatmeal, may be directly given to allay 
the thirft which pain, fatigue, or difquict- 
ude never fails to excite, as well as to form 
a kind of fubftitute during the preparation 
of a plentiful math of malt, oats, and bran, 
equal parts, into which fhould be ftirred 
fix ounces of haney; this being given to the 
mare, of confiftent warmth, will not only 
gently ftimulate: the debilitated powers 
and gradually affift the ftrength, but pro- 
mote an early flow of milk (for the grati- 

fication 
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fication of the expectant foal) which is 
always in fome degree obftructed, if not to- 
tally fupprefled, by the leaft indifpofition of 
the dam, 


The mafh may be repeated twice every 
day, with plenty of the beft hay, and oc- 
cafional fupplies of the water before-men- 
tioned, till her recovery is fufficiently efta- 
blithed, and the weather proportionably 
calm for her enlargement, in the way a- 
bove-defcribed, had no difficulty intervened. 
Should the fame laffitude and dejection con- 
tinue more than four and twenty hours 
after thefe methods have been adopted, 
bring into immediate ufe a dozen of the 
cordial pectoral balls from “ The Gentle- 
man’s Stable Directory, Vol. I.” and let one 
be given every night and morning in its 
prepared ftate, or diffolved in half a pint of 
gruel, and adminiftered as a drink, or in- 
corporated with each math at the ftated 
periods, till the whole are taken; continu- 
ing the aids of ma/hes, warm water, nur/= 
ing, and cloathing, (if fymptoms of great 
cold appear) till every appearance of com- 
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plaint is removed, and nature perfectly re. 
ftored. 


Some mares, whether from a rigidity of the 
veflels in not having their firft foals till an 
advanced age, flight colds that obftruét the 
fecretions, or whatever caufe unafiigned, are 
very deficient in a neceffary flow of milk, by 
which means the foal is deprived of perhaps 
half the fuftenance requifite for his fupport 
and expected improvement ; This is a matter 
well worthy minute infpeétion for the firft 
three or four days after foaling, by which 
time the food fhould be perfeétly affimilated, 
the la@teals expanded, and an ample fecre- 
tion furnifhed for the full feed of the foal. 
This not being the cafe, fuch deficiency 
fhould be very early difcovered, and as 
eagerly affifted when known, 


The richeftt and moft luxuriant pafture 
that can be obtained, with good foft 
water at will, is the firft and beft natu- 
ral ftep to remove fuch obftruétion in its 
infancy ; ¢/at, upon obfervation, not {ug- 
cecding in the defired degree, and the 
colt 
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colt becoming perceptibly tinted, (which 
may be plainly perceived not only by his 
external appearance, but inceffant attempts 
to obtain fupplies without fuccefs) artificial 
means muft be adopted to folicit a due dif- 
charge of this very neceffary fluid, without 
which every expeétation of the foal’s growth 
and gradual improvement muft be rendered 
abortive, | 


This obje& can only be accomplifhed by 
enlarging the mode and encreafing the means 
of conveying a larger portion of more nutri- 
tious aliment into the fyftem ; from the ge- 
neral diffufion of which, the lymphatics and 
lacteals become proportionally diftended, and 
are confequently enabled to fecrete and dif- 
charge a much greater quantity than nature 
in her more relutant ftate feems inclined to 
beftow. 


This fyftematic procefs of nature may, to 
the lefs enlightened reader, feem matter of 
fo much ambiguity, that fomewhat more in 
explanation may be probably required ; but 
as abftrufe reafoning and phyfical definition 

(it has been before faid) is not the purpofe 
of 
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of the prefent publication, every irrelative 
matter will be carefully avoided that can 
tend to perplex the mind or embarrafs the 
judgment. It would, therefore, be deviating 
widely from the plan originally formed for 
the accommodation of general comprehen- 
fion, were we (by unneceffary introduction) 
to enter into the very extenfive field of ana- 
tomical ftructure and animal mechanifm; 
demonftrating phyfically by what admirable 
means the excrementitious part of aliment is 
rejected from the ftomach and conveyed 
through the inteftinal canal, when divefted 
of its more fubtle and nutritious properties ; 
which being totally abforbed by an infinity 
of veffels in the very work of digeftion, is 
carried into the circulation, and there confti- 
tutes, by its different fecretions, the fource of 
life and fupport; from which fy{tematic 
transformation is derived that formation of 
blood, that gradual enlargement of flefh and 
bone, only to be explained by much literary 
information on one fide, and underftood by 
no {mall portion of medical knowledge on 
the other. 


It will confequently fuffice to fay, that 
- the- 
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the reader, whofe mind is more enlarged, 
whofe views are more extenfive, and who 
cannot reconcile his opinion or found his 
judgment upon the quality of a/iment, the 
procefs of digeftion, or the effect of nutrition, 
by what has been concifely-introduced upon 
thofe fubjeéts, muft derive more fubftantial 
affiftance from the variety of excellent pro- 
feflional publications more particularly a- 
dapted to fuch inveftigation and enquiry; 
as the majority of thofe who do me the ho- 
nour of occafional infpetion, will certainly 
expect, under the head we now write upon, 
to find much more matter of amufement 
and rural inftruétion than {cientific difqui- 
fition. 


Declining, therefore, a matter of fo much 
extent, and fo little applicable to the prefent 
purpofe, we naturally revert to the ftate of 
the mare and the means of enlarging the 
powers ; from which alone, the foal is to 
receive not only a fufliciency of nutriment 
for bare fubfiftence, but an abfolute abun- 
dance or fuperflux for the promotion of ad« 
vantages we have fo particularly explained. 
The deficiency before-mentioned having been 
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attentively afcertained, and excellent paf- 
ture with good water not being found to 
increafe the flow of milk fo much as is 
evidently required, an addition of more fub- 
ftantial and nutritive food muft be affociated 
with what has been always confidered the 
firft and moft natural aliment for equeftrian 
improvement. 


All rules, however eftablifhed, are perpe- 
tually liable to fome exception, and nature is 
not uncommonly affifted (or counteracted) 
by ways and means the very leaft expedted ; 
for every conftitution will not be aéted upon 
in the fame manner either in the human or 
brute creation. In fat, daily experience 
with the human fpecies affords ample proof, 
that the fame articles in phyfic or food thall 
ac in a direct contrary way, and produce 
a very different effet upon one habit to 
what it fhall in another: A circumftance fo 
generally known and admitted, would fur- 
nith fufficient latitude for conjecture re- 
{pecting the animal we now treat of, was 
proof really wanting to eftablifh fuch 
opinion, which is by no means the cafe, 
as numerous inftlances might be quoted to 

corroborate 
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corroborate a variety of fimilar contrafts, 
were they at all neceffary, to confirm a be- 
lief of what in reality there cannot be the 
leaft doubt of. 


Convinced, therefore, of fuch faéts, it is 
but a natural inference to conclude, the 
beft, or indeed pafture of any kind may not 
be fo equally conducive to the improvement 
and condition: of all immediately after foal- 
img, but that it may aét as a powerful re- 
ftorative upon one, while it relaxes and de- 
bilitates the fyftem of another; particularly 
where, from a vitiated or difeafed ftate of the 
ftomach and inteftines, it pafles fo rapidly 
and indigefted through the body, as to de~ 
pofit but little of either efence or fubftance 
for the fubfiftence of the frame or fupport of 
the foal. 


This is undoubtedly one of the predomi- 
nant caufes of the defect, and fhould be 
counteracted by fuch means as are calculated 
to ftrengthen the digeftive powers, animate 
the circulation, and diffufe a plentiful fup- 
ply of chyle to preferve the neceflary {ecre- 
tions, without which a healthy and im- 

proving 
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proving ftate is not to be expected. To 
effect this, give a warm math every morn- 
ing compofed of brown malt three quarts, 
‘and one of cracked oatmeal, (commonly 
called grits) let the water be poured on boil- 
ing hot, and repeatedly ftirred up till of a 
proper warmth, when it may be given in 
either field or ftable, unlefs any feverity of 
weather fhould render the latter moft eligi- 
ble. In the evening of each day, give half 
a gallon of good found mealy oats, with the 
addition of a pint of old beans, either whole 
or fplit, as will be moft readily taken by 
the fubject for whom they are intended ; 
thefe feeds, exclufive of their great nutritive 
property, will powerfully affift in retaining 
the aliment in the ftomach by their reftrin- 
gent quality, thereby contributing largely to 
the general purport of the whole. 


This plan fhould be perfevered in for fix 
days without intermiflion, when an increafed 
fupply of milk from the mare may be ear- 
neftly expected; but fhould that improve. 
ment not become perceptible, fhe may be rea- 
fonably deemed @ very poor nur/e, and no other 
extraordinary means be attempted to affift 

the 


BREEDING, 79 


the imperfection ; but care muft be taken to 
wean the foal very early in the enfuing win- 
ter, (as will be hereafter explained) upon a 
well juftified prefumption, that at the autum- 
nal declination of grafs, her flender portion 


of fupport for the foal will difappear alfo. 


' How far it may be confiftent, at leaft 
prudent, to breed a@ fecond time from mares 
whofe powers are evidently deficient in fur- 
nifhing fuch portion of milk as is abfo- 
lutely neceffary to ftamp the attempt with 
fuccefs, muft be left entirely to the decifion 
of the parties interefted in the event; fome 
of whom I have before obferved, are, from 
different motives, too much attached to 
undeferving favourites ever to fuffer their 
Opinions to be warped by any confideration 
or remonftrance whatever, For my own ~ 
part, I feel juftified by perfonal experience 
and attentive obfervation; in again making 
public declaration, that in fo ferious and 
expenfive a bufinefs as breedingyefor either 
the turf, field, road, or draft, no blind pre- 
judice or infatuating prepoffeflion fhould in- 
fluence me to perfevere in the practice with 
palpable points, defects, or difqualifications 

againit 
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againft me in either 4or/e or mare; and I 
have not the leaft thadow of doubt remain- 
ing, but thofe who confidently make the 
experiment will have fufficient reafon to ree 
pent the hazard of the undertaking. 


Returning now to the fuccefsful foaling 
of the brood mare, properly adapted toa con- 
tinuation of breeding, we revert to the ac- 
cuftomed method of foon taking her again to 
horfe ; upon which a variety of opinions have 
been tranfmitted from fire to fon, and re- 
echoed from one generation to another. It 
has been the invariable practice with fome,. 
to offer the mare a horfe on the fourth 
day after foaling, to infure « the greater 
chance of immediate conception ;” with o- 
thers, “ to promote an increafed flow of 
milk,” and an eftablithed Opinion, ** that 
the horfe will be more readily taken at 
that time than any future part of the fea- 
fon.” 


Thefe are opinions in themfelves fo per- 
fe@tly inoffenfive, and of fo little confe- 
quence, that they require not the leaft ani- 

madverfion ; 
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madverfion ; on the contrary, are left, open 
to the judgment of every reader, upon the 
confiftency of which, he may determine as 
moft coincident with his own with, or 
the practice of the place he lives ins As 
it is my invariable plan not to enlarge upon 
points that are unneceflary, or ftart obfta- 
cles and condemn cuftoms that can be at- 
tended with no palpable prejudice, I thall 
only intreduce fuch flight remarks as occur, 
without obtruding any thing ditatorially 
decifive to effect or difcourage the local 
cuftoms of others. 


To prevent, hewever, fuch inconvenience 
as may probably arife from too hafty a de- 
termination, let it be taken into confider= 
ation, that by having the mare covered { 
very foon after foaling, you bring her (fhould 
fuch covering be productive) full three 
weeks or a month fooner the next fea- 
fon than the yéar preceding; and fhould 
that have been only in proper feafon, (viz. 
the latter end of April or beginning of 
May) you encounter. the probability of 
much inconvenience; for this calculation 
remaining unattended to, your prodyce may 
fall early in the month of March, not only 
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under the difadvantage of bleak winds and 
frigid fhowers, but before there is a fingle 
blade of exuberant pafture to fubfift the 
dam, or encourage the growth of twelve 
months tedious expectation. 


From what has beén fo lately and re- 
peatedly urged refpecting ‘the properties of 
different kinds of aliment, and its effe& up- 
on the animal fyftem, little more can be ree 
“quired to prove, that whenever a neceflity 
abfolutely exifts for fubfifting the mare en- 
tirely upon dry food, the fecretion of milk 
muft be inevitably reduced, and the im- 
provement of the foal proportionally ob- 
ftructed. Taking this. then as a matter 
univerfally admitted, and, in faét, what no 
man living will attempt to difprove, we 
may naturally conclude no rational invefti- 
gator of truth and confiftency will ‘ever 
deviate fo much from the line of his own 
intereft, as to promote the propagation of 
what muft, at the time of its birth, be in 
a great degree deprived of its moft natural 
means of exiftence ; a deficiency not in his 
power to fupply by any adequate fubftitute . 
whatever, . 


Relin« 
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Relinguifhing therefore fo extravagant an 
idea, we proceed to the time moft natural 
for bringing the mare to the horfe after her 
foaling, if fhe is intended to continue her 
fervices as a brood mare, and to be mana- 
ged accordingly. The time moft applica- 
ble in one refpect, may not prove always 
the moft convenient in another, as it fhould 
be regulated, if poffible, to avoid the be- 
fore mentioned extremes of the foal falling 
‘too early or late in the feafon. Moft mares 
will take the horfe on either the znzh, 
fifteenth, twenty-firf, or twenty-feventh day 
after foaling ; of thefe, neither will occafion 
any great variation in the time of her foal- 
ing the next feafon, though I fhould ad- 
here to either of the two Ja, unlefs the 
mare had foaled late in the year, when the 
jirft or fecond fhould certainly be preferred. 
After which covering, or refufal of the 
horfe, fhe fhould continue to be tried at 
the ftated periods fo particularly fpecified in 
the earlier part of the work; always con- 
cluding the mare to be ftinted, and in a 
{tate of conception, when fhe has repeat- 
edly declined the horfe in the manner there 
defcribed. . 
G2 Before 
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Before we take leave of this part of our 
fubject, it comes diretly in point to offer 
a few words upon the almoft univerfal 
practice of continuing to breed year after 
year, from the fame mare, till nature over- 
driven thwarts the attempt by the occafi- 
onal introduction of a barren year, in direct 
oppofition to the intent of the breeder, de- 
monftrating upon compuljion the neceflity of 
what he did not intend to comprehend by 
choice. 


The very means by which the embryo is 
generated, and the nutriment required, not 
only to fupport its growth during the 
months of geftation, but the fubfequent 
term of its /uction, evidently point out the 
confiftency of fome portion of reft or re- 
{pite for the dam, to acquire additional 
ftrength, after the inceffant labour of con- 
tinually collecting a double portion of food 
to fubfift herfelf and fupport her off- 
fpring. 


The fathionable and predominant plea of 
attachment to intereft and felf-prefervation, 
will render deaf to this remonftrance num- 

bers 
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bers, who, unwilling to * lofe the year,” 
and incapable of imbibing inftru@tion from 
the niceft laws of nature, will be regulated 
implicitly by the diGtates of their own 
mercenary fenfations; affecting to believe, 
that the mare producing @ foal every year, 
will continue her ftock equally ftrong, 
healthy, and valuable, with thofe that are 
favoured with occafional and neceffary in- 
termiffions. ‘This is not the faé& ; attentive 
obfervation, accurate eftimate, and impartial 
decifion, will clearly prove fuch fucceffion 
to degenerate in bone, fize, ftrength, and 
value, when produced from the fame mare 
for a feries of years without the leaft 
ceffation ; while, on the contrary, 2 Single 
year's fallow in every three or four, will, 
upon comparifon critically made, prove in 
the aggregate decidedly in favour of the 
breeder. 


Having gone regularly through every 
branch of information at all appertaining 
to the propagation and prefervation of 
ftock, we now come to thetimeand man- 
ner of weaning ; a matter that muft ever be 
regulated much more by the circumftances 
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of the cafe than the ftate of the feafon, 
depending in a great degree upon the con- 
ditions we proceed to explain. Confidera~ 
tions upon this fubjeé are fo unavoidably. 
complex, and depend fo much upon con- 
tingencies, that a nicety of difcrimination 
is upon all occafions neceflary how to pro- 
ceed in the bufinefs before us. 


The difference of a mare foaling early or 
late in the feafon ; her remaining fallow, 
or having taken the horfe and renewed her 
conception; the forward growth and rapid 
improvement, or puny and backward {tate 
of the foal, are all conditional matters upon 
which variations are to be formed. For 
inftance, where the mare has dropped her 
foal early in the feafon, has again taken the 
horfe, and the foal at her foot has im- 
proved properly, and acquired the defired 
ftrength and fize previous to the commence- 
ment of fevere weather; fuch foal thould 
be taken from the dam fo foon as the de- 
cay of pafture perceptibly occafions a reduc- 
tion. in the fupply of milk ; and this fepa~ 
ration becomes the more immediately ne- 
ceflary upon an eftablithed truth, that the 

longer 
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Jonger.a foal is permitted to opprefs na- 
ture, by a compulfive fecretion and evacu- _ 
ation of milk from a mare again advanced 
in foal, the more will the fubject 7m embryo 
be confequently impoverifhed and reftrained, 
when deprived of its portion of nutriment, 
then converted through another channel, 
and appropriated to a different ufe, This 
incontrovertible fyftem of the animal ceco- 
nomy mutt be fo evidently clear to the moft 
uncultivated comprehenfion, (accuftomed to 
dedicate but little attention to the flighteft 
indications of nature) that it becomes mat- 
ter of admiration how fo abfurd a practice 
can ever be fupported upon the bafis of 
inadvertency ; when it would, be rendering 
nature acceflary to a perverfion of her. own 
laws, even to fuppofe it was ever intended, 
that any animal exifting fhould longer fubfift 
or prey upon the very vita/s of its dam, 
when the frame was again advancing in 
pregnancy with another. 


From this neceflary allufion to a practice 
that is not only exceedingly common and 
too little attended to, but is alfo prejudi- 
cial to the fubjects themfelves in a greater 
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degree than generally underftood, (merely 
for want of a little fcientific reflection upon 
the properties of food and its different ef- 
fects) we come to a cafe appofite in itfelf, 
that muft be regulated accordingly; as, 
where the mare has foaled late in the year, 
and has not been again put to horfe, or 
where the retarded and unpromifing ftate of 
the foal renders extra care and nurfing ab- 
folutely neceffary : In ejther of which, eve- 
ry encouragement fhould be given to pro- 
mote the ftrength and growth of the foal, 
during the inclemency of the winter feafon, 
which, it fhould be remembered, he is not 
nearly fo well enabled to encounter, as 
thofe of a greater age poffefling the advan- 
tages before defcribed. In fuch inftances 
as thefe, although the flow of milk from 
the dam will be very confiderably checked 
by the alteration of food dependent upon 
the different feafons, yet with frequent 
fupplies of good hay to the mare, it may 
be proportionally aflifted, and with occafi- 
onal aids of proper food to the foal, 
great advantages may be derived from let- 
ting them run together through the fevereft 
months of the winter; to eyade the ill 
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effects of which, noéturnal fhelter will very 
much contribute, 


Notwithftanding every poflible informa- 
tion that can be introduced, fuch variety 
of cafes may occur with fo great a compli- 
cation of circumftances, that no literary 
defcription, however diffufe, can prove com. 
pletely adequate to every idea upon the fub- 
je&; conditional inftru@ions muft always 
become fubfervient to the difcriminating 
jucgment of the owner or fuperintendant, 
upon whofe favourable opinion or preju- 
dice, caprice or compliance, will depend 
the effect of the whole; and to fuch pre- 
earigus decifion alone, muft the writer ul- 
timately fubmit the confiftency and execu- 
tion of his direétions, though he were to 
produce an immaculate volume upon the 
fubject. 


Confcious however of the compulfive ne- 
ceflity for {uch dependence, and the diverfity 
of cafes requiring conditional changes to 
the variety of circumftances that may occur, 
no particular week or month can be invaria~ 
bly fixed for weaning ; as fome of the con- 
tingencies before-mentioned may render’ it 
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unavoidably neceflary in the earlieft month 
of the winter, or protract it to the lateft in 
the {pring ; which muft, after all that can 
be offered in print, depend entirely upon 
the difcretion and intereft of the parties 
more immediately concerned. 


Waving, for thofe reafons, farther ani- 
madverfion refpecting the ime, we advert 
to the manner of effecting a change fome- 
times attended with difficulty, but feldom or 
never with danger, particularly when regu 
lated by due attention to circumfiances, /ea- 
fou, ftate, and condition ; confiderations that 
never efcape the eye of vigilance, and ge- 
nerally infure their own reward. Towards 
the conclufion of the year, the foal acquires, 
by inftin@ and obfervation, fome relith for 
pafture, but unluckily begins to enjoy it 
juft at its autumnal declination, when long 
dreary nights, damp fogs, and frequent 
rains have fucceeded the enlivening rays 
of the genial fun, depriving it of its for- 
mer fubftance and vernal fweetnefs; at 
this critical period all nature undergoes a 
vifible alteration, and the change is as fe- 
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vere in its effects upon the animal asthe ve- 
getative part of the world. 


In this. general revolution, the expedted 
and former nutriment from the dam becomes 
not only reduced in guantity, but impaired 
in gualtty ; divefted in a great degree of its 
balfamic and nourifhing property, it wifely 
points out te the foal, the feeling neceflity 
of an adequate fubftitute for fuch defici- 
ency ; under fo predominant a fenfation as 
hunger, he readily fubmits to an alteration 
in the means of fabfiftence, and in a few 
days becomes perfeétly reconciled to the 
food allotted him, provided it is applica- 
ble to the ftate of his infancy, good in 
its kind, and properly {elected to gratify the 


calls of nature. — 


Of thefe there are various kinds, that 
have each their different advocates, whether 
in oats, bran, chaff, barley, wheat, hay, or 
jfiraw, and each advocate loaded with rea- 
fons of the firft importance and felf con- 
fequence, (regulated perhaps by pecuniary 
fenfation) to juftify the opinion he has 
formed: But as it is by no means the pur- 
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pofe to lead our readers through a dull and 
tedious labyrinth of perplexities, without a 
glimmering of either wtzlity or information, 
we fhall endeavour to afcertain the pre- 
ference without animadverting upon the 
judgment and opinion of others, withing 
upon the bafis of truth and confiftency 
only to eftablith the criterion of our own, 


It has been generally faidof Oats (al- 
though the univerfally eftablithed food for 
horfes) that they are dangerous to foals at 
the time of weaning, under an idea of the 
opie nerves being fo violently affected by 
the ftrength required in maftication, as to 
accafion future difeafe, debilitation, and 
fometimes lofs of the eyes; As this is 
however a matter that can never be redu- 
ced to certainty, but muft always remain 
dependent upon conje&ture, without even 
the poifibility of proof, it may be perfectly 
applicable to the difpofition of thofe wha 
entertain doubts, to adopt the alternative of 
feeding with the gram or grits only firtt 
divefled of the hulls, as in the /be// or hufe 
fuch difficulty muft be refident, and not in 
the meal, 
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Bran may have its occafional ufe, when 
called in aid of other alimenr, but is enti- 
tled to little or no eftimation on the {core 
of uutriment, being like the different kinds 
of fraw or chaff, evidently calculated more 
to amufe the appetite and expand the frame 
than fubfit the body. Bar ey, (particu~ 
larly when manufactured, and meliorated 
into malt) as well as WHEAT, commands 
the priority of inyigoration with almoft 
every part of the creation; for whether the 
experiment be made on man, beaft, or the 
more inferior claffes of fow/, or vermin, it 
becomes every way confpicuous. The great 
falubrity and nutritive property of found, 
fragrant, well-made Mzapow and Crover 
Hay are too univerfally known to require 
a fingle line upon their excellence. 


In addition to thefe, moft of which are 
in conftant ufe, may be introduced two ar~ 
ticles equally applicable, though not in 
fuch general requeft; they are neverthelef 
in the higheft eftimation with thofe who 
have proved their utility, and ftand enti- 
tled to the warmeft recommendation. Firft, 
the pul pafling under the denomination of 
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Morse Beans, which from their great 
fubftance, adhefive quality, and known ins 
vigorating power, are juftly fuppofed to 
convey a greater portion of nutriment to 
the fyftem than any other corn appropri- 
ated to the fame ufe. Admitting this to 
be really the cafe, they likewife retain the 
advantage of being readily adapted to horfes 
of every defcription from infancy to age; 
and may be given as exigencies require, ‘ci- 
ther in their natural ftate whole, or /p/it, as 
is the ufual method when given with bran (a 
feed very common with horfes of the lower 
clafs of mechanics) or completely ground, 
(and called dean meal) for the ufe of foals or 
colts, fo young that they are incapable of 
receiving them in any other ftate, 


The other article, whether recommended 
as a ufeful winter fubftitute for the more 
fucculent herbage of the fummer, or only 
as a cheap and additional method of fubfift- 
ence, need only be more generally known 
to eftablifh its own reputation; whether 
joined to the accuftomed food of draft 
horfes ufed in agriculture, colts during 
thofe months of the year when the growth 
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of pafture is reftrained, foals when wean- 
ing, or in addition to the keep of mares 
whofe foals are required and permitted to 
run at the foot a// the winter, it is of e« 
qual utility, particularly to thedatter, whofe 
flow of milk it greatly enlarges “if given in 
fufficient quantities to promote the advan« 
tage, 


Carrors, the article thus highly com- 
mended, after fair and impartial trial, is 
one of the moft valuable in the vegetable 
world, and fo eafy of cultivation, that in 
a light fandy foil no crop is fuppofed to 
produce a greater fhare of emolument; of 
this, certain adventurers are fo well con- 
vinced, that the very labourers in the north 
weft parts of the county of Surry, rent 
from the neighbouring farmers a moiety 
of even the pooreft land upon the verge 
of the barren heath, at the exorbitant price 
of three and four pounds per acre for the 
fummer feafon, only to produce a fingle 
crop, when it is immediately refigned to 
the landlord for his feafon of wheat to 
follow. 
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The largeft and handfomeft they begir 
to pull in September and O¢tober; thefe 
are very neatly formed into bunches, and 
configned to the London market by the 
waggon load, at the enormous expence of 
two guineas for the carriage only, which 
with the additional trouble and charge of 
double oeing, pulling, wafbing, and bunch- 
ing, gives it the appearance of a very expen- 
five crop; but when it is taken into the 
calculation, that Aree, fometimes four loads 
are produced from a fingle acre, that (ac- 
cording to the feafon) fell in London from 
four to fix pounds per load, the great ad- 
vantage becomes palpably ftriking even to 
the moft indifferent arithmetician. But 
the emolument ends not here; for upon the 
average, no more than two-thirds of the 
produce are included in the above propor» 
tion, as turning out fufficiently handfome 
for the trade before defcribed; the re- 
maining proportion, thatare /bort, i//-/haped 
and forked, are deemed refufe, and ufed in 
the winter by fuch growers as have ftock of 
their own, or diipofed of by thofe whe 
have none to their neighbours at a very 
moderate price. To the corroboration of 
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this fact I fpeak experimentally, having 
been a confumer among my own ftock of 
Jour-feore bufbels in one winter, purchafed 
at only fixpence each buthel, exclufive of a 
vety confiderable quantity produced from a 
part of my own land, then under fimilar 
cultivation from a thorough conviction of 
their utility and profit. 


The method to preferve them for the 
winter confumption is as follows: Let 
them be taken up early in the autumn, 
fo foon as their fuperficial or vegetative 
parts begin to decline, and laid upon a bed 
cf new wheat ffraw, (in a dry room or 
clofe granary ) without cleaning, juft as they 
are taken out of the ground; they are then 
to be plentifully covered with the fame 
bedding, to protect them from long and fe- 
vere frofts that frequently enfue, after be- 
ing affected by which, they foon decay and 
become rotten; no fear of this need, ne- 
verthelefs, be entertained, provided proper 
care and attention be paid to the bed and 
covering, as they then continue perfectly 
found to the expiration of a very long win- 
ter. There is alfo another equally effec- 
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tual method of prefervation much in ufe 
in the neighbourhood alluded to, by fub- 
ftituting /and for ftraw, letting them be 
very fubftantially covered to exclude the 
external air; but as that article is not fo 
univerfal, or to be obtained by any means 
in many parts of the kingdom, ftraw mutt 
undoubtedly prove moft convenient for the 
purpofe. 


During the feafon required for confump- 
tion, let any quantity be taken from the 
heap and placed in a math or other tub, 
there covered with water from a pump, 
or pond, as may be moft convenient; when. 
having ftood an hour or two, to foften the 
furrounding earth left on for prefervation, 
they fhould be well wafhed with a heath 
broom for a few minutes, till properly clean s 
then pouring off the foul water, and wafh- 
ing them once more with a pail or two 
of clean, they will foon become dry enough 
for the following operation. 


Let them be cut firft longitudinally, then 
tranfverfely; or, to make ufe of a more 
comprehenfible term, (at leaft rather better 
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adapted to the ruftic capacities of thof likely 
to become the operators) “ athwart and 
acrofs,” into {mall fquares about the fize 
of ahorfe or tick bean; in which ftate they 
will be confumed in the winter with the 
greateft avidity, by any clafs of horfes, mares, 
er colts, either alone: or intermixed with 
chaff, oats, bran, or any other dry food to 
which they are accuftomed. 


To remove fuch doubts as may arife 
in the minds of thofe who pafs through 
life in the true mechanical dog-trot of theit 
great grandfires, and who, from their perfo- 
nal pride .and innate dulnefs, never conde- 
{cend to make an experiment, or fan@ion 
an improvement when made; I think it 
neceflary to repeat the faét, that I have 
with the greateft fuccefs introduced this 
additional article of food to all. the differ- 
ent horfes in my poffeffion (hunters ex- 
cepted) during a long, dreary, and fevere 
winter, never remembering to have had 
them in better health, vigour, and condi- 
tion, Among thefe were a team of draft 
horfes in conftant employment, not only in 
agriculture but occafional hard work upon 
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the road; growing colts of different kinds, 
as well as brood mares and foals, who all 
equally enjoyed a participation of the expe- 
riment in every kind of way it could be 
offered them; tending fufficiently to juftify 
every thing I can prefume to offer in re- 
commendaion of the practice, more parti- 
cularly with ftock required only in improv- 
ing condition during the winter, and net 
deitined to any kind of labour. 


In this juft reprefentation, I beg by no 
means to have my expreffions mifconftrued 
or my meaning perverted, but defire it 
fhould be generally underftood, I urge 
their utility in applicable proportions as a 
cheap auxiliary to other food, without in- 
dulging an idea of their being ufed alone ; 
as well as to have it held in remembrance, 
however ferviceable and healthy they may 
have proved, and certainly are to the unem- 
ployed part of ftock, it was never my in- 
tent to declare them capable of conftituting 
the bas of nutrition and fupport for horfes 
in conftant and laborious work. On the 
contrary, knowing experimentally the great 
expence of biceding, and how neceflary it 
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is to acquire occafional aid from the frequent 
interpofition of economy, I earneftly recom- 
mend the culture of them upon that fcore, 
(in thofe parts of the kingdom not fo fa- 
vourably adapted to breeding) as a very ufe- 
ful and profitable affociate with other food 
for brood mares, foals, and growing colts, in 
fevere or long winters, when hay and corn 
are at an exceeding high price from a gene- 
ral failure in the crop, or an indifferent fea- 
fon for the harvett. 


From this unavoidable deviation we re- 
turn to the bufinefs of WEANING, a mat- 
ter that will be in fome degree more eafily 
reconciled by permitting the foal, to feed 
with the mare for a few days upon the dry 
food previous to the entire feparation.. The 
queftion naturally and indeed generally arif- 
ing at this period, is not, what food is the 
mott falutary for the fubje& in queftion ; but, 
Which is the kind of food moft applica= 
ble to the fenfations of the owner? Though 
was reafon or prudence confulted, that food 
would be adopted moft adequate to the proba- 
ble value of the foal; for notwithftanding all 
that can be urged in the defence of breeding 
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fyftematically, to produce ftock of thape, 
ftrength, figure, fafhion, bone or fpeed (ac- 
cording to the purpofes for which they are 
defigned) there will ftill remain a more than 
moderate proportion of the breeders formerly 
defcribed, who mutt inevitably continue to pro- 
pagate ftock, not warth the proper /upport of 
even the firft twelve months, was their intrine- 
fic value to be brought into arbitrative com- 
petition with the year’s con{umption, 


No doubt can be entertained but the fweet- 
eft hay, with a daily portion of the hulled 
oats and a trifling addition of the bean meal, 
would be as perfectly grateful to the wean- 
ing foal of a five pound pony mare as to the 
palate of a fon of Hicurriyer ; but it is 
natural ‘to conclude, in the prefent hourly 
increafing age of fagacity and penetration, 
Seif-intereft, with its concomitants, will never 
be fo totally obfcured, as not to regulate the 
conduct of the majority, and that mares and 
colts will in general be fupported with a 
political reference to profit and /ofs, however 
fome exceptions (with favourites of a former 
defcription) may produce many a four-year 
eld at the domeftic expence of thirty, forty 
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or fifty pounds, whofe whole accumulation of 
points and perfections will never exceed five 
and twenty when brought to the teft of in- 
{pection at a public market, 


Confcious how many will continue to breed 
under every difadvantage, and to perfift un- 
der every peculiarity, I fhall fubmit the dif 
tinct kind of aliment to be felected, and the 
quantity to be regulated entirely by the judg- 
ment, whim, caprice, experiment, or local 
cuftom of every individual, upon a_ perfect 
conviction he will juftly claim and exert that 
privilege, in oppofition to any opinion or dic= 
tation of mine; whofe farther inftruétions 
upon this head might be candidly confidered 
obtrufive, where conditional direCtions under 
fo many contingencies (as the ftate of various 
fubjects and temperature or feverity of dif- 
ferent feafons) muft prove totally inadequate 
to general application. 


Convinced however, on the contrary, how 
very many there are, who anxious for informa- 
tion and open to inftruétion, poffefs patience to 
receive, and judgment to adopt, every fpecies 
of improvement calculated for the promotion 
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of general good ; it is intirely for their ac- 
commodation, that I have minutely defcended 
not only to an explanation of the quality of 
different kinds of food, but repeatedly to the 
work of digeftion and effect of nutrition, 
that the very means of growth, /irength and 
condition may be more rationally confidered 
and fundamentally underftood. 


Prefuming on the care taken to inculcate 
fuch knowledge, and thoroughly convinced 
of the advantages that arife from a liberal 
diftribution of provender to ftock of every 
kind upon certain emergencies, I beg to con- 
clude my obfervations under this head, with 
an additional injundtion to breeders of every 
denomination, to endeavour in the f¢qwo Jirft 
winters, to acquire all poflible advantage in 
fize, ftrength, and bone; which I have be- 
fore faid, and again affert, depends as much 
upon the judicious and plentiful fupplies of 
food, as the qualifications of horfe or mare, 
fo folely relied upon and eternally echoed by 
thofe fubordinate cavilifts who poffefs the 
opinion, but not the means, to juftify their 
affertion. For fize, ftrength and bone being 
thus conftantly promoted by care and atten- 
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tion, they not only form the frame for a rea- 
dy acquifition of fleth in that feafon of the 
year when nature difpenfes her gifts with a 
more liberal hand, but being once obtained 
can never be obliterated; while, on the con- 
trary, the firft opportunity of acquiring thofe, 
perfecticns being totally loft by an unfair 
reftraint in fuftenance during the frft two 
years, the ftock is more or lefs /inted, and 
an irreparable deficiency conftituted that can 
never be fupplied in the fame fubjeéts, by 
either prefent regret or future repentance, 
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IT will not come within the limits of 
this work, or the intention of the writer, 
to interfere with the operative part of the 
art, offering a differtation upon the routine 
of leading, lunging, backing, riding, mount- 
ing, or difmounting, with eafe, grace, and 
agility; thefe are the profeflional privileges 
of BREAKERS alone, from the ruttic rough 
rider of the moft obfcure village in the coun- 
try, to the fafhionable and accomplifhed 
Menace MAstTer Genera ‘of the me- 
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tropolis. Profefling therefore no interference 
with, or attack upon, the principles of the 
fcience, I proceed to fuch allufive remarks 
and inferences as intereft not only breeders and 
f{portfmen, but all thofe who have any im- 
mediate intercourfe with the fpecies, whether 
from the motive of attachment, pleafure, 


health, or bufinefs, 


The firft objet for general confideration, 
is the age moft proper for bringing into work 
horfes of different defcriptions, according to 
their diftin& appropriations; but this, like 
moft other matters, has become fubtervient 
to the prevalence of fafhion, and in much 
lefs than half a century undergone a total 
revolution. Some years fince (and not a 
great many) colts and fillies were haltered 
and handled a little at three; turned out 
again and completely broke at four; ufed mo- 
derately during their fff year, and thought 
to be fufficiently matured for conftant work at 
fix; fuch fyftem has been, however, gradu- 
ally changing as the value of horfes conti- 
nued to increafe, a circumftance that in all 
probability effected the alteration, by tempt- 
ing breeders to turn their {tock into fpecie, 
with much lefs trouble, expence and anxiety 
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than when kept»fo long upon hand before 
they could be taken tg market. 


This has turned fo much to advantage in 
their annual transfer to the London dealers, 
who purchafe at the famous fairs of Ban- 
bury, Northampton, Leicefter, Reading, and 
many others, (exclufive of their extenfive 
agencies in Yorkfhire and other diftant 
‘ counties) that they are now broke and 
fold fo foon as they have obtained fize, and 
undergo the moft infamous practices upon 
their teeth, to enable the confcientious feller to 
difpofe of a two, three, or four year old, for 
a four, five, or fix; which he frequently does 
with fuch affurances of truth and integrity, 
that the cheat is very little likely to be dif. 
covered by any fagacity or circumfpection 
whatever, 


A fimilar degree of refinement has been 
effected upon the turf, as with the more in- 
ferior claffes ; for what has been promoted by 
intereft on one hand, has been extended by 
the invincible /pirit of oppofition on the o- 
ther. It is but few years fince a four year 
old plate was confidered the firft public trial 
ef {peed and bottom, between young horfes 
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calculated and trained for racing: But horfes 
(as well as women) are, by the great and il- 
lumined effe&t of modern penetration, found 
to be fo much forwarder in the atural ftate 
of their conftitution, that. they are brought 
into ufe many years fooner in the prefent 
than the paft century; having now not. only 
plates conftantly run for by three years old, 
but frequent matches and fweepftakes with 
two years old and yearlings. 


_ In this general improvement (if it can be fo 
termed) I believe any obfervant or experi- 
enced reader will coincide with me in opinion, 
and hazard the affertion, that many hundred 
horfes are annually crippled or irrecoverably 
injured before they arrive at maturity; that 
is, before they arrive at a proper age for the 
work to which they are fo frequently moft 
injudicioufly deftined. In fupport of this 
fa&t, mo greater or more indifputable au- 
thority need be adduced, than a reference to 
the infinity of invalids to be daily feen on all 
the popular roads leading to the metropolis ; 
but fhould a ftronger proof be required, to 
meet the opinions of the ézterefted and incre- 
dulous, let it be extracted from the vifible 
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effect of the burning cautery, or rotational 
multiplicity of FIRED HORSEs in perpetual 
liberation from the hands of every eminent 
operator in the various parts of the kingdom, 
As this cuftom is now too far advanced in 
practice, and too firmly eftablifhed by intereft, 
(at the original fource of circulation) to admit 
of cure or palliation, farther animadverfion 
upon its ill effects cannot be produétive of 
either fuccefs or utility; continuing therefore 
our determination to avoid remarks extrane- 
ous or defultory, we proceed to fuch pra¢ti- 
cal obfervations as are more likely to excite 
general attention. 


Of thefe, none become more entitled to 
the confideration of horfe breakers and their 
employers, than the natural difpofition and 
temper of the fubject they are taking in 
hand; for it isa pofitive fact that more horfes 
have been injured in their tempers and difpofi- 
tions by the indifcretion, impetuofity, or pro- 
Seffiional intoxication of thofe to whofe ma- 
nagement they are unavoidably entrutted, 
than by any other means whatever. 


Rea‘on and obfervation’ afford evident de- 
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m nitration that horfes have their different 
degrees of fagacity ‘and penetration; their 
fpontaneous efforts are all regulated by the 
moft impreffive and inherent  fenfations, 
dependent upon paffions confpicuous as our 
own; fubject to an equal difplay of forti- 
tude,: fear, joy, grief, courage, timidity, at« 
tachment and prejudice as any of the human 
fpecies; and this is fo perfectly known to 
thofe who have made nature the obje& of 
frequent meditation, that they cannot confi« 
der the communication a matter of novelty 5 
while thofe who receive the information un- 
der an impreffion of doubt, mutt, in the mo- 
ments of reflection, be ferioufly convinced 
they have read but little in the fertile volume 
of experience. 


Upon the moft palpable conviétion, that 
thofe paflions have a predominant afcendancy 
over their different fubjeéts, I prefume to 
urge the confiftency of rendering the animal 
obedient to the will, by fuch methods as are 
calculated more to acquire -his fubmiffion 
than excite his anger; or, in other words, 
to accomplith the bufinefs more by gentle 
means than coercive exertions. The necef- 
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fity for earneftly recommending this lenity 
in the practice, has arifen from innumerable 
inftances within my own knowledge, of 
horfes rendered invincibly reftiff by the dint 
of perpetual ill ufage and unjuft oppofition ; 
when from the natural bent of their difpofi- 
tions, a different mode of treatment would 
have produced a dire&t contrary effect. — 


To this part of the fubje&t I have ever 
paid the greateft perfonal attention, and de- 
clare, with the ftri€teft adherence to truth, 
I never yet faw a reffiff horfe made better 
by violence and abufe, If any vociferous dif= 
putant, fond of difplaying his courage and 
exerting his power, feels his zxnate cruelty in 
fome degree abridged by the intervention of 
humanity, and arrogantly afks, ‘* Whether he 
is to abandon his purpofe, and permit the 
horfe to gain the vidtory and become his 
matter ?” I anfwer him with the greateft fe- 
renity, ‘* On no account whatever.” Such 
is not the purport of my recommendation ; 
our intents are undoubtedly the fame, but to 
be eventually accomplifhed by very different 
means; I repeatedly urge the propriety of 
due attention to the various tempers and dif- 
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pofitions of horfes, upon the pureft convic- 
tion, that the treatment really neceffary for a 
horfe of very high courage and almoft in- 
vincible fpirit, cannot be confiftent or proper 
for one of extreme timidity; that one horfe 
may be fubdued from any ‘predominant vice, 
or regulated to any particular aétion, by a 
moderate exertion of power, while another 
will fubmit only to a conftant difplay of the 
greateft tendernefs and familiarity, Thefe 
extremes frequently exift in horfes of a fimi- 
Jar clafs, value, {peed, and qualifications ; 
equally liable to injurious impreflions from 
being managed in a way directly oppofite to 
the very nature of their difpofitions. 


A due degree of patient difcrimination 
fhould be always exerted, to difcover the tem- 
per of the fubject and afcertain the line of 
diftinction ; what may be expected from a 
fleady firmnefs and perfuafive mildnefs, pre- 
vious to the too ready exertion of violence, 
in general very eagerly conceived and mali- 
cioufly executed. Horfes are perfectly con- 
{cious of the different treatment they re- 
ceive, and give the moft ftriking proofs of 
their attachment or diflike in confequence : 


This 
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‘This is a fact but little known amidft the 
multitude of /uperficial obfervers and metro- 
politan fportfmen, but incontrovertible with 
thofe who furvey this animal with the daily 
eye of exquifite pleafure and admiration. 


The equanimity, fortitude, and fobriety, 
fo indifpenfibly neceflary for the fuccefsful 
breaking and management of young, reftiff, 
timid, or high fpirited and refractory horfes, 
muft be too fenfibly felt by every judicious: 
Reader, to require the leaft animadverfion 
upon the advantage of fuch qualifications ; 
I fhall therefore proceed toa few remarks 
upon thealmoft fyftematic conduct of grooms, 
breakers, and fervants, (to whofe care horfes 
of the firft eftimation are unavoidably entruft- 
ed) who perfifting indifcriminately to effec 
all their purpofes dy force, frequently err 
much more from the very motive that Pope’s 
ruftic hero whiftled, “ want of thought,” 
than any pre-determined fpirit of oppofition 
to the rules of confiftency and difcretion. 


It is no uncommon occurrence with con- 
ftant travellers, to perceive one of this de- 
{cription mounted upon a horfe denominated 

Vo. II, I rehiff, 


Ir4 BR E.A KIN G. 


reftiff, that without any apparent motive 
(at leaft perceptible to the rider) by which 
the caufe may be difcovered, fuddenly /fop, 
retreat, or turn round upon the road, vifibly 
encreafing his reluctance to go forward, in 
proportion to the anger and violent oppofi- 
tion of the rider ; who, too frequently a 
flave to irafcibility, rafhly fuppofes his cou- 
rage is now put to the teft, and becomes im- 
mediately determined to conquer by violence 
or lofe his life in the attempt. This hafty 
refolve affords no moment to reflect upon 
the imperfections of eur own nature, the 
daily inconfiftency of our proceedings, or the 
means by which they are excited or reftrained; 
a total ftranger to the /chool of philofophy, 
and little read in the book of refined /enfa- 
tion, he deals about him with whip and 
{pur moft unmercifully, till the animal (with 
perhaps a difpofition directly like his own) 
‘Tevolting ftill more at the feverity or inhu- 
manity of the treatment, becomes outrageous, 
and by exertions of ftrength or ftratagem, 
difmounts his rider, or in a retrogade motion 
-depofits him in a ditch, on one fide the rode 
or the other, The action is now renewed 
between horfe and foot in a different way, 

| the 
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the latter attacking the former with the ut- 
moft violence over the head and eyes, erro- 
neoufly adopting AN IR1cisM, to bring bim 
forward by driving him back; This perpe- 
tual and fevere difcipline often roufes in the 
fubject a certain kind of habitual callofity 
to every future intervention of tendernefs, 
and renders him ever after incapable of be- 
coming cheerfully obedient to what he con- 
fiders his moft inveterate enemy, 


Some horfes are alfo brought to a certain 
degree of ftarting exceedingly dangerous, by 
a fimilar and equally improper mode of treat 
ment; for there can be no doubt but horfes 
that are young, or have been but little ufed, 
muft have fome time, patience, care and 
attention beftowed to reconcile them to the 
ftrange and numerous objects upon a public 
road, before they can be expected to ap- 
proach-or pafs them without fudden furprife 
and trouble. Indeed, the great variety and 
velocity of the different vehicles upon all the 
populous roads, but particularly round the 

-metropolis, render it a matter of abfolute 
wonder, how fuch an infinity. of the higheft 
mettled horfes in the kingdom, fhould be 

I 2 eternally 
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eternally pafling each other in crouds without 
thofe dreadful accidents fo natural to expect 
and fortunately fo little heard of. 


It is really a matter of concern, that a cuf- 
tom fo inconfiderate and abfurd fhould ever 
have gained ground, as the practice of inftant- 
ly beating and goading a horfe upon his only 
method of exprefling a momentary and na- 
tural impulfe of fear, at any ftrange or un- 
common object that may come fuddenly upon 
him, or to which he may not have been 
accuftomed : In this, as the former cafe, a 
fimilar degree of feverity and cruel difplay 
of power are exerted by the major part of 
the bumane and enlightened clafs before- 
mentioned ; for upon the horfe’s firft ftart- 
ing, whether from fear or diflike, he in- 
ftantly receives a blow on the head with whip 
or ftick, accompanied with the very empha- 
tical impreflion of both {purs, without allow- 
ing the poor animal amoment to recover from 
the firft furprife; this repeated, conftitutes a 
ceremony we have before explained, and totally 
deftroys the bafis of mutual confidence, that 
fhould be carefully preferved to infure the 
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faithful fervices of one and the Rreietedh 
of the other, 


Great inconveniencies arif from this un- 
juft and fevere method of treating horfes in 
general, where from blows indifcriminately. 
dealt in paflion, the bones of the head, or 
the eyes, are irreparably injured by the fer- 
vant, and the real caufe never truly known 
tothe mafter; feveral inftances having oc- 
curred within my own knowledge, of exfo- 
liations from the jaw bones, (with and with- 
out a diflodgement of teeth) fome of which 
I ditcovered upon infpecting what the owners. 
imagined to be a difeafe or canker in the 
mouth, and not till an examination of the 
bones of others after death ; the greater part 
or all of which, I have no doubt, were pro« 
duced by blows with weapons very little cal- 
culated for rods of correction. 


That there can be no doubt of horfes fuf- 
taining great injuries by thefe means, I have 
every reafon to. believe, from numbers I 
have feen fall infentl tothe ground, upon 
receiving a blow feemingly flight and of no 
great force immediately behind the ear : 

I 3 Among 
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Among thofe, my memory furnithes me with 
inftances of two that happened in the pub- 
lic parts of different large towns ; one paf- 
fionately inflicted by a brother of the faculty, 
the other by a fon of the church; the laf 
of which was almoft accompanied with fo 
fingular a circumftance, that I cannot refit 
the temptation of a fhort digreffion to re- 
cite it. 


Being a man of very low ftature, and 
engaged to preach (for an abfent friend) in 
an exceeding large church and high pulpit 
not a hundred miles from one of our univer- 
fities, he delivered his text from that part 
of f{cripture including the words, ** Ina Kittle 
time you fhall fee me, and in a little time you 


jrall not ;” at this moment, the {tool up- 
on which he ftood, to render himfelf con- 


{picuous to the congregation, flipping from 
under him, rendered him not only inftantly 
mvifible, but proved the words of his text 
to have been felected with the moft prophetic 
snfpiration, , 


Leaving to the force of imagination the 
genera] confternation of his auditors and the 
| confufion 
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confufion of the preacher, I proceed to his 
additional mortification in the fame town a 
fhort time after; where riding up to the door 
of his draper upon a favourite horfe, and the 
horfe very little ufed to the hurry of large 
towns, inftantly ftarted at fome obje@ with- 
in or without; when the little man, zm bis 
warmth, giving him a petulant blow upon 
the head, brought both horfe and rider to 
the ground in the prefence of twenty inha- 
bitants, who having his former dilemma 
freth in their memories, it doubly infured him 
the appendage of <* A little time ye fhall fee 
me, and a little time ye fhall not;” which 
honourable diftinction will, in all probability, 
accompany him to the grave, he being at 
prefent only in the prime of life, 


From fuch remarks as I thought abfolutely 
neceflary to expofe the ciuelty of ill ufing 
horfes, and demonftrate my invariable opi- 
nion, that violence and unjuft feverity, nine 
times out of ten, injures their tempers and 
confirms their vices; I come to fuch proof'as 
may tend not only to obtain converts to that 
opinion, but to introduce a juttification of my 
own ; viz. that horfes of mild tempers and 

I 4 pliable 
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pliable difpofitions, may be brought to every 
ftate of perfection by gentle ufage correfpond- 
ing with their own frame of mind; while, 
on the contrary, the ferocity of the higheft 
fpirited may be gradually fubdued by exerti- 
_ Ons of fleady authority and perfevering forti- 
tude, blended with intervening aéts of kind- 
nefs and occafional encouragement, without 
defcending to the moft unjuttifiable ill ufage, 
tending only to excite invincible prejudice 
and perpetual oppofition, 


The proofs upon which fuch opinion is 
incontrovertibly founded, conftitute an expe- 
rience of twenty years, in which time I have 
attentively analized the tempers of horfes, 
and the practical principles of their breakers 
with as much fervency as the profeftional 
abilities and medical knowledge of Country 
Farriters, {fo fully and repeatedly explained in 
different parts of the former Volume. There 
is a certain analogy in the practice of both; 
and &7// or cure may be adopted by each for 
his motto, without injury to either; and with 
much greater propriety than one of the fame 
learned fraternity defined. his employer’s horfe 
to be « Semper eadem,” worfe and worfe; or 

the 
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the other, Vivant Rex, dead as a door nail, 
by G-d, Sir.” Thefe flips are, however, to 
be charitably confidered fublime effufions of 
fancy, to which men of fuperior genius are 
juftly entitled, as laudably emerging from 
vulgar explanation, and fublimely foaring be- 
yond the limits of common comprehenfion. 


EXPERIENCE is, upon the foundation of 
the ancient adage, univerfally faid ** to make 
Jools wife.” Toa little of that falutary ex- 
perience I acknowledge myfelf indebted, and 
am not afhamed to confefs, that in the very 
early part of life, I became a temporary 
flave to.cuftom, and creduloufly beftowed my 
premium of three guineas (exclufive of the 
keep) to have a colt rendered every thing 
that was bad, by the moft popular diftri- 
butor of equeftrian difcipline in the neigh- 
bourhood of my refidence; when after an 
abfence of fix weeks, the time fixed on ne- 
ceflary to complete his education and render 
him a paragon of perfection, he was re- 
turned fo caparifoned, bitted, cavifoned, mar- 
tingaled, and cruppered, that he feemed ad- 
mirably decorated for the immediate adven- 


tures of aknight errant, the field day charger 
of 
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of a general officer, or ready accoutred for 
the champion of England to make his public 
entry into Weftminfter Hall. My inftruétions 
were, to ride him for fome time ‘* in bit 
tackle,” though he was as we// broke, as ftean 
dy, temperate and fafe as any horfe in the 
kingdom.” My very firft excurfion, how- 
ever, convinced me of the honour and pro- 
bity of this fcientific operator; for the colt 
was in pofleflion of every yice withouta fingle 
perfection in his favour, except a wonderful 
alacrity in /fopping, which he had the kind- 
nefs to do unfolicited, at every public houfe 
upon the different roads for fome miles round; 
to all which he had been rotationally led, and 
daily placed for many hours in the ftable 
of one or the other, while his indefatigable 
tutor was, like “ friend Razor’ in the Up- 
holfterer, conftantly getting drunk for the 
good of his country ! , 


As I before faid, he was much worfe in 
qualities and condition than at his depar- 
ture; but as the reward had been gradually 
drained during the time the fuppofed work 
was in hand, purchafed experience and pati- 
ent repentance were the only remaining con- 
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lations. ‘This mortifying impofition having 
excited no {mall degree of ftabularian emu- 
lation, I commenced rough rider to my 
own little eftablifhment, under the influence 
of juit refentment, determined to try the 
efiect of frequent affociation, regular per- 
Jonal feeding, conftant exercife, and gentle 
treatment, to complete my purpofe ; which 
attempt having been crowned with the moft 
perfect fuccefs, and formed the bafis of all 
my future endeavours, I have never fince (a 
period of twenty-one years) condefcended 
to accept or reward the fervices of breakers 
or rough riders of any denomination for 
their ineffimable aflittance; although in fome 
inftances I admit their utility, and acknow- 
ledge there are many, whofe merit and in- 
tegrity are entitled to commendation and re~ 
ward; but their proportion is by no means 
equal to thofe pot valiant heroes, who take 
their rides and potations in ftri&t fucceffion, 
upon the principle of Paz in Midas, who 
fays, ** When I am moft rocky, I beft fit 
my faddle.” This I can never be induced 
to doubt in oppofition to occular demonftra- 
tion, as it is the general ftate in which I 
macet the mo? eminent profefors in every 

part 
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tem of inftruction their fubject mutt cer- 
tainly derive every neceflary advantage. 


* Without defcending toa tedious enumera- 
tion of the injuries colts in breaking, or 
horfes in exercife, receive from pretended 
breakers or worthlefs grooms under the effect 
of intoxication, I return to the fubjet of ~ 
thofe that are refi or addicted to farting ; 
the general mifmanagement of which, I have 
already deferibed without at all heightening 
the picture toa degree of exaggeration, and 
have now to add, that upon a well-founded 
opinion of the inconfiftency of fuch f-vere 
treatment, I firft formed my determination 
to encounter the cure of thofe defects, by a 
method direély oppofite, whenever time fhould 
afford me applicable opportunity. 


It is, P muft acknowledge, fome little gras 
tification of perfonal ambition, to have fuc- 
ceeded fo well in a confirmation of the opi- 
nion ¥ had indulged, refpeéting the erroneous 
and cruel treatment of horfes of fuch de- 
fetiption ; and with no trifling fatisfaion I 
communicate the fact, of having been pof- 
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feffed at different times of three horfes incor- 
rigibly ref7f, and as much fubje& to that 
dangerous failure of /larting as any horfes in 
the univerfe without exception. Thefe were 
feparately purchafed witha perfect knowledge 
of their defects, and at a price proportioned 
to their deficiencies; each of the owners and 
their fervants confidering themfelves in fuch 
perpetual danger, that it was determined to 
afford no farther chance of a fracture for the 
Surgeon or a furvey for the Coroner; but to 
difpofe of them at all events as incurable. 
The horfes purchafed under fuch accumu- 
lation of difadvantages, (without arrogating 
to myfelf a fuperiority in horfemanthip or 
courage) I reduced by a patient perfeverance 
in the plan I have already laid down (as 
infallible) to the moft pliable and beft con~ 
ditioned horfes I have ever had in poffeffion ; 
ufing no other correction of feverity with 
either whip or fpur, than juft fufficient to let 
them be convinced I did not practice /enity 
from the motive of pufillanimity, but to af- 
ford them the alternative of fubmitting to 
treatment much more adapted to their own 
eafe and fafety. 


By 
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By this invariable prefervation of temper 
and perfeverance in difcipline, I never found 
but little difficulty in effecting my purpofe, 
not only in reducing them to unconditional 
fubmiffion, but in exciting fo great an attach= 
ment from them, that their obedience and 
perfections in the field, or upon the road, 
rendered them objects of general requeft 
among my friends, at any equitable price I 
thought proper to fix them at. If I had, 
however, a fingle doubt remaining upon the 
propriety of this mode of treatment, a recent 
cafe has arifen to eradicate @ thoufand if they 
had exifted ; and left me in the moft unfullied 
poffeffion ofan opinion, not to be relinquifhed 
upon the perfuafion of any advocate for the 
violent meafures I have fo juftly reprobated 
and fo earneftly defpife. 


The inftance fo far exceeding all others I 
have feen, is of a blood horfe now in my 
poffeffion, and univerfally known to be one of 
the fleeteft iz fve of the moft fafhionable 
popular hunts in the kingdom ; this horfe, 
when purchafed, was perhaps the mott re/iff, 
Jullen, and refractory ever brought into ufe ; 
his figure and qualifications were neverthelefs 
fo 
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fo palpably ftriking, they naturally excited 
every unremitting endeavour to reclaim him, 
The tafk, however, for the firft two or three 
weeks bore the moft unpromifing afpeé&t ; no 
method that I could adopt, feemed to have 
the leaft effe& upon the obduracy of his dif- 
pofition; hardened to an almoft invincible 
{pirit of oppofition by former victories on his 
fide, and repeated ill ufage on the other, 
neither perfuafive encouragement nor violence 
could prevail on him to move a fingle yard 
forward but when it was perfectly his own 
pleafure; he would not only continually ftop 
in all paces, without the leaft obftacle or 
vifible caufe whatever, and continue his de- 
termination not to go at all forward fora 
great length of time, but perfevere in a re- 
trogade motion an incredible diftance, with 
the ufual concomitants of rearing, plunging, 
and £icking to fo violent a degree, that num- 
bers of a much more ferene and philofophic 
temper than myfelf, would have certainly pro- 
ceeded in their refentment to the utmottextre- 
mity, and fome time or other have left him 
crippled or dead upon the {pot. In this daily 
dilemma, it was the general opinion of inti- 
mate friends, and thofe who were conftant 
| {peCtators 
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{pectators of the danger I rode in for fome 
weeks, that he was abfolutely not to be fub- 
dued, and they pofitively advifed me to aban- 
don the undertaking ; but the inftinétive f{pi- 
rit of attachment to that induftrious motto, 
** PERSEVERE AND ConQueErR,” encouraged 
me to continue my original plan, which I 
have repeatedly explained and moft forcibly 
recommend ; for under that fyftem of fteady 
and unremitting firmnefs, divefted of vio- 
lence, and blended with intervening acts of 
tender encouragement, he is become one of 
the f{teadieft and moft temperate hunters in the 
field; though it is plainly perceptible by the 
agitation fo conftantly difplayed in the eye, 
the ear, and action, wpon the approach of 
every firanger, that he had repeatedly expe- 
rienced the fevere effects of bodily abufe and 
ill ufage before he came into the ¢emperate 
region of my pofteffion. 


Thefe cafes are not introduced from any 
motive of vanity, to blazon my own practice 
with the ftamp of perfection in fafhionable 
‘* feats of horfemanthip,” but toafford expe- 
rimental, demonftrative, and incontrovertible 
proof, (founded upon repea:ed perfonal trials 

of 
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of time, patience and danger) that horfes 
the moft perverfe, obftinate and refractory 
are to be fubdued and rendered compleatly 
tractable, with much more certainty, huma- 
nity, propriety and expedition, than by thofe 
unjuftifiable acts of violence fo repeatedly 
mentioned and accurately explained. 


Convinced of this fact by the moft at- 
tentive obfervation, my mind is too fcru- 
puloufly formed to admit of an alteration 
in opinion; and I cannot indulge the leaft 
doubt, but the fubject will ,undergo in 
future a nicet decifion, by thofe gentle- 
men whofe opportunities have not been fuf- 
ficiently numerous to afcertain the effect of 
the different mode of treatment upon dif- 
ferent fubjeéts to a critical degree of diftinc+ 
tion; venturing alfo an additional belief, in 
which I flatter myfelf moft obfervers will 
coincide, that horfes originally refiff or ad- 
dicted to fudden ftarting, are continually 
habituated in their vices by repeated ill ufage 
of fervants and the perpetual transfer from 
one owner to another, under all the difad- 
vantage, prejudice, and refentment inflicted 
upon a bad name, without the lucky chance 
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of once falling into patient and proper hands 
to effect the work of reformation. 


SHOEING 


IS a matter of fo much importance, 
that it cannot be too clearly explained, or 
too generally underftood, confequently cre- 
ates no furprife that fo many writers have 
condefcended to offer their fentiments upon 
a fubject of fuch magnitude ; but it is to be 
ferioufly regretted, thofe opinions have been 
{ubmitted to public infpeftion in fo re- 
mote a way, as applies much more to the 
profeffional conception of individuals than 
the ftandard of general comprehenfion, 


The various differtations upon fhoeing, or 
difeafes of the feet, have been in general 
too fublime in their language and too much 
interfperfed with anatomical difquifition and 
technical jargon, to acquire public patron- 
age and commendation ; to fuch inconfiftency 
alone may perhaps be. juftly attributed their 
confignment to oblivion fo foon after publi- 
cation, A minute and {cientific inveftiga- 
tion or anatomical defcription of all the cor- 
tefponding parts, their a@tions and. effects, 

cannot 
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cannot be the moft proper and ‘confiftent 
method of being clearly underftood by the 
very clafs or clafles of people particularly 
interefted in the explanation. Ruftic Farri- 
ers and uneducated grooms cannot, and Grn- 
TLEMEN will not, embark in the dull and 
difagreeable tafk of theoretic or practical dif- 
fection, to difcover the feat and appropria- 
tion of the tendo Achilles, or the articu- 
lation of the coronary bone; nor do I con- 
fider it more neceflary for a gentleman to 
pafs through a ftudy of this kind to afcer- 
tain a proper conditional method of order- 
ing his horfes to be fhod, than to go 
through a courfe of anatomical le€tures and 
phyfical enquiries, becaufe, like the reft of 
mankind, he is fubjec& to daily indifpofi- 
tion. 


Abftrufe ftudy upon fo plain a fubjeét 
can never be expected from all the claffes 
fo immediately concerned, it therefore be- 
comes the province of the writer, to re- 
duce his inftructions to fuch concife un- 
difguifed explanation, and mode of plain 
reafoning om one fide, as may require no 


uncommon powers of comprehenfion on 
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the other. Authors are too frequently yain 
of their own abilities, and feem to believe 
too much matter cannot be introduced 
(however extraneous or digreflive) to give 
their works the appearance of elaborate 
ftudy and profound erudition; lofing the 
fubject in an affected fublimity of diction, 
without adverting to the great numbers 
who either with to acquire information 
by every poflible means where the trouble 
of xeading can be avoided, or to obtain the 
purport of their medical refearches by the 
moft fuperficial and leaft expenfive enquiry. 


The various animadverfions of different 
writers under this head, are evidently too 
clofely wrapped in the veil of obfcurity, 
and feem purpofely addrefled much more 
to the anatomical judgement of the {cien- 
tific Artift and operative Farrier, than to 
the underftandings of the many, by whom 
we are to fuppofe it fhould be egually un- 
derfiood. An elegant arrangement of words, 
and ambiguity of exprefiion, may conftitute 
aloftinefs of ftile more pleafing to the 
gentleman, or the fcholar, delighting in a 
judicious difplay of ,polifhed periods; but 
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in the prefent inftance is required, fuch 
eafy flow of plain defcriptive matter, as 
becomes perfectly applicable to the infe- 
flor capacities proportionally interefted in 
its effects, who have not the leait right to 
be excluded their fhare of knowledge, for 
the oftentatious introdu@tion of pedantic 
phrafeology. 


Such connected chain of ufeful informa- 
tion, divefted of obfcure references to re- 
mote confiderations, (that ferve only to 
erect one myftery upon the bafis of ano- 
ther) mutt certainly prove much more ap- 
plicable to the intentional purport of com- 
mon conception and general improvement, 
than the. many laboured differtations whofe 
titles promife /0 much, and whofe learned 
contents communicate /o /itt/e, at leaft, to be 
generally underftood: Under the influence 
of this imprefiion, I have ever confidered 
fuch concife, plain, intelligent advice, as will 
enable every gentleman, {portfman, or tra- 
veller, to perceive the neceflity of adapting 
the mode of fhoeing to the fhape of his 
horfe’s foot, and the manner of his going, 
is all that can be required; to prevent bow- 
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ing implicit obedience to the felf-fufficient 
dictation of every rural Vulcan, who in 
general {peaks fuch ‘* an infinite deal of 
nothing,” that it is equally difficult to 
underftand as to be underftood. 


Previous to farther progrefs upon a fub- 
ject we will endeavour to treat. with great 
plainnefs and per{picuity, it becomes un- 
avoidably neceflary to take a flight furvey of 
the inconfiftent ground-work, upon which 
the fabric of {uch publications have been 
raifed ; as we may, perhaps, have cccafion 
to introduce fome few obfervations of prac- 
tical remarks upon the propriety of their 
recommendations, which fhall neverthelefs 
be produced with all poffible delicacy to 
the different writers, withing by no means 
to irritate their feeling in the fupport of an 
oppofite opinion, where an incumbent duty 
renders the inculcation indifpenfible, 


The inconfiderate career of fome pens, 
and the invincible cacoethes fcribendi of 
others, compel the involuntary tafk of dif- 
quifition, to prevent the ill effe€ of lite- 
rary impofition, or mifreprefentation, upon 


the 
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the credulity and inexperienced judgment 
of individuals; who are in general, par- 
ticularly the uncultivated claffes, (by far 
the moft numerous) difpofed to believe 
every thing fanctioned with the authority 
of the prefs and the name of the: Printer 
bears the incontrovertible ftamp of infal- 
libility. Under the influence of this re- 
fletion, and to prove the ftri& juftice of 
the affertion, it becomes direétly in point 
to ftate fuch inconfiftencies as evidently 
arife in retrofpection. A writer of the pre- 
fent day confidently tells us in his title 
page, he is ‘ an experienced Farrier of 
fifty years practice,” and promifes (accord- 
ing to cuftom) a great deal more informa- 
tion and jinftruction than he ever conde- 
fcended to perform. He then leads you 
through two hundred pages of dull uninte- 
refting anatomical defcriptive, obliquely co- 
pied from the elaborate work of G1Bson ; 
interlards the remaining hundred and feventy 
pages with the almoft obfelete prefcriptive 
parts of the ancient Syftem’ of Farriery, 
(flightly varied to evade the charge of di- 
rect plagiarifm) without the coinage .of a 
new thought, or the leaft indicated know- 
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ledge of a new medicine. ‘The utility of 
bark, opium, antimony, and mercury, thofe 
grand fupporters of the MATERIA MEDICA, 
fcem almoft unknown to him; and that great 
bafis of external application in modern 
practice, with its accumulation of valuable 
properties, the SaTurnine Extract, 
he has never once given proof of the moft 
fuperficial acquaintance with. But what 
renders it ftill more extraordinary is, that 
out of fo great a number of pages he has 
thought proper to beftow, upon the fub- 
ject of fhoeing, and all the diforders, acci- 
dents, or infirmities, to which the feet are 
hable, twelve only, including his long and 
inoffenfive prefcripts for their mitigation or 
cure. However, as the circulation of the 
book has been too contracted and infigni- 
ficant to gratify the wants, or eftablifh the 
reputation of the writer, it will be but az 
act of charity to contract the remarks al, 
fubmitting both to their inevitable obli- 
vion. 


Another of not only longer ftanding, but 
much greater eftimation, has condefcended 
to afford a few more “‘ REFLECTIONS UPON 
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SHOEING Horsgs;” but, exclufive of its 
being a confefled tranflation (and confe- 
quently entitled to little more refpect than 
bear-fay evidence in a court of juttice) it is fo 
replete with mechanical principles and ma- 
thematical reafoning; fo interfperfed with 
abftrufe references and technical allufions to 
certain domes and tendons, their motions and 
effects, that I cannot reconcile the defcrip- 
tion as at all applicable to the intellectual 
capacities of thofe moftly concerned in the 
operative or fuperintending part of the 
procefs. 


A third has produced what he denomi- 
nated ‘* A Treatife on the Difeafes and 
Lamenefs of Horfes, with a proper Method 
of Shoeimg in general; but whether from a 
want of {tability in his own difpofition (or 
what other motive I know not) he foon 
took a formal leave of the principal {ub- 
ject, and entertained his readers with a 
dance through Turkey, the defarts of Ara- 
bia, and a comparative furvey of the whole 
animal creation; ornamenting almoft every 
page with various Latin quotations, as an 


excitement to the general improvement of 
all 
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all parties interefted in the explanatory parts 
of his work. 


This author, in the early part of his 
tract, fays, ‘‘If you pretend to have your 
horfe fhod according to your own mind, 
it is a general faying among thefe men, 
that they do not want to be taught.” This 
very acknowledgment of his juftifies the 
neceflity of recommending to the remem- 
brance of every gentleman, fport{man, or 
traveller, that he is, iz the bu/ine/s of /hoe- 
ing, only the imaginary main {pring in the 
operative part; and that his inclination or 
directions become unavoidably dependant up- 
on the will of another. That this remark 
may be divefted of its paradoxical appear- 
ance, let it be underftood how very much 
the /afety, propriety, and excellence of ma- 
nual execution depend upon the well-timed 
liberality of THe GENTLEMAN; or, in 
farther illuftration of a paflagé that may 
favor too much of ambiguity to thofe whofe 
pecuniary pulfations render it difficult of 
comprehenfion, it is almoft incredible how 
very miuch occafional judicious interpofi- 
tions of good. beer, (or the means to obtain 
it) with the fubordinate operator, unproves, 

to 
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_t0 a certainty, the fyftem of “ SHorING IN 
GENERAL,” through every part of England, 


The mechanical world at large ftand in 
no need of information, that in all climates, 
regions, countries, and counties, there are 
(patling under the denomination of gentie- 
men) pofieflors of horfes, too mean and 
mercenary ever to be obeyed, farther than 
they can command by the inceffant fufpi- 
cion and perfonal fatigue of ocular demon- 
{tration; whofe very /ervants, as well as 
tradefinen, juftly hold them in fo much de- 
teftation, and whofe condud is fo inconfift- 
ently confiftent, that it ferves only to en- 
creafe the general odium of their charaers, 
(with the additional mortification of feeling 
the weight of the opprobrium) without the 
power or inclination to retrieve them. 


This univerfal refentrhent extends itfelf, 
in its effects, to his moft trifling concerns; 
the fame diflike and indifference that fol- 
Jow him in all other refpe@s, attend him 
in this; the fignificant appellation of *@ 
d—d bad one” is equitably beftowed upon 
him by the domeftics under his own roof, 

and 
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and re-echoed from /fervant to fmith, and 
Jmith to fervant; while the poor animal 
becomes the fubject of paflive obedience; 
for whether wel/ or i// fhod, pricked or lamed, 
isa matter of indifference to all parties ex- 
cept the owner, who being thus acknow- 
ledged fo defpicable a charaéter, no one feels 
for his difquictude or misfortunes, but ex- 
ultingly exclaims, that what’s too dad for 
another is too good for him. 


Such charaéters as thefe are not the pro- 
lific effect of a fertile imagination, but ex- 
act pictures of objects the produce of every 
foil. No gratification of ambition, no per- 
fonal oftentation, can be indulged in the 
prefent difcrimination, by arraigning the 
difgraceful want of liberality in others, or 
vainly endeavouring to extol my own: It 
is, however, matter of the moft unfullied 
exultation, that fuch accufation has never 
been known to reach the hofpitable hall 
of a SporTsMAN’s HasiTaTion; their 
univerfally admitted generofity (calculating 
upon the principle of  felf-prefervation) 
flands much more in need of the curd 
than the /pur, the general tenor of every 
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purfuit leaving them totally exculpated from 
the bare fufpicion of being included in the 
** beggarly defcription.” 


Taking leave, therefore, of that part of 
the fubject as can but ill accord with the 
feelings of thofe who may become perfo- 
nally affected by fo faithful a reprefenta- 
tion of their domeftic fpenury; I beg per- 
miffion to recommend for their delibera- 
tive imitation, a part of my invariable prac- 
tice fora feries of more than twenty years. 
This has always been, to let the manual 
operator (or journeyman, whom I ever con- 
fidered the maim fpring of the machine) 
enjoy fome pecuniary compenfation, in ad- 
dition to the profeffional emolument of 
the mafter, not more from a confcientious 
conviction of its being greatly merited by 
the trouble, care, and danger of fhoeing 
high {pirited and refractory horfes, than 
experimental demonftration, that GeENERO- 
sity, founded upon the dafis of equity, will 
inevitably infure its own reward. This 
is at leaft a leffon I have every right to 
inculcate, when I can affirm with the ftri@- 
eft veracity, I have never had a horfe fuf- 
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tain the moft trifling injury under the hands 
of the Smrrm, nor ever a horfe p/ated but 
what proved a winner. 


The trifling attention, the humane bene- 
fation of a cooling beverage to allay thirft 
in the exceflive heat of fummer, or the 

falutary interpofition of an invigorating cor- 
dial) to encounter the extreme feverity of 
froft or fnow in winter, are offices of kind- 
nefs that in their vifible effets upon the 
Land and hammer, infare, beyond.a doubt, 
the fafety of the horfe and the reputation 
of the owner. The philanthropic influence 
of ** doing as you would be done unto,” 
is repaid with the moft flattering intereft; 
the fame care and attention beftowed upon 
the feet in fhoeing, are extended in general 
tendernefs to the {afety of the whole frame 
upon all other profeffional. occafions; if 
refractory or vicious, he is foothed by Aind= 
ne/s, not provoked by veolences; in fhort, 
whatever fatigue enfues, whatever difficulty 
occurs, the execution is cheerfully coms 
pleated, with a retrofpeGtiive reference to 
the perfevering hefpitality of the MasTer, 
who living in an unvaried fcene of uni- 
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verfal benevolence amidft his happy do- 
meftics, enjoys the very anticipation of his 
wifhes in the cheerful fervices of a long 
litt of o/dand faithful dependents. 


A contraft in character fo exceedingly 
common, that it may be found in almoft 
every parifh in the kingdom, is perhaps 
well worthy the attention of thofe who 
may be at all interefted in the defcription, 
or their different effeéts. . The conftant ill 
ufage and violent abufe of horfes, either ¢/- 
mid, vicious, or refractory, under the hands 
of the operator, is a matter of fufficient no- 
toriety to every man who has had occafion 
to fuperintend their practice ; fuch cruelties 
require not to-be fought after in remote cor- 
ners by fcrutinizing curiofity, they meet the 
eye of the TRAVELLER daily in the moft 
public fituations, No judicious obferver, no 
old groom or young fimith, need be reminded 
what an infinity of fine and valuable horfes 
go through a tedious tafk of mifery in re- 
peated d/eedings, mercurial purges, rowels, 
and courfe of a/teratives, for defe&s or 
difeafes in the eyes, originating only in the 
cruel hand and heavy hammer of the Smiru, 

with 
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with the emphatical aceompaniment of 
“* fand fiull and be d——d to ye,’ when 
fhifting and uneafy under the operation of 
fhoeing ; a circumftance that during a cer 
tain feafon of the year, is frequently occa- 
fioned by fies only, and confequently to be 
removed with very little trouble either to 
the animal, or his more inveterate perfe- 


> 


cutor. 


This delineation may ferve as an epitome 
of the many injuries fuftained from fimilar 
acts of injuftice, the true caufes of which 
are never difcovered or known but to the 
inhuman perpetrators: From fevere blows 
with infiruments of this kind (as hammer, 
pinchers, blood-ftick, &c.) frequently ori- 
ginate lamenefs in various parts, tumours, 
formations of matter, wounds, exfoliations, 
with others too numerous and probable for 
enumeration ; all or either of which, are 
generally attributed to a different caufe, or 
defect in the conftitution, and treated ac- 
cordingly. Injuries to the eyes and diflodge- 
ment of the ¢eet, are, however, among the 
moft common evils of this kind; which are 
in general tolerably reconciled to the too 

great 
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great credulity of the owner, by the plau- 
fible fiétion of the experienced adept in im- 
pofition, who is always prepared to report 
one the effect of a ick, the other a dite. 
Dangerous as thefe practices are to horfes of 
any age or qualifications, they are doubly fo 
to young ones; for a degree of feverity and 
ill ufage at their firft and fecond fhoeings, 
very frequently fixes in the difpofition an 
habitual averfion to Smrrus, and a reluctance 
in approaching their /hops, never after to be 
obliterated by any means whatever ; and how- 
ever opinions may clafh.upon the fubject of 
extreme feverity to horfes, I fhall continue 
to perfevere in the truth of my former affer- 
tion,—if they are innately zed, vicious, or 
reftive, unconditional violence alone will never 
make them better. 


Having found it unavoidable to introduce 
remarks that are not only evidently ‘con- 
nected with, but neceflary to ufher in the 
fubjeét, we now proceed to fuch fuperficia] 
knowledge of the operative part, as it is 
abfolutely requifite every perfon fhould be 
in poffeffion of, who withes to underftand, 
and retain the power to direct a method of 

Vou. I. L fhocing, 
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fhoeing, beft adapted to the foot and aétion 
of his own horfe. I never confidered it at 
all necefiary that a gentleman, fportfman, 
tradefman, or traveller, is to commence 
black/mith in theory, and go through the 
rudiments of the trade to promote his inten- 
tion; that has been hitherto the fyftematic 
mode of tuition: But when it is confidered 
how very few will enter a wide field of ab- 
ftrufe ftudy, to comprehend what he is told 
is a proper method of /hoeing his horfe, it can 


create no furprife that it has been attended 
with fo little fuccefs. 


My conception of the neceffary know-~ 
ledge is unequivocally this: Although every 
SMITH in  profeflional etiquette may be 
deemed an arti, I defy the force of logic 
wtfelf to render every artift a conjurer; and 
as there muft inevitably remain among the 
collateral defcendants from VuLcan (as in 
moft other profeflions) fome prodivies of 
brightnefs, who, incapable of diftinguifhing | 
right from wrong, /ooe one horfe as they hoe 
another, or, in plainer Englith, foe all alike ; 
fuch difcrimination becomes palpably ufeful, 
as will enable the owners to give conditi- 
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onal directions for the eafe and fafety of his 
horfe, without relying entirely upon thofe 
who will frequently be found to poffefs little 
or no judgment at all. 


The greater part of thofe writers who 
have favoured the public with a communi- 
cation of their fentiments upon this fubjed, 
feem extravagantly fond of an idea borrowed 
from antiquity, and transferred from one to 
another, upon the practicability of horfes 
travelling the road, and doing their conftant 
work without any fhoeing at all: Such ceco- 
nomical plan may be admirably calculated for 
the theoretical journey of fome literary {pecu- 
latift, up two or three pair of ftairs in a re- 
mote corner of the metropolis; but I will 
venture to affirm, no fuch excurfion can take 
place of any duration, without material in- 
jury to thee Hoor, unlefs to the Argh bred 
horfes of authors, many of whom enjoy their 
journies, as Bajazet enjoyed his cruelty, only 
‘* IN IMAGINATION. 


One of thefe (Osmur) has introduced his 
remarks with the following rhapfodical ex- 


poftulation ; 
L 2 * When 
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«« When time was young, when the earth 
was in a ftate of nature, and turnpike roads 
as yet were not, the horfe needed not the 
affiftance of this artift; for the divine artift 
had taken care to give his feet fuch defence 
as it pleafed him ; and who is weak enough 
to fuppofe his wifdom was not fufficient to 
the purpofe in fuch a ftate ?” 


He then proceeds to juftify an opinion, 
that horfes are adequate to their different 
fervices in a ftate of mature without the offi- 
cious obtrufions of arf; venturing to affirm 
that they ‘ will travel even upon the turn- 
pike roads about London, without injury to 
their feet.” I avail myfelf of the prefent 
opening to difclaim every idea of attacking 
the remarks or opinions of others, from a 
_motive of intentional oppofition, or to in- 
dulge a vein of fatire, that affertions fo cy- 
nically fingular and extraordinary naturally 
excite; and fhall therefore introduce upon 
the prefent occafion no other refle@tion than 
a certain fenfation of furprife, that he did. 
“not infinuate the palpable fuperfluity or lux- — 
“ury-of /hoes and ftockings to the natives of our 
own country, particularly when even’ the 
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Jar jfex of many neighbouring kingdoms 
convince us they can walk egually upright 


a | 
without. 


In farther confirmation of the belief he 
wifhes to eftablith, he fays, “« we may every 3 
day fee horfes, mares, and colts running 
about upon all forts of erated unfhod, and 
uninjured in their feet.” This is certainly 
a truth too univerfally known even to be 
queftioned; but by no means to be fo far 
{trained in its conftraction as to be rendered 
applicable (in a comparative view) to the 
fate of working horfes upon hard or ftony 
roads, where the conftant friction in riding, 
or the fiu/crum in drawing, mutt inevitably | 
prove injurious, if not totally deftructive to 
the foot in general; producing /and-cracks, 
thrufh, bruifes of the frog, formations of mat- 
ter, and other infirmities, as is’ very fre- 
quently the cafe, (when a fhoe has been for 
fome time caft unobferved by the rider ;) 
conftituting a blemith or defect in the fub- 
ject never to be retrieved. Mares and colts, 
or h\ “s turned out to grafs without thoes, 
are ger .ept upon low, moift, or mar{hy 
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ground, admirably adapted to preferve the 
foot in a growing ftate of perfection; the 
cafe is exceedingly different, and will bear no 
parallel with horfes of the above defcription ; 
nor can I hefitate to believe, but the abfolute 
neceflity of fubftantially guarding the foot, 
is too well eftablithed by immemorial expe- 
rience, to be at all thaken by the introduc- 


tion of any mew opinions upon that part of 
the fubject. 


I mutt, to avoid a mifconception .of my 
purpole, before I proceed, confefs my obli- 
‘gation as an individual, to the memories 
of thofe gentlemen who have formerly at- 
tended to and written upon this head, with 
a defire to improve it for the promotion of a 
general good; and am forry a total want of 
pailive pliability in my own pen, will not per- 
mit me to adhere to the ‘ good old cuflom’”’ 
of implicitly tranfinitting to fucceeding gene- 
rations, the immaculate purity of their dic- 
tations, without prefuming to introduce an 
opinion of my owz, 


“* Learn to do well by others harm” is 
an axiom of too much excellence to be ob- 
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literated from a memory replete with obfer- 
vant advantages arifing from reflection. If 
I could become fo fubfervient to the fafhion- 
able impulfe of literary ambition as to ex- 
pect to be generally read, and after fuch 
reading to be generally underftood, I might 
enjoy much pleafure in going over the de- 
{criptive confirmation of the dones, tendons, 
the zner flefhy, and the outer horny fole, the 
frog, and cru/? or hoof, with their different 
appropriations ; but having the moft indif- 
putable reafon to believe, that very abjtrucity 
of reafoning, and myfterious introduction of 
technical terms, have in a great degree pre- 
vented the reading of publications upon this 
fubject, I fhall (in earneft hope of Jaying juft 
claim to fuperior attention) defcend, like the 
orator in one of the celebrated Foote’s, co- 
medies, ‘‘ to the vale of common fenje, that I 
may be the better underftood.” 


- It has been the fecondary confideration 
of thefe fpeculative writers, or theoretical 
fportfmen, (fuppofing a perfeverance in the 
cuftom of fhoeing not to be abolifhed upon 
the power of their perfuafions) to propa- 
gate and re-echo a doctrine equally abfurd, 
L 4 tending 
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tending to what they pretend to believe, a 
proportional reformation in fome part of the 
operation; viz. ** That the /o/e and frog of 
a horfe’s foot need never be pared at all.” 
To take up as little of the reader’s time as 
the nature of the obfervation will admit, 
I thall very much contract what I with to 
introduce more at large upon the inconfift- 
ency of the declaration; particularly, as 
thefe refinements {feem brought forward more 
from a {carcity of matter, neceflary to com- 
plete their arrangement of pages for the 
prefs, than the leaft probable utility to be 
derived from remarks fo erroneous in their 
formation. 


Says the author before-mentioned, in con- 
tinuation of his affertions, borrowed from 
La Fofe, “There is another reafon equally 
obvious; which is, that the wifdom of the 
Creator intended this outer fole, and its ob- 
duracy, as a natural and proper defence to 
‘the inner fole, which lies immediately under 
the other, between that and the bone of 
the foot.” He then proceeds, ‘‘ If it be 
-afked, what becomes of the fole when not 
pared ? 
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pared? It dries, feparates, and fcales away.” 
in concife reply to this fublime juftifica~ 
tion, and very fimple explanation, I fhould 
in any converfation with the writer, if he 
had not paffed ‘* that bourne from whence 
no traveller returns,” have folicited a greater 
degree of candour in his opinion; Whe- 
ther the zai/s were not furnifhed to our 
own frames by the “ wifdom of the Creator 
as a natural and proper defence” to parts 
of the moft exquifite fenfibility? And 
whether the exuberant fuperflux in conftant 
growth was never to be reduced to the 
ftandard of mediocrity, till every individual 
of the human fpecies became a voluntary 
Nebuchadnezzar ; becaufe, upon the opinions 
of La Fossr, Osmer, and others, it would 
be the greateft prefumption to  fuppofe 
** the divine artift’” had left in any part of 
his works the leaft room for reétifica- 
tion ? 


We might certainly introduce with pro- 
priety, a fucceflion of fimilies perfe@ly in 
point to render the idea ridiculous ; refifting 
however, the great temptation to animadvert 
upon palpable abfurdities, we come to the 
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proof of its ‘‘ drying, feparating, and fealing 
away.” The fa& is not literally fo, as may 
be corroborated by any judicious obferver 
accuftomed to examine the feet of horfes 
with the degree of accuracy and nice dif- 
tinction, neceflary to ju/tify or difprove any 
opinion that may be promulgated for public 
invefligation or improvement. It is a matter 
too well known to admit of momentary cavil, 
that the foot by being permitted to remain 
too long in its natural {tate without reduc- 
tion, acquires in its feveral parts the ap- 
pearance of deformity; the hoof grows 
ong, narrow, and weak; the fole, as he 
fays, feparates, (but in part only) and comes 
away in PARTIAL SCALES, leaving a rough, 
bard, uneven furface of cavities and projec- 
tions; the frog becoming bruifed, ragged, 
and putrefied, even to different degrees of 
Jamenefs. This being the exaé reprefenta- 
tion of a foot left to growth in a rude and 
unimproved ftate, the propriety or impro- 
priety of judicioufly paring each part, to 
promote a correfponding firmnefs, and pre- 
ferve the neceflary uniformity, can never ~ 
become the fubje@ of difputation, but 
among thofe whofe intellectual faculties are 

abforbed 
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abforbed in fuch an abundant flow of jma- 
ginary matter, as to render practical re- 
fearches and ocular demonttration too in- 
fignificant for the condefcending enquiries 
of fuperior underftandings. 


Previous to a defcription of the different 
kinds of feet, at leaft the quality or texture 
of their formation, and the mode of suor- 
ING beft adapted to each; a few words may 
be properly introduced upon the many horfes 
rendered temporary cripples by the injudi~ 
cious or improper mode of forming or fet~ 
ting a fhoe, without a relative confideration 
to the /hape or make of the foot, or the fixe 
and action of the horfe. What renders the 
circumftance {till more extraordinary is, 
that this error in judgment fo conftant- 
ly happens without the leaft difcovery by 
either owner or operator in their fre- 
quent furveys and tedious confultations ; 
and I am the more ftrengthened in my 
confirmation of this fad, by the repeated 
inftances, where the ceremonies of em- 
brocating with thofe Vulcanian Specifics, ori- 
ganum and turpentine, have been perfevered 


in 
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in (even to the ‘ads of BLISTERING and 
ROWELLING) till by my defire the /hoe has 
been taken off, when the caufe has been 
inftantly difcovered and immediately re- 
moved. 


This is a circumftance, that I doubt 
not has fo frequently happened in the re- 
membrance of every reader of experience, 
it can itand in no need of farther illuftra- 
tion; we therefore proceed to fuch defcrip- 
tion of the exterior parts immediately con- 
cerned in the operation of fhoeing, as upon 
a fuperficial furvey meet the eye of every 
infpector. Thefe are, firft, the dottom or 
lower edge of the noor, furrounding the 
whole extremity. of the foot, not only asa 
fafeguard and, general defence againft ex- 
ternal injuries, but is the direct part to 
which the fhoe is fcientifically fixed, to ef- 
fe& the purpofes for which it was gene- 
rally intended. Secondly, the forny or 
OUTER SOLE, Covering the entire bottom af 
the foot, except the Froc, which is fitu- 
ate in the center, (pafiing in a longitudinal 
direction from 4ee/ to foe) and forms by its 
clafticity the fulcrum, or expanding bafis 


of 
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of the tendon upon which the very ation of 
the horfe depends. 


Thefe are the external parts appearing 
upon the furface, that prefent themfelves to 
the fpectator, and conftitute in general all 
that he is fuppofed or required to know; 
remote confiderations and operative confe- 
quences appertaining much more to the pro- 
feflional knowledge of the Artist than any 
acquired information of the Owner. 


Perfectly convinced that every man may 
judicioufly fuperintend, or properly dire& 
the fhoeing of his horfe, in a manner evi- 
dently adapted to his foor, fre, weight, 
purpofe, and manner of going, without the 
ill-according intervention of an abftrufe 
ftudy very little attended to, (however elabo- 
rately urged) I forbear impofition upon 
public patience, by any attempt to introduce 
an imitation or oblique copy of anatomical 
defcriptive, fo accurately delineated and de- 
{cribed in the copper-plates and references 
of Gipson and Barrier, with, I am 
forry to fay, fo little fuccefi; if 1 may be 
allowed to explain, by an opinion that ‘the 
4. Farriers 
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Farriers themfelves, a very inferior propor 
tion excepted, feem to have imbibed no 
additional knowledge in equeftrian anatomy, 
from ftudies fo laudably exerted and clearly 
explained. 


We come next to an explanation of the 
different kinds of feet, as they appear in 
different fubjects in their natural ftate. 
Thefe may be defined under three diftiné 
heads ; the fhort, found, d/eck, fubftantial 
hoof; the fhallow, long, weak, white, brittle 
hoof ; and the deep, lax, porous, /pongy hoof. 
Of thefe, the firft is f evidently fuperior, 
that unlefs by improper or unfair treatment, 
it hardly ever becomes the fubjeét of difeafe. 
The next is carefully to be avoided in the 
purchafe if poffible, not only on account 
of their being more fubje& to corns than 
any other, but indicative in a great degree 
of conftitutional delicacy in either horfe or 
mare, they not being fo well enabled to bear 
hard work or conftant fatigue. The laft of 
»the three is fo equally inferior to the firft, 
that from a variety of caufes it is frequently 
productive © inceffant attention, anxiety, 
difeafe, and ameaefs. 

Having 
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Having taken a view of the kinds of 
feet that conftantly pafs through the hands - 
of the SmiruH in his daily praétice; and 
knowing the various ftates and forms in 
which they become fubject to his infpec- 
tion; it is abfolutely impoffible, in all that 
ever has been written, or can be advanced, to 
lay down certain and invariable rules for the 
exact management of frhis, or the dire& 
treatment of that particular foot, without a . 
conditional reference to the judicious eye 
and difcretional hand of the Owner or 
OperATor. It muft prove palpably. clear 
to every enlightened enquirer, that no opinion 
or directions /frictly infallible can be commu- 
nicated through the medium of the prefs, 
applicable to every particular purpofe, with- 
out proportional contribution from the judg- 
ment of the parties concerned, to give the 
ground work of conditional information its 


proper effect. 


Such inftructions, however accurately de» 
JSeribed, muft unavoidably remain fubje@ to 
contingent deviations, regulated entirely. by 
the ftate of the foot and circumftances of the 

cafe ; 
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cafe; in a multiplicity of which, fo many 
unexpected variations occur, as render one 
fixed mode of fhoeing abfolutely impracticae 
ble with every kind of horfe, notwithftanding 
what may have been hitherto advanced from 
SUPPOSED HIGH AUTHORITY to the con- 


trary. 


There are, neverthelefs, fome general rules 
in the proper fyftem of {hoeing and preferv- 
ing the feet, not to be eafily miftaken by folly 
or perverted by ignorance, that fhall be fub- 
mitted to confideration before we take leave 
of the fubje&t before us; previous to which, 
fome part of M. La Fossr’s cbfervations, fo 
ftrenuoufly recommended by Barr ver, 
become well worthy the attention of every 
gentleman or fportfman, who may with to 
affift his judgment in the enquiry, and enable 
himfelf to decide teganie!) » upon the pro- 
priety or impropriety of having his horfe fhod 
upon principles that have ftood hitherto incon- 
troverted, from a fear (I fufpe&) of arraigning 
authorities, the dread of whofe names may 
have deterred many, practitioners of eminence 


from fo defirable.a purpofe.. 


T have 
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I have more than once afferted my determi- 
hation to interfere as little as poffible with the 
opitiions or inftriiGtions of former w titers, but 
where it became unavoidably neceflary to 
eftablith an oppofite opinion, of corroborate 
a fact. It is a matter of fome furprife that 
authors of eminexice, who are naturally fup- 
pofed to be “ armed at all points,” fhould be 
fo incautioufly off their guard, as to contradict 
themfelves in the very act and emulation of 
conveying tuition to others. I have given a 
moft ftriking inftance of this error in my for- 
mer volume, upon the inadvertency of Os- 
MER, Who repeatedly fays, with the. greateft * 
conjidence and feeming belief, ** Tendons ate 
unelaftic bodies ;” and frequently, in the fame. 
or the very next page, tells you, “ the tendon 
was elngated.” 1 believe {uch affertion is of 
a completion too paradoxical to require from 
me the moft trifling elucidation. . 


Pafling over this privilege of authors with 
no other remark than bare remembrance, I 
come direétly to the analyzation of as palpable 
a profeffional contradiction broached by La 
Fossr, and given to the public by Barr- 
LET, in the true fpirit of implicit and 

WoL. II. M enthufiaftic 
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enthufiaftic obedience. Thefe Gentlemen 
have in fucceffion, after going over (as before 
obferved) a great deal of unneceflary groynd 
totaliv unintelligible to the Sporting world, 
endeavoured to convince us, that paring the 
fole or frog, is not only unneceflary, but 
abfolutely prejudicial ; far, fay they, to efta- | 
blifh a credulous confirmation of their erro- 
neous conjecture, ‘* if you pare away the fole 
or frog in any degree, the more you pare, ” 


the farther you take from the ground the 


fupport of the tendon, which fo entirely de- 


_pends upon the elafticity of the frog.” If 


any one perfon living could be found fo un- 
expectedly ignorant as to pare the foot parti- 
ally (that is, "all behind and none before) fuch 
effect might probably enfue; but furely no 
rational obferver will attempt to deny or dif- 


_ptove a palpable demonftration, shat all parts 


of the foot being equally pared, (that is, the 
HOOF, SOLE, and FROG) the centre of fup- 
port and action muft be ftill the fame. 


But was it really as they have faid; if 
what they have fo /earnedly advanced was 


literally and juftly true, what do’ they im- 


mediately do after this judicious and dicta- 
9 torial 
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torial decifion? Why, {trongly recommend,. 
with the full force of theoretic perfuafion, 
the introduction of a mode of fhocing di- . 
retily contradiéory to the opinion juft re- 
cited; that may be perfectly adapted to and 
coincide with the fentiments of any writer 
in the ac of amufing sin/elf, employing 
the Printer, and deceiving the Public; but 
‘can never be brought into general practice, 
without perpetual hazard to the horfe, and 
imminent danger to the rider. This is fo 
perfectly clear, that I will go very far be- 
yond bare literary affertion, and be bound 
to ftake both property and profeffional re-. 
putation, upon the certain failure of their 
improved propofition of fhoeing, with what 
they call their half-moon fhoe, with all its 
boafted advantages. A long chain of re- 
marks in oppofition is by no means neteflary, 
a very concife and candid inveftigation will 
afford ample proof of their having reconciled 
(in compliment to their patient readers) as 
palpable contraditions in defcription as Os- 
MER, whofe “ unelaftic tendon’”’ was imme- 
diately after “* elongated.” . 


You are given to underftand (as I have 
Ma before 
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before obferved) that in their opinion, if you 
pare the /e/e or frog, you prevent the heel 
of the horfe from coming into conftant con- 
tact with the ground; and the tendon is de- 
prived of the elaftic affiftance of the frog 
to promote its expanfion and contraction. 
This is at leaft the exact purport of their 
defcription, if not given in the very fame lan- 
guage, and is very well entitled to the delibe- 
rate attention of thofe who with to underftand 
accurately the ftate of the tendon (or back 
finews) when in the Stabulerian tongue they 
are faid to be ** /e¢ down.” 


Such a paring and hollowing out of the 
heel as they feem to defcribe, muft bea moft 
unmerciful deftruction of parts, and what I 
believe can feldom happen in the prefent age, 
unlefs in the remote and leaft improved parts 
of the kingdom. . Concluding, however, they 
took only a ‘conjectural furvey of this mat- 
ter, 1 muft beg leave to obferve, that im-. 
mediately after reprobating the idea of railing 
the frog from the ground by pearing, they 
‘ftrenuoufly recommend a much more cer- 
tain method of producing the very evil they 
tell you they with 40 prevent. And-this by 

| raifing 
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raifing all the fore part of the foot, with 
** the half-moon fhoe, fet on to the mid- > 
dle of the hoof,” not only forming an irre- 
gular and preternatural furface, but (by a 
want of length and fupport at the heel) con- 
ftituting an unavoidable chance of relaxing the 
finews in the perpetual probability of their 
being extended beyond the e/aftic power pre- 
fcribed by nature, 


This difference of opinion becomes fo im- 
mediately connected with a particular paflage 
in my former volume (upon the fubje@ of 
firains,”) that it is abfolutely neceflary to 
quote a few lines for the better comprehen- 
fion of the cafe before us; for I have there 
faid, ** To render this idea fo clear that 
it cannot be mifunderftood, let us fuppofe: 
that a horfe is going at his rate, and in fo 
doing his toe covers a prominence, or the 
edge of ene, where the heel Aas no fup- 
port, it confequently extends the tendons 
beyond the diftance afforded by nature, and 
inftantly continues what is called a letting 
down of the back finews,” a circumftance 
that conftantly happens upon the turf in run- 

Na ye ning 
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ning for a heat, and the horfe is then {aid to 
have ‘* broken down.” 


This defcription comes fo diregtly in point 
with the fhape and ftate of the horfe’s foot 
in their mode of fhoeing, that the horfe mutt 
be at all times liable to fudden lamenefs, 
and more particularly at the rifing of every 
hill, where his foot would be exaétly in 
the fituation by which I have defcribed ftrains 
to be acquired. Every Reader at all ac- 
quainted with, or having even a ‘olerable 
wdea of the anatomical ftructure of the leg 
and foot, by taking a comparative view of 
the mode of fhoeing recommended, and the 
evident manner of fuftaining an injury in the 
back finews, as they are termed, will be 
fufficiently enabled to decide upon the con- 
Jifency of the propofed plan, and, I flatter 
myfelf, enough convinced of the danger, to 
coincide with me in opinion, that a horfe 
fhed in this manner, to cover a hilly coun- 
try either in @ journey or the chace, mutt 
inevitably fall dead Jame from a relaxation 
of the tendinous parts; or, even*in a low 
flat country, become fo exceedingly weary 
from a want of proper fupport for the heel, 

that 
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that he could never be able to go through 
a fecond day’s fatigue without an alteration 
in his favour. 


Eftablifhing this as a fac not to be con- 
troverted by the fallacious effeGt of fpecu- 
lative rumination, and perfectly ‘convinced 
neither entertainment nor utility can be de- 
rived from farther tedious explanatory re- 
marks and obfervations upon the inconve- 
niences of fuch mode of .{hoeing, as well as 
the numerous difficulties not to be furmount- 
ed if inadvertently encountered ; I fhall only 
flightly infinuate the abfolute zmpofibility of 
hunting or travelling (particularly in the 
rainy feafons) in various hilly or chalky 
parts of the kingdom, without the accurmulat- 
ed probabilities of lamenets to the horfe, con- 
tinual danger to the rider, and the inevitable 
certainty of bruifing the heel and frog to a 
degree of difeate, which mutt prove the re- 
fulting evil even upon the flatteft and bef 
turnpikes ; but in the rough and ftony roads, 
or ftrong and dry hard clays, fuch events: 
may be expected as totally unavoidable. 


Bidding adieu to a mode of fhceing calcu- 
M 4 lated 
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lated only for the foft and artificial floor 
ing of a Frenew Ripinc ScwyooL, we 
come to’ fuch confiderations as are adapted 
to the flate of our own roads, the culfloms 
of our country, and the intéllectual faculties 
of thofe to whofe {cientific {kill the mallea- 
bility of the metal, the important ufe of the 
butteris, the judicious formation of the fhoe, 
and the equally decifive direction of the nail, 
‘are univerfally entrufted, Adverting for a 
moment to the before-mentioned allufion to 
OsMER’S obferyation upon thefe men, who 
fay, ‘ they do not want to be taught,” it 
is very natural to fuppofe, from the profef- 
fional knowledge they /hould have acquired by. 
ftrict attention and fteady experience, that 
they CANNOT “f want to be taught;” but 
that their judgment, founded upon the beft 
te manual art, and ocular infpeétion, 
GHT To RE much fuperior to any theo-. 
wae inftructions that can be obtruded or 
enforced, Under that perfuafion, and feel. 
ing for thofe few who haye _induftrioufly 
rendered: themfelves adequate to all the diffi- 
culties of the trade, I feel no furprife that. 
fuch {pirited expoftulations fhould be made, 
as muft frequently happen in reply to.many 
pedantic 
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pedantic confequential pretenders, who by 
their futile remarks and ignorant infiruciion, 
excite the jealous irritability of men, who, 
conicious of their own ability and integrity, 
pollets (like Hotf{pur) too much innate fpirit 
ad perfonal courage to be perpetually pef- 
tered by ‘* a popping jay,” . 


It has been. before obferved, that many 
horfes have undergone various operations’ for 
Suppyed lameneffes in different parts, when 
Time, and the lucky interpofition of a ju- 
-dicious opinion, have. difcovered the caufe 
to be (where it is too feldom accurately 
fearched for) in the foot. Lamenefs of this 
defcription proceeds in general from fome 
gne or other of the following caufes; the 
‘nail holes for the fattening of the fhoe to the 
foot being inferted too far from the outer 
edge, in the web of the fhoe, and confe-. 
quently, when ¢izdt clinched, bearing too 
hard upon the flefhy edge of the inner fle, 
conititutes a preternatural compreffion upon 
the internal parts and confequent impediment 
to eafe or action. 


Another caufe exceedingly common, (when 
| the 
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the horfe is faid to be pricked in fhocing) is 
the oblique direction of a nail, which taking 
an improper and inverted courfe, either per- 
forates, or in its progrefs prefies upon the 
inner fole, puncturing fome of the foft parts, 
thereby producing certain lamenefs ; which 
not immediately difcovered, tends to inflam-’ 
mation, that too often terminates in a remote 
formation of matter conftituting a cafe of the 
moft ferious confequence. 


A third caufe is the inconfiftent method of 
forming the web of the fhoe too wide for 
the foot of the horfe, and raifing it fo much, 
or hollowing it out all round rhe inner edge, 
as to give it a palpable convexity when 
fixed to the hoof. By this convexity round 
the inner edge of the web, the fupport be- 
comes unnaturally partial, and even in the 
conftant weight of the horfe only (without 
recurring to action) conftitutes an oppofition 
to its original purport; for the invariable 
preflure upon the curved part of the fhoe 

only, muft raife in the furrounding parts fuch 
a proportional counteraction, that the harder 
the horfe bears zz aé/ion upon a hard furface, 
the more muft every motion tend to force 


the 
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the very nails. from their hold, but that 
the clinches prevent their being withdrawn: 
In this ftate the horfe, though not abfolutely 
Jame, limps in perpetual uneafinefs, till the 
clinches of the nails are fo relaxed as to 
bring the centre nearly to a level with the 
teft of the foot, where it frequently forms 
an additional caufe to the original ill, by 
coming into clofe contact with the fole, which 
prefing upon with any degree of feverity, oc~ 
cafions a flight lamenefs that becomes imme- 
diately perceptible. 


Another very common caufe of lamenefs 
with horfes of this defcription originates in 
the fhoes being formed ¢s9 /hort and narrow 
at the heel, by which means, in lefs than a 
week’s con{tant wear, the hoof (or * cru,” 
as fome writers have termed it for the fake of 
refinement) being alfo narrow, the heels of . 
the fhoes make gradual impreffion and con- 
ftitute a palpable indentation upon the edge 
of the fole, direétly over its articulation with 
the hoof, producing toa certainty, if perfe- 
vered in, the foundation of corns, or a tem- 
porary lamenefs, that is generally removed by 
removing the fhoe, 


| A few 
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A few additional bad effeéts, but of infe- 


rior confequence, refulting from injudicious 
fhocing, may be concifely ranged under the 
heads of raifing the fhoes too high in the heels 
without due difcrimination, throwing the fet- 
lock joint into a diftortive pofition ; corns ill 
treated or horfes ill food, to oceafion the im- 
perfection of cutting either before or behind, 
an evil arifing much more from want of pro- 
feffional accuracy in the operator, than any 
abortive effort in the procefs of NaTure. 
Thefe are, however, mere fuperficial incon- 
veniencies, to be remedied by fuch attention 
and circum{peCtion as no one friend ta the ani- 
mal we treat of will ever refufe to beftow, 


Rules for the prevention or cure of thefe, 
are luckily calculated hy their brevity for 
communication ‘or retention. The heels of 
horfes fhould never be artificially raifed only 
in exact proportion to the ftate of their feet, 
the feafon of the year, and their manner of 
going, not without fome additional reference 
to the road or country they generally travel ; 
all which, every Smiru of the leaft emis 
nence f{hould perfectly underftand from pracs 
tical experience, without a long table of con- 

ditional 
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ditional inftructions to fix a criterion, which 
muft, after all the {peculative matter or ex2 
perimental knowledge that can be introduced, 
be regulated by the exercife of his own pro- 
feflional penetration, or the perfonal fuper- 
intendance of thofe, whofe inftru€tions it muft 

be his intereft to obey. 


Corns, in general occafioned much more 
by the unobferved ftriture of the /hoe (as 
before defcribed) than any defect in nature, — 
are not fufficiently attended to in their earlieft 
{tate for {peedy obliteration; but permitted 
to acquire by time and continuance of the 
caufe, a rigid callofity before the leaft attempt 

‘is made for extirpation; during which inat-. 
tention they become fo inflexibly firm in their 
bafis, that they are not eafily to’ be eradicated, 
though great care and perfeverance will greatly 
affift their mitigation if not entirely eftablith 
their cure. 


The beft and moft confiftent method is to 
reduce it with the drawing knife, as much 
as the extent of the corn and the depth of 
the {ole will admit, obferving not to exceed 
the bounds of difcretion in penetrating the 


6 horny 
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horny fole too deeply, rendering by a ftep 
of imprudence, the remedy worfe than the 
difeafe. When it is thus reduced as much 
as the ftate of the corn and the texture of the 
foot will juftify, let the entire deftru€tion of 
it be attempted by the occafional application 
of a few drops of o7/ of vitriol over its whole 
furface ; or its rapidity of growth reftrained 
by the affiftance of GouLtarn’s extract of 
faturn, traumatic (commonly called Friar’s) 
balfam, camphorated fpirits of wine, or tine- 
ture of myrrh. 


This being performed, if the vacuum is 
large or dep from whence the fubftance has 
deen extracted, and the operator has been 
under the neceflity of nearly perforating the 
outer fole, fo as to be productive of additional 
tendernefs to the original caufe of complaint ; 
care muit be taken to prevent the infinua- 
tion of extraneous fubftances of different kinds, 
as fiones, gravel, dirt, or fuch other arti- 
cles as may very much irritate and injure 
the part. This is beft effeéted by plugging 
up the cavity with a pledget of sow, firft 
hardening the furface well with one of the 
_before-mentioned fpirituous applications ; re- 
amembering not to infert the tow teoclofely to 

deftroy 
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deftroy its elaftic property, forming a hardnefs 
from its abundance, that may painfully prefs 
upon the tender part it is defigned to defend. 


It has long been an eftablithed practice 
after drawing @ corn; an injury fuitained in 
any part of the oof, caufing a partial defeé 
or a difeafed ftate of the frog, as inveterate 
thrufh, &c. to protect the part with a bar /boe 
formed and adapted to fuch purpofe: This is 
certainly a conditional fecurity, but there is 
_ ftill the’ {pace between the foot and the shee to 
receive and retain any fubftance, that may be- 
come injurious by its lodgment and painful 
preflure as before-mentioned. To prevent 
the poflibility of which, I thould always re- 
commend (in cafes that require it) the infinu- 
ation of a fufficient quantity of tow to fill up 
the interftice; and that its retention there 
might be rendered a matter of greater cer- 
tainty, it fhould be well impregnated with a 
portion of diachylon with the gums, firft melted 
over the fire ; this will not only fill up the 
opening with neatnels (properly managed) but 
form a del/ter of eafe to the part, and exclude 
to a certainty the admiflion of articles we 
have juft.defcribed, 


The 
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The cutting of horfes is in general attri- 
buted to fome impropriety in the mode of 
forming or fetting the fhoe; though this is by 
no means to be confidered the zzvariable caufey 
for {uch inconvenience is fometimes produced 
by very different means. Horfes, for inftanice, 
frequently injure themfelves when in too loti¢ 
‘and repeated journies they become /e¢ weary, 
and though of great {pirit and bottom, é€om-= 
pulfively fubmit to the power of exhaufted 
nature; when hardly able to get one foot be- - 
fore the other, it can create no furprife that 
_ they feel it impoffible to proceed in equal di- 
rection, but move their limbs in the moft ir- 
regular manner, warping and fwiffing, as if 
their falling muft prove inevitable at every 
fucceflive moticn. In fuch ftate of bodily 
debilitation, injuries of this kind are un- 
doubtedly fuftained, and too often by the in- 
advertency or inexperience of the rider cr 
driver, fuppofed to arife from fome imper- 
fection in the operation of fhoeing, which in » 
this inftance is no way concerned. 


It is not fo in others, where the fhoe be- 
ing formed too wide for the 4zof, or with a 
projccking fweep at the Aee/, (particularly in 

horfes, 
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horfes, who from an irregular fhape of the 
foot, called turning out the toe, are addicted 
to a kind of curve in action againft the fet- 
lock joint of the other leg) the evil is con- 
ftituted to a certainty; but when it arifes 
from thefe caufes, it is always to be removed 
or greatly mitigated by the judicious in- 
terpofition of the Smiru, whofe particular 
province it is to difcover and remedy the 
defect. 


Another caufe of this inconvenience very 
‘frequently proceeds from what I have ever 
confidered a palpable abfurdity in the fyftem 
of fhoeing, and anxioufly with it to undergo 
a general improvement: This is the zncon- 
Siftent, ridiculous, and 1 may almoft venture 
to add mmvincible folly of forming a groove in 
the web of the fhoe, neither large enough 
nor deep enough to admit the head of the 
nail, for the entire reception of which the 
plan was originally formed ; though feldom 
or ever made {ufficiently wide to complete the 
purport of its firft intention. 


The difadvantages arifing from this want 
(or proftitution) of judgment in execution, is 
Vou. II, N not . 
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not more the irregular furface of the foot, 
upon a hard road or pavement, throwing it 
unavoidably into a variety of unnatural pofi- 
tions by the heads of fome nails being ridi- 
culoufly high or projecting from the thoe, 
and others as much below them, than the 
certainty of all the clinches being raifed in 
a very few days ufe by the weight and a@tion 
of the horfe, which on the infide of each 
foot conftttute the evil toa degree of {eve- 
rity with horfes that go clofe, particularly if 
permitted to remain long in fuch ftate unate 
tended to. Upon expoftulation, you are told, 
*« this is:.a matter of no inconvenience, that 
they will, foon: be. worn down and become 
equal.’ If fuch affertion was to be admitted 
without oppofition refpecting the irregularity 
of the furface, and diftortive politions of the 
foot, it by no means affects the certainty of 
rendering the clinches not only evidently 
injurious in the degree before recited, but of 
little utility (after a few days wear) in fe- 
curing the fhoe in the fituation it was origi- 
nally placed. 


This is a circumftance fo exceedingly clear, 
that every rational obferver, pollefing a defire 
to 
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to promote general improvement, will coin« 
cide with me in opinion, and affift the re~ 
commendation by the force of example; in 
having the groove in the web of the thoe, 
for the reception of the nails, formed fuffici- 
ently wide and deep to admit the heads nearly 
or quite equal with the flat furface of the thoe, 
by which effectual infertion the fhoe firmly 
retains its fituation, and the nails their 
clinches, till a repetition of the operation 
becomes neceflary. 


There are (as.I have before hintetl an in- 
tention of explaining) fome general rules ta 
be remembered, as invariably applicable ta 
all kinds -of feet without. exception. The 
fhoe fhould be uniformly fupported by the 
hoof only, entirely round the foot, and brought 
fo regularly into contact, that it fhould not 
prefs more upon one part than another; it 
fhould alfo be formed with a concave inner 
furface, to keep it perfectly clear of the jak, 
that the point of the picker may occafionally 
pafs under the inner part of the web, to free 
it from every extraneous or injurious fub- 
ftance. The fhoe fhould not be made too 
wide in the web, or too weighty in metal, 

N 2 efor 
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for the fize or purpofe of the horfé; if fo, 
the infertion of the nails become unavoidably 
neceflary nearer the edge of the flethy, or 
inner fole, and the compreffion upon the in- 
ternal parts proportionally greater, in the ad- 
ditional hold rgquired, to prevent the inner 
edge of the web from finking dire@ly, by 
confiant prefjure, upon the centre of the outer 
fole, conftituting certain uneafinefs in action, 
if not perceptible lamenefs. The heel of the 
fhoe fhould always rather exceed the termi- 
nation of the hoof behind, and be formed 
fomething wider than thé heel itfelf; ‘aot 
only to conititute a firm bafis of fupport for 
the frame, and prevent the zzdentation before 
defcribed, but to.afford room for the requifite 
growth and expaniion of the heel, if a well 
formed found foot is at all the object of at- 
tention. 


The hoofs of horfes fhould never be fuf. 
fered to grow too long at the toe, for exclu 
five of its foon conftituting a flat, weak, 
narrow foot, it is not uncommonly produ@tive 
of /tundling and tumbling, to the ‘no great 
entertainment, but certain danger of the 
rider ; and this frequent error in the prefent 
4. practice 
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practice of fhoeing is the more extraordi- 
nary, as the very form, length, and texture 
of the hoof, will always afford fufficient in- 
formation in how great a degree it will bear 
reduction, with the additional confideration, 
in point of effect, that fhortening Zhe zoe will 
always proportionally widen, and give ftrength 
to the 4ee/. 

Horfes faid to be ‘“ flefhy footed,” are 
thofe whofe inner and outer fole are found 
to be. too large in proportion to the iub- 
ftance of the hoof that turrounds them; or, 
in other words, (to render it clear as pof- 
fible) whofe hoof is too thin at the lower . 
edge or bottom, for the fize of the whole. 
This may be productive of inconvenicnce, 
and requires a nicer difcrimination in the 
mode of forming the groove in the web, 
as well as in fixing the fhoe; for the {pace 
upon which it muft be unavoidably fixed 
(without an alternative) is fo exceedingly 
narrow, that the greateft care aid attention 
is abfolutely neccfiary to bring the nails fo 
near the edge of -the hoof, as to avoid 
every probable chance of injury by too 
great a ftricture upon the component paris , 

N g a matter 
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a matter that has been already mote than 
once concifely recommended to pra&ical 
circum{peCtion. , 


That fuch hazard may be the better 
avoided, it will be found an infurance of 
fafety ; to advance the front nails nearer to 
the extremity of the ror, where the feat 
of infertion is much wvder, and bring the 
hinder nails farther from the points of the 
HEEL, where it is not only dire¢tly the re- 
verfe, but fometimes too narrow to admit 
of the infertion without danger. And in all 
cafes where horfes are remarkably full and 
fleth footed, with a heel exceedingly narrow, 
it is certainly the fafeft method to let them 
be fhod with the nails entirely round the 
front of the foot, omitting their infertion in 
a proportional degree behind. 


La Fossr, echoed by BarTLeT, con- 
demns the cuftom of turning up the fhoe at 
the heels, upon the before-mentioned objec- 
tion of its ‘* removing the frog to a greater 
diftance from the ground, by which ‘the 
tendon will be inevitably ruptured;” but 
could they now become fpectators of the 

hundreds 
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hundreds of poft horfes conftantly running 
the roads with BAR sHoes, that totally 
preclude the pofidility of the frogs touching 
the ground, to fupport fuch elafticity, they 
might be convinced what little refpe& fuch 
affertion muft be held in, under a demon- 
{tration exceeding all contradiction. Nor is 
this retrofpeGtive remark brought forward 
upon any other motive, than to juftify the 
great confiftency and fafety of judicioufly 
raifing the heels of the thoes, to defend frogs 
that have been bruifed, or are naturally de- 
fective, and heels that are flat and narrow ; as 
well as to infure the fafety of the rider, and 
_ prevent the flipping of horfes, which muft 
otherways become inevitable in rainy feafons 
upon chalky roads or hilly countries. 


Adverting once more to their promulga- 
tion upon “ the inconfiftency of ever paring 
the fole or frog,” I muft avail myfelf.of the 
prefent opening to make one addition to: my 
former obfervations upon that part of the 
fubje& ; recommending it to the attention’ 
of every breeder, to make occafional infpec- 
tions of the feet even when yearlings, and 


in their progreflive gradations, to prevent 
N 4 their 


184 SHOEING. 


their acquiring an ill conformation: By a 
want of proper correction they will very fre- 
quently be found fpreading to a long flat thin 
foot, which left to time, will become irre- 
coverably weak ; on the contrary, proportion~ 
ally pared at the dottom, fhortened at the sve, 
and rounded with the rafp, will conftitute the 
very kind of foot in fhape and firmnefs of all 
others the moft defirable. 


Before we entirely difmifs this fubje@, a 
few remarks upon the management of the feet 
in ftabled borfes, cannot be confidered inappli-| 
cable to our prefent purpofe of general utility. 
Firft, it fhould be remembered, an equal in- 
convenience arifes from having horfes un- 
neceffarily fhod. toa offen, or the ceremony 
poftponed #00 ong; the former, by its fre 
quency, batters and breaks the hoof (parti- 
cularly if of the brittle kind) toa perceptible 
degree of injury; the latter promotes an 
aukward growth of the foot, an indentation of 
the fhoe upon the fole, or inner edge of the 
hoof, and a probable deftruction of the frog, 


Various opinions may have been fupported 
upon the propriety of ftopping and oiling 
was | the 
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the feet; but as it is not my prefent pur- 
pofe to animadvert upon the diffufe remarks 
of others, I fhall confine myfelf to practi+ 
cal obfervations of my own. The falutary 
effects of plentifully oiling, and nightly 
flopping, the fubftantial, firm, black and 
white brittle hoofs, defcribed in a former 
page, are too firmly eftablifhed by long and 
attentive experience, to render oppofition 
(from any authority whatever) worthy a 
momentary confideration or condefcending | 


reply. 


A comparative ftate of the hoof that is 
carefully managed in this way, with one in 
its ftate of nature, (more particularly in the 
hot and dry months of fummer) will evi- 
dently befpeak the advantage and neatnefs of 
fuch care and attention. In one, the hoof 
is always in a ftate of pliable uniformity ; 
in the other, a harth, conftant and irregular 
{caling of the fole, an almoft inflexible ri- 
gidity of the hoof in fhoeing, and moft fre- 
quently very large and dangerous cracks that 
feparate the /o/e from the frog on both fides ; 
leaving ample room on either for the infinu- 
ation of fand, gravel, or other injurious ar- 

ticles 
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ticles that may by their retention reach the 
coronary articulation, conftituting irreparable 
lamenefs too frequently attributed to every 
caufe but the right. 


Having gone through fuch chain of in- 
veftigation, and courfe of inftruction; upon 
the fubject of thoeing, and its effects, as I 
conceive to be at all calculated to affift the 
general judgment of thofe whofe equeftrian 
purfuits render fuch knowledge an object of 
importance; [I fhall proceed to that kind 
of communication, as I flatter myfelf will be 
equally acceptable to thofe who do me the 
honour of perufal and attention, whether for 
amufement, information, literary difquifition, 
or to render the influence of example, more 
preferable to precept, by a contribution of 
their perfonal affiftance to the promotion of 
general Improvement, 
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Will prove a chapter more immediately 
appertaining to the proprietors of extenfive 
receptacles in the metropolis, as well as 
other large cities, and thofe interefted in their 
effects ; than at all applicable to the prefent 
improved ftate of gentlemen’s ftables in every 
part of the kingdom, where the mode of 
management is approaching too near a degree 
of perfcction to admit the aid of inftru@tion, 
fron: either the pen of theoretic information, 
or practicakexperience. As it will, however, 
be unavoidably neceffary to introduce under 
this head, fuch occafional remarks or ufeful 
obfervations as cannot with propriety appear 
under any other, hints may perhaps be dif- 
covered, in which every reader may feel him- 
felf in fome degree individually concerned. 


The very inferior ftate of ation and ap- 
pearance, fo vifibly predominant in horfes of 
frequent ufe, from the large public livery 
ftables, when put into competition with 

7 ; hunters 
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hunters or hacks, enjoying the advantage of 
regular food, dreffing, air, and exercife, will 
conftitute all the apology I think it neceflary 
to introduce, for any degree of freedom I 
may be inclined to offer, in drawing a com- 
parifon very little obfervable by mr TRopo- 
LITAN HEROES ON HORSEBACK, but uni- 
verfally known to the difcriminating eye of 
every experienced fportfman in the kingdom. 


Such inferiority arifes from an accumula- 
tion of caufes, very little confidered or en- 
quired into by the owners, or riders, who 
philofophically define and experimentally de- 
monftrate, the horfe to be an animal of 
general utility, and appropriate him to all 
their different purpofes accordingly; with 
as little attention to his colour, perfeéctions, 
or defects, as a tradefman of Manchetter, 
who having fome few years fince occafion 
‘to attend the affizes at Lancafter, hired a 
grey gelding for the purpofe, but unluckily. 
returned with @ day mare, and obftinately 
perfifted (in oppofition to every witnefs and 
expoftulation) that he had brought back she 
very borfe and equipments with which he 

had 
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had ftarted, in obedience to the legal in- 
junction he had received. Of thefe equeftrian 
Quixotes, nature has been fo exceedingly 
liberal, that we find numbers, who, when 
their {teed is brought out of the ftable, 
whether in 4igh or /ow condition, fee or not 
See, fwelled legs, cracked heels, Jhoes or no fhoes, 
his carcafe expanded to its wtmof? extent, or 
contracted to a degree of unprecedented po- 
verty; mount him with equal unconcern, 
and go. through their journey, long or fhort, 
as prompted by neceffity or inclination, 
without a fingle refle@tion upon the wants 
or weaknefles of the animal, unluckily def- 
tined to receive the honor of fo Aumane an 
appendage. 


In fuch unaccountable ftate of negligence 
ftands many a valuable horfe farrounded with 
an accumulation of ills and hourly promotion 
of mifery from one week’s end to another, 
and never enjoys the favour (if I may fo term 
it) of his mafter’s prefence but of a Sunday . 
morning ; when making the expeditious tour 
of Richmond, Hampton Court, Windfor, or 
fome other of the fafhionable excurfions, he 
is configned to his ufual hebdomadal dark 
’ abode 
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abode of inactivity, ‘to enjoy a profufion of 
hay, water, and eafe ; but, in conformity with 
the idea of Major O’Flaherty, “a plentiful 
{carcity of every thing elfe.” 


Tt is impoffible for any man living, who 
has made thefe creatures, their wants, grati- 
Jications, perfe&lions, and attachments, the 
object of his contemplation, not to feel the 
greateft mortification when chance or choice 
brings him. to a furvey of the ftables in Lon= 
don, with all their horrid inconveniences. 
To thofe totally unacquainted with the fu- 
perior ‘and fyftematic management of {tables 
in general, it may all bear the appearance of 
PROPRIETY, confequently paves no way for 
the corroding reflections of vexation and dif- 
appointment; but to the experienced and at- 
tentive obferver, whofe fenfations: move in 
direct unifon with the feelings of the animal 
he beftrides, and the accommodation of whofe 
horfe is held in equal eftimation and retention, 
with his own, they excite the joint emotions 
of pity and furprife. 


Horfes in general, produced from ftables 
of this defcription, all bear the appearance of 
temporary 
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temporary invalids or confirmed valetudi- 
narians ; from living or rather exifting in a 
{cene of almoft total darknefs, they approach 
the light with relu€tance, and every new 
object with additional apprehenfion. They 
walk, or rather totter out of the ftable in a 
flate of debilitation and ftiffnefs of the ex- 
tremities, as if threatened with univerfal 
Jamenefs. The legs are fwelled from the 
knees and hocks downwards, to the utmoft 
expanfion of the integument; which with 
the dry and contracted ftate of the narrow 
heeled hoof, bears no ill affinity. to the over. 
loaded fhoe of AN opULENT ALDERMAN, 
when emerging from the excruciating admo- 
nitions of a gouty monitor. Upon more accu- 
rate infpection, we find the lift of happy effeéts 
ftill increafed with thofe ufual concomitants, 
inveterate cracks, running thrufb, very fre~ 
quently accompanied bya hufky fhort cough, 
or afthmatic difficulty of refpiration, in gradual, 
progreflion to a broken wind; and the long 
lift of inferior ef ceteras, that conftitute the 
invariable advantages of ftable difcipline, di- 
reCtly contrary to every eftablifhed rule that 
can be laid down for the promotion of Easz, 
HEALTH, and INVIGORATION, . 
Ia 
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In confirmation of which, without a tedi- 
ous animadverfion upon fo long a feries of 
inconfiftencies, let us advert concifely to the 
caufes of fuch ill effe€&ts as we have ven- 
tured to enumerate. The difadvantages arif- 
ing from horfes ftanding in perpetual dark- 
neis, or with a very faint and glimmering 
light, muft be too palpably clear to require 
much elucidation; for in fuch ftate, with 
the full and increafed power of searing, they 
are inceflantly on the watch to difcover, what 
fo conftantly affects one fenfe, without the 
expected gratification of the other. To this 
eternal difappointment may be attributed the 
alternate ftare and twinkling of the eye-lids, 
fo common to every defcription of horfes that 
ftand in the moft remote part of dark ftables, 
at each time of being brought forward to 
face the light; as well as the additional ob- 
fervation, that being accuftomed to fee things 
but imperfectly in the ftable, when brought 
into action upon the road, they are fo much 
affected by the change, that they become 
habitually addiéted to flop or /fart at every 
ftrange or fudden obje& that approaches. 
A certain danger alfo attends, when hurried 

by a carelefs or drunken oftler, from the ex- 
| ternal 
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ternal glare of light to the extreme of total 
darknefs ; for in fuch hafty tranfition, blows 
are frequently fuftained againft the racks, 
ftalls, or intervening partitions, that fome- 
times terminate in the lofs of an eye, with no 
other caufe affigned for its original appear- 
ance than the fluctuation of humours, which 
the fuffering fubject immediately undergoes 
repeated confultations and a long courfe of 
medicines to eradicate. 


The ftiffnefs of the joints, the fwelling 
of the legs, the feverity of the cracks, the 
frequency of the thrufh, the contraétion of 
the hoofs, and the difficulty of refpiration, 
are all fo evidently the refulting effeéts of 
deftructive fituation and erroneous manage- 
ment, that to the {porting world alone, lite- 
rary definition would be deemed fuperfluous ; 
but to that infinity of Juvpnire Eques- 
TRIANS, who are “ daily rifing to our 
view,” and wonder ** why their horfes, that 
they keep at fo much expence, are unlike 
moft others they meet in their rural excur- 
fions,” fuch explanation becomes matter of 


indifpenfible neceflity. 
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To the want of general cleanlinefs, pure 
air, and regular exercife, may be juftly attri- 
buted all the ills we have juft recited; and 
that fuch affertion may lay impartial claim 
to proper weight in the fcale of reflection, 
let it be firft remembered, that horfes in 
the fituation I allude to, are conftantly liv- 
ing in certain degrees of heat, not only be- 
yond the ftate required by nature, but very 
far exceeding even the {table temperature of 
~ horfes in regular training for the turf. 


That this may be the better underftood by. 
thofe whofe fituations in life have precluded. 
the chance of fuch infpeCtion, and that great 
body of readers ia various and diftant parts 
of the kingdom, who never have, and per- 
haps zever may, make a furvey of public 
{tables in the metropolis; I think it necef- 
fary to introduce an exact reprefentation of 
Syfematic inconfiftency, perfely exculpated 
from even the flighteft fufpicion of exagge- 
ration. As I have repeatedly obferved, and 
it is univerfally admitted, there is no rule 
without fome exception; fo the following 
defcription may have /ome but vERY FEW 
to boait of. 


Upon 
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Upon entering the major part, (particu- 
larly if the door has been a few minutes 
clofed and is open for your admiffion) the 
olfactory and optic nerves are inftantane- 
oufly aflailed with the volatile effluvia of 
dung and urie, equal to the exhalation from 
a ftock bottle of hartfhorn at the thop of 
any Chemift in the neighbourhood. Here 
you find from ten or twelve to twenty 
horfes, ftanding as hot, and every crevice 
of the ftable as clofely ftopped, as if the 
very external air was infectious, and its ad- 
miffion muft inevitably propagate a conta- 
gion. Naturally inquifitive to difcover what 
irritating caufe has laid fuch hold of your 
moft prominent feature, you obferve each 
horfe ftanding upon an enormous load of 
litter, that by occafional’ additions (with- 
out a regular and daily removal from the 
bottom) has acquired both the fubftance and 
property of a moderate ot-bed. 


Thus furrounded with the vapours con- 
ftantly arifing from an accumulation of the 
moft powerful volatile falts, ftand thefe poor 
animals a kind of patient facrifice to ignorance 
‘and indifcretion; and that the meafure of 
QO 2 mifery 
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mifery may be rendered perfect by every ad- 


ditional contribution of folly, each horfe is 
abfolutely loaded with a profufion of body 
cloths, but perhaps more to gratify the often- 
tation or difplay the opulence of the owner, 
than any intentional utility to the horfe. 
The fheet, quarter piece, breaft cloth, body 
roller, and perhaps she hood, are all brought 
forward to give proof of perfevering atten- 
tion and unremitting induftry. In this ftate 
fuch horfes are found upon critical examina- 
tion, to be in an almoft perpetual languid 
perfpiration ; fo debilitated, depreffed, and 
inactive, for want of pure air and regular 
exercife, that they appear dull, heavy, and 
inattentive, as if confcious of their imprifon- 
ment and bodily perfecution. 


The effect of this mode of treatment foon 
becomes. perceptible to the judicious eye of 
obfervation ; the carcafe is feen unnaturally 
full and overloaded, for want of thofe gra- 
dual evacuations promoted by gentle mo- 
tion; the legs fwell, becoming ftiff and 

-tumefied, till nature, in her utmoft efforts 
for extravafation, terminates in either cracks, 
Scratches, greaje, or {ome one of the many 

diforders 
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diforders arifing from an impurity, vifcidity, 
or acrimony in the blood. The hoofs by 
being almoft invariably fixed to the conftant 
heat of the accumulating dung before de- 
{cribed, acquires a degree of contraction in- 
dicating hoof-bound lamenefs. The eyes 
frequently give proof of habitual weaknefs, 
in.a watery difcharge from the continual ir- 
ritation of the volatile efluvia, the dilatation 
and contra¢tion of the eye in fearch of light, 
the heat of the body, &c. all tending to 
conftitute a frame dire€tly oppofite in health, 
vigour, and appearance, to thofe whofe con- 
dition is regulated by a very different fyftem 
of ftabularian management. , 
The evils arifing from this miftaken treat- 
ment are only yet enumerated in part, being 
thofe that evidently appear upon a fuperficial 
furvey of the ftables and their contents; 
others become difcernible upon being brought 
into action. They are certainly lefs enabled 
to encounter fatigue than any horfes in the 
kingdom; from fo conftant an exiftence in 
the abjolute fumes of a hot-bath, they never 
can be expofed to the external air in a co//, 
wet, or winter feafon, without danger to 
cr every 
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every part of the frame. By fuch contraft 
they are inftantly liable to a fudden collap- 
fion of the porous fyftem, which locking up 
the perfpirative matter, fo violently propelled 
to the furface, throws it back upon the cir- 
culation with redoubled force; where na- 
ture being too much overloaded to admit 
its: abforption, it becomes immediately fixed 
upon the EYES or LuNGs, laying a very 
fubftantial foundation of difeafe and dif- 
quietude. 


If fuch horfe is put, into ftrong exercife, 
he foon proves himfelf inadequate to either 
a long, or an expeditious journey ; for whe- 
ther the body is overburthened with weak 
and flatulent food and water at fetting out, 
jaded with early fatigue, to which he has 
not been accuftomed, or debilitated with 
the fiable difcipline we have fo minutely 
defcribed, the effect is nearly the fame. If 
his journey is of any duration, or his exer- 
tions of any great magnitude, it is no un- 
common thing to find he has fallen /ch, 
lame, or tired upon the road; and under 
the worft of curfes, a bad charaéter, is fre- 


quently fold to the firft bidder ; under whofe 
3 fyftematic 
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fyftematic care and rational mode of ma- 
nagement, a few months perhaps makes him 
one of the beft and ‘moft valuable horfes 
in the kingdom. 


This is a circumftance that happens fo 
very conftantly in the equeftrian fluGtuation 
of fortune, and ‘the affertion fo repeatedly 
juftifed by ocular demonftration and prac- 
tical experience, that I ftand not in the 
leaft fear of a contrariety of opinions upon 
fo confpicuous a part of the fubjeat. 


The ill effects of the ftable treatment 
we have hitherto defcribed, would be ftill 
more injurious did sigh feeding conftitute a 
part of the fyftem we prefume to condemn ; 
but a /uper-abundance of food is what I by 
no means place to the sconjifiency of the 
account. Prudence (divefted of /e//-intere/?) 
powerfully prompts the parties concerned, 
to perceive the abjurdity of over-feeding 
horfes whofe ftate fo little requires it, Sta- 
ble keepers are not fo deftitute of pENnz- 
TRATION, as to be taught by me, the folly 
of feeding horfes that ‘* don’t work,’ Oats 
are not only unneceflary but /uperfluous ; hay 

O 4 in 


200 oT AVBaL I N.iG 


in fmall quantities will {upport nature fuffi- 
ciently, by’a conftant maftication of which 
the appetite will be properly prepared to 
receive PLENTY OF WATER; an article that 
is not only of very little expence and trou- 
ble, but by expanding the frame, and filling 
the flank, will afford to the city /port/inan 
and Sunday traveller, fufficient proof that 
the horfe is amply fed, and “ well looked 


after. > 


Having fubmitted to confideration the 
reprefentation of racts, that neither the 
interefted caz, or the experienced will, at- 
tempt to deny; I fhall (without much 
hope of effecting a reformation where fo 
gicat a variety of opinions are concerned) 
beg permiflion to offer a few remarks, for 
the attention of thofe who are, from the 
nature of their fituations, unavoidably con- 
need with ftables of this defcription ; 
leaving the more minute inftruGions for 
the management of hunters or road horfes, 
to be collected from the matter that will 
be hereafter introduced under thofe heads. 


The pernicious properties of fox! air mutt 
re F 
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be too well known, or at leaft too readily 
comprehended, (by every one to whofe {e- 
rious perufal thefe pages will become fub- 
ject) to require even the moft fuperficial 
elucidation ; though in faa, entering into 
its deftructive effects, with all its contingent 
-confequences, would be to write, quote, and 
animadvert a volume upon the fubjec ; 
which is in fact of too much fcientific mag- 
nitude for prefent difquifition, in a publi- 
cation that promifes to be generally read, 
and it is intended fhould be as generally 
underftood, 


Under palpable conviction of the numer- 
ous ills that may arife in different ways from 
air fo very much contaminated, and replete 
with impurities, I am convinced no one 
advocate for improvement can rationally 
object to the adoption of Venrinarors 
in all public ftables, where the fituation 
is ineyitably confined; as in London, and 
other large cities, where they muft una-~ 
yoidably continue fo without the moft dif- 
tant probability of rectification, 


The utility, the convenience, the exhila- 
| rating 
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rating rays of “ ALL CHEARING LIGHT,” 
(that enables us to enjoy fociety, for which 
we were formed) is a matter ftanding in no 
need of ¢edious recommendation; it there- — 
fore cannot be too forcibly inculcated, or too 
cheerfully adopted. 


Cleanlinefs is fo indifputably neceflary to 
‘health and invigoration, that it is matter of 
furprife. how fo palpable a fyftem of filth 
could ever be permitted to pervade the 
equeftrian receptacles of thofe who would, 
no doubt, be exceedingly hurt and offended, 
if they were to have the inconfiftencies of 
their condu@t perfonally demonftrated, and 
be compulfively convinced they either do not 
know or feem to care any thing about the 
matter. In fatt, there is but one reafon 
that can be urged, (and none with fo much 
energy as thofe prompted by {felf-intereft) 
in favour of a practice replete with fo many 
 difadvantages ; this muft be the high price 
and-difficuity of obtaining {traw in the me- 
tropolis, which in its transformation to 
manure becomes fo reduced to a mere no- 
thingnefs in value, that the poffbility of be- 


ing 
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ing cleanly in thofe ftables (we are told) is 
abfolutely precluded by pecuniary confide- 
rations, But when the fixed emoluments of 
the weekly keep are taken into the aggre- 
gate, and it is not the effect of rumination 
but matter of fact, that many of the horfes 
fo kept, are, from want of exercife and the 
numerous caufes before afligned, fo very 
much OFF THEIR APPETITES, as not to 
confume in a day but ove or two of the four 
feeds of corn that are charged; an extra 
trufs of ftraw from the loft LipEeRALLY 
EXCHANGED for each bufhel and a half of 
oats accidentally faved in the granary, would 


certainly prove no violent proftitution of 
gencrolity ! 
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‘Is a matter of too much importance in 
the promotion of health and condition to 
be excluded its place in our prefent arrange- 
ment ; and fo evidently neceffary to the na- 
tural fecretions and regular evacuations, that 
the foundation of every difeafe may be laid 

by 
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by a want of it. Horfes are in their very 
nature and difpofition fo formed for motion, 
that they become dull, heavy, and un- 
healthy without it; of this nothing can af- 
ford greater demonftration than the plea- 
fure they difplay in every action, when 
brought from the dark recefs of a glaomy 
ftable to the perfect enjoyment of light, air, 
and exercife. ‘The natural fweetnefs of the 
external air is fo happily fuperior to the 
ftagnate impurity of the ftable, that moft 
horfes inftantly exult in the change, and by 
avaricty of ways convince you of the pre- 
ference. 


Survey a fpirited horfe with the eye of 
attention, and obferve the aitonifhing diffe- 
rence before and after his liberation from 
the manger, to which he is fometimes, un- 
der the influence of ftrange mifmanage- 
ment, haltered for days together without re- 
miffion. In the ftable you perceive him de- 
jected, fpiritlefs, and almoft inanimate, with- 
out the leaft feeming courage or activity in 
his compofition; but when brought into 
action, he initantly aflumes another appear- 
ance, and indicates by bodily exultation and 

exertion, 
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ertion, the abfolute falubrity and neceffity 
of what the inftinctive ftupidity of many can 
never (from their inexplicable want of com- 
prehention). be brought to underftand. Such 
inconfiderate obfervers might certainly im- 
prove their very fhallow judgment, by fome 
trifling attention to the indications of nature 
in horfes of any tolerable defcription, who 
all difplay, in different attitudes and by va- 
rious means, the gratification they enjoy in 
their diftin& appropriations. In fact, the 
animated afpect of the whole frame, the live- 
ly eye, the crefted neck, the tail erect, with 
the moft fpirited bodily action of neighing, 
fuorting, and curvetting, all tend to prove the 
conftitutional utility of exercife in length and 
manner adapted to the fize, ftrength, make, 
condition, and purpofe of the horfe. 


Perfe&tly convinced of its indifpenfible 
neceflity to horfes of all kinds, in propor- 
tion to the ufes for which they are defigned, 
and the portion of aliment they receive, I 
am not unfrequently very highly entertain- 
ed with the management of many within 
the extenfive circle of my own acquaint- 
ance, (and thofe too with inherent pride 

2 fufficient 
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fufficient to affume the chara@ter of {portf= 
men) who are in conftant poffeflion of good 
and valuable horfes, perpetually buying, fell- 
mg, and exchanging ; but never for years to- 
gether, have one in their ftables three months, 
without {welled legs, cracked heels, greafe, 
bad eyes, broken knees, or fome of the many 
ills that conftitute a ftable of infirmities ; all 
which they very PHILOSOPHICALLY and 
erroneoufly attribute to 7// /uck, that I moft 
juftly and impartially place to the account of 
inadvertent mafters, and much more indolent 
fervants. 


The advantages arifing from an unre~ 
mitting perfeverance in the regularity of 
daily exercife, (both in refpe& to time and 
continuance) cannot be fo clearly known 
and perfectly underftood, but to thofe who 
have attended minutely to the good effects 
of its practice, or the ills that becomé 
conftantly perceptible from its omiffion. 
This is undoubtedly the more extraordi- 
nary, when it is recolle@ted there is no one 
part of the animal ceconomy more admira- 
bly adapted to the plaineft comprehenfion; 
than the fyftem of repletion and evacuation ; 

which 
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which may (avoiding technical defcription 
and profeffional minutiz) be concifely ex- 
plained and clearly underftood, ‘as matter 
necefiarily introductory to what we proceed 
to inculcate, upon the palpable confiftency 
of conftant and moderate exercife for the 
eftablifhment of health and promotion of 
condition. 


I believe it has been before faid, in ei- 
ther this or the former volume, that the 
ALIMENT, after fufficient maftication in 
the act of chewing, is pafled to the ftomach, 
where it undergoes regular fermentation (in 
general termed digeftion) producing a cer 
tain quantum of c4y/e, in proportion to the 
nutritive. property of the aliment fo retained : 
This chyle, in its procefs of nature ; (which 
has been before accurately explained) becomes 
wonderfully fubfervient to all the purpofes of 
life and fupport in its general contribution to 
the fource of circulation, and the various {e- 
cretions; while the groffer parts (from which 
the nutritious property is extraéted in their 
progrefs through the ftomach and _inteftinal 
canal) are thrown off from the body by ex- 
crementitious evacuations, 

This 
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This is a concife abftract of nature’s ope- 
ration ; as neceflary to conftitute fufficient 
information to comprehend our prefent pur- 
pofe of explicit animadverfion upon the ° 
great advantage of bodily motion, fo far 
as it fhall appear conducive to the prefer- 
vation of health. Enough is confequently 
advanced to gratify every competent idea ; 
and afford ample conviction, that fhould the 
body be permitted to receive, and conti- 
nue to accumulate in the frame, more ALI- 
MENT than can be abforbed into the cir- 
culation, and carried off by the different 
emunctories in @ certain portion of time; 
over repletion, difquietude, and ultimately 
DISEASE, acute or chronic, muft be thé in- 
evitable confequence. 


The fyftem and effect are too palpably 
clear to be at all miftaken in even a theo- 
retic furvey of the procefs; for when the 
blood veffels become over-loaded with an 
accumulated retention of perfpirable matter, 
and the ftomach and inteftines preternatu- 
rally extended by indurated excrement (all 
which fhould be occafionally carried off by 
exercife) indifpofition muft arife in a greater 

or 
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orlefs degree, fo foon as the repletion pro- 
duces oppreffion, that the ftruggling efforts 
-Of natufe are unable to fubdue. 


Thefe unembellithed fa@s are too plain 
and ftriking to require much time from the 
WRITER, of patience from the READER, 
for farther inveftigation or comprelien- 
fion; concluding, therefore, this part of 
the animal mechanifn is perfetly under- 
ftood, I fhall proceed to an explanation 
of the active caufes of fuch diforders as 
originate in impurities of the blood, occa- 
fionéd by want of motion and confequent 
evacuation. 


At is therefore neceflary we take a furvey 
of a horfe brought from the ftable in a 
{tate of plenitude after temporary inadtivity, 
when we find the body too full and oyer- 
loaded to make his farft efforts with any 
degree of eafe or pleafure; every one not 
totally abforbed ina flate of ftupefaction or 
natural illiteracy, muft have obferved the 
unremitting attempts and /trainings of the 
animal to throw off the fuperfluous burthen 
by repeated evacuations fo foon as brought 

Vou. XI. Fo inte 


210 ES ERAS ES 


into action. If at all hurried before the 
carcafe is in fome degree relieved from its 
accumulated contents, you perceive a wheez- 
ing or difficulty of refpiration, occafioned by 
the preflure of the ftomach thus loaded, 
upon the lobes of the lungs, reftraining 
them in their natural elafticity for the pur- 
pofes of expanfion and contraction. 


In this ftate alfo, if his pace is extended 
beyond a walk, you find him break into a 
more violent perfpiration than a horfe in 
proper condition and regular exercife would 
difplay in a long journey, continued at. the 
fame rate, without intermiffion. Thefe are 
all indications of nature not to be miftaken 
or denied, by thofe at all conneéted or con- 
verfant with the fubje@ before us, and fuf- 
ficiently demonftrate the refulting effe@s of 
continuing to over-load the fyftem with a 
greater quantity of food than there is. pro- 
portional exercife to carry off. _ 


PERSPIRATION (that is the gradual 
emiffion phyfically termed infenfible, as not 
being profufe to perception) will, in even 
‘Gentle exercife, take from the fuperflux of ~ 

the 
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the BLoop, what the neceflary evacuations 
of dung and urine take from the accumu- 
lated contents of the InrTEsTINES; which 
fuffered to remain in an abundant and pre- 
ternatural proportion, muft, by its com- 
pulfive retention, acquire a degree of putrid 
or acrimonious morbidity inevitably pro- 
ducing difeafe. Thefe morbid attacks act 
differently upon different fubjects, accord- 
ing to their ftate or tendency, at the time 
of the blood or body’s afluming a cor- 
rupt or infectious influence; difplaying it- 
felf in fuch way as is moft applicable to 
the conftitutional predominance of difeafe 
in the horfe previous to the leaft trait of 
difcovery. 


I fhall, in compliance with my promife in 
the introductory part of this work, forbear 
to lead the reader farther into a tedious 
train of remote medical refearches, but re- 
fer him to the different difquifitions of the 
former volume for any gratification he may 
with to obtain; letting it fuffice to obferve, 
that from fuch original caufe may arife 
the various diftrefling difquietudes fo re- 
peatedly enumerated, as {welled legs, cracked 

P 2 heels, 
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heels, greafe, afthmatic cough, fret, ftrangury, 
farcy, fever, convulfions, or in fa& any of 
the numerous difeafes to which horfes are 
fo conftantly liable. 


Thefe caufes of the various difeafes, fo 
perfectly clear not only to every {cientific 
inveftigator but every rational obferver, are 
what have for time immemorial, in the fta- 
bularian dialeét, paffed under the undefined 
denomination of Humours, with the nu- 
merous tribe of equeftrian dependents, from 
the firft ftud groom of the firft {porting 
nobleman, to the moft illiterate ftable boy 
in the kingdom; without a fingle profef- 
fional exertion of refpectability, to wipe 
away the abftrufe and ignorant fubterfuge 
of attributing the generality of diforders 
to the effect of Aumours, without any per- 
fpicuous attempt to explain in their dif- 
ferent publications, what they have univer- 
fally taken the liberty to condemn. 


J am exceedingly forry to fay (and fay it I 
do, not from any intentional oppofition or 
difrefpect to the writers) that the more I 
* compare former literary opinions with ex- 
‘perimental 
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perimental practice, the lefs reafon I find to. 
be fatisfied with what they ventured. to 
promulgate; particularly upon the fubject 
of Aumours, which in all my enquiries and 
minute inveftigations, I could never find 
fyftematically explained, at leaft to encoun- 
ter the eye of profeflional infpedtion. 


BRACKEN, who for years was confidered - 
a prodigy of VETERINARIAN_ inttruétion, 
after condemning the farriers frequent. ufe 
‘and the convenient fubterfuge of the word, 
makes. many efforts to go through an elabo- 
rate explanation, that, he fays, ‘* the igno- 
rance and ftupidity of the vulgar are inade- 
quate te ;” but very unluckily, after attack- 
ing the fubject in nine different ways, at leaft 
in as many different places, he as repeatedly 
digreffes from the point, without ever coming 
into the probability of an explanatory con- 
clufion. 


BARTLET, in his ufual condefcending 
ftile of imitation, (or rather compilation) 
affords fix pages of duodecimo, replete with 
technical abftrufity, collected from the re« 
aoge allufions and eccentric remarks of his 

P43 learned 
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learned predeceffor; beginning with a pro- 
mife of unlimitted explanation, and ahno/f 
immediately taking leave with the following 
apology, that ‘* what ought to be under- 
ftood by the word numours, would: take 
up more time than the brevity we have 
prefcribed ourfelves will admit on.” 

' Taking no more time from the reader 
than is neceffary to explain what has been 
already introduced, and to juftify what is 
to follow, upon the hacknied fubjef of hu- 
mours ; I advert to fuch profeffional remarks 
as have arifen from attentive obfervation, 
with occafional oblique references to the 
opinions of thofe who have gone before us, 
fraught with temporary popularity ; having 
for fuch introduction, no motive but an 
eager and acknowledged defire to eftablith 
the TRuTH, by a proper and incontroverti- 
ble criterion of practical inveftigation, 


_ Admitting, therefore, the repletion arifing 
from a fuperflux of alimentary nutriment, 
_(not carried off by thofe gradual excretions 
promoted by moderate exercife in gentle 
motion) to conftitute what has fo long pailed 


under 
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under the vague denomination of Aumours,” 
without a fear of being controverted by 
any refpectable opponent ; I fhaJl proceed 
to the proper mode of rectification in fuch 
cafe, and the degree of diftin@ion to be 
afcertained when fome of the difeafes be-- 
fore-mentioned proceed from a. different 
caufe, 


To effe& this, it is firft neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that when fuch repletion becomes 
perceptible, and is immediately counteracted 
by regular and daily increafing exercife, it 
may probably (if the horfe is in no con- 
firmed {tate of foulnefs) be again abforbed 
into the circulation, and carried off without 
the afliftance of extra evacuations promoted 
by medicine. But it fhould be always held 
in remembrance, that fuch exercife muft be 
in the firft inftances, not only of . great 
gentlenefs but long duration; ufing no 
violence or f{peedy exertions, till the body 
is by gradual perfeverance perfeétly unload- 
ed, and the carcafe and extremities have 
recovered their original form and pliability ; 
when the exercife may be increafed to a 
greater degree of action, that the fuper- 

Ff fluous 


216 EX ERC 1S -#. 


fluous and offending matter thus abforbed, 
may tranfpire by the moft natural effort of 
perfpiration. 


To promote which, with the greater 
fafety and facility, BLEEDING fhould pre- 
cede in proportion to /ize, ffrength, and 
condition, that the real ftate of the blood 
fhould be the move clearly afcertained ; as 
may be found particularly explained in va- 
rious parts of the former volume, where it 
is abfolutely negeffary its predominant ap- 
pearance fhould undergo critical examina- 
tion, But in this confcientious recommen-~ 
dation, I am unavoidably drawn jnto ad- 
ditional remarks upon the opinions of 
others ; to demonftrate the inconfiftency of 
theirs, as a neceflary prelude to the juttice 
and eftablifhment of my own, And I muft 
confefs jt gives me fome concern, that I 
ar upder the neceflity of differing in a 
Jingle opinion from authority fo very refpect- 
able, ang judgment fo truly profeffional, as 
his Majefty’s Farrier for Scotland, whofe 
elegant publications entitle him to univerfa} 
applaufe, for the great. pains he has taken 
to elucidate and improve, a fyftem that 

| has 
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has for ages remained in an acknowledged 
{tate of barbarity and ignorance. 


Mr. Clarke, in his “ Obfervations on 
Blood Letting,” fays “ It is difficult to fix 
any precife ftandard, how we may judge 
either of the healthy or morbid ftate of 
the blood in horfes when cold.’ This is 
an opinion fo directly oppofite to what 
I haye frequently advanced upon former 
occafiens, (with reafons at large for in- 
{peCting it in fuch ftate) that my filence 
upon the paffage alluded to, would bear fo 
much the appearance of pufillanimity or 
profeffional ignorance, that I gladly avail 
myfelf of the prefent opportunity to fubjoin 
a few words in fupport of the opinion for- 
merly maintajned; but with the moft unful- 
lied ref{pect for a writer of fo much perfpi-+ 
cuity and eminence, whofe abilities I hold jin 
the greateft eftimation. 


It may, as Mr. Clarke feems to think, - 
‘** be difficult to fix any preci/e ftandard to 
difcover the exact ftate of the blood when 
cold; but I doubt not his candour, upon due 
deliberation, will admit the ceRTAINTY 


of 
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ef diftinguifhing its property, or predomi- 
nant tendency, much better in that’ condi- 
tion, than a ftate of liquidity as juft re- 
ceived from the vein. If that certainty is 
admitted, (as I flatter myfelf it will not, 
upon reflection, be refpectably denied) it 
muft undoubtedly prove much more eli- 
gible and fatisfactory to obtain profeffional 
prognoftics In PART, than not to acquire 
any information af a//. This being a po- 
fition beyond the power of confutation, it 
is only neceflary to add a fingle remark 
arifing from daily praétice, long experi- 
ence, and accurate obfervation, upon the 
certainty of afcertaining from a minute ex- 
amination’ of the blood when cold, the pro- 
portion of CRASSAMENTUM, SERUM, SIZE, 
viscipITy, probable inflammation or acri- 
mony it contains; from all which, furely 
diagnoftres may be rationally formed to regu- 
Jats future proceedings; at leaft, fo I con- 
{tantly find it in the courfe of my own 
practice ; and until fuch infpection, by any 
deception, fhould convince me of its un- 
certainty and inutility, I fhall not be rea- 
dily induced to alter an opinion founded 
upon practical conviction; though I muft 

5 acknow- 


HIME R CIRM eno 


acknowledge there is no publication upon 
thefe fubjects extant, to whofe dictates I 
fhould more cheerfully become a convert, 
than the produétions of the ‘very author, 
whofe opinion, zx one inflance, I am com- 


pelled to oppofe. 


It is fo perfetly in point to adopt the 
vulgarifm of * killing two birds with one 
ftone,” that I cannot refift the temptation 
and prefent opportunity to introduce a few 
words upon an inconfiftent paflage in 
BRaAcKEN, that equally clathes with an 
epinion of mine frequently introduced in 
my former volume, where the operation of 
BLeEeDING, or the jfiate of the blood, ne- 
ceflarily became matter of recommendation. 
In page 111 of his fecond volume, he fays, 
** the blood becomes vifcid, poor, and dif- 
pirited.” This paflage is fo {trangely fe- 
queftered from comprehenfion, fo ridicu- 
loufly replete with paradoxical obicurity, 
and fo directly contrary to my own obfer- 
vations, founded in practice, and long firice 
communicated under the fanction of. invi- 
olate veracity, that I cannot permit. {uch 
2 profufion of profeffional contrarieties to 


pafs 
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pafs current upen the public, without ob- 
truding a few words to elucidate, or rather 


expofe the myftery. 


To eftablith the credit and juftify the 
reputation of ‘* The Stable Directory,” as 
well as to obtain the approbation of thofe 
who at no time condemn without infpec- 
tion, or applaud without reafon; I have 
never advanced an opinion, or reported @ 
fed, but what has been founded upon 
principles of jncontrovertible information 
or acknowledged utility. It has been my 
invariable ftudy to enlighten, not to per- 
plex; what has been too much the fyftem 
of other writers upon fimilar fubjects, may 
be more properly collected from a revifion 
of their productions, than the pen of a com- 
petitor. But I will venture to affirm, if 
any part of my obfervations had contained 
fo many abfurd contrarieties, or tedious 
‘and inapplicable digreffions, as the elabo- 
rate volumes of BRACKEN; the fenth edi- 
zn of the former volume, or the title page 
of the fecond, could never have met the 
light, in the prefent enlightened fcene of 
equeftrian enquiry and literary improve- 

ment, 


WitER CIE 221 


ment. On the contrary, had I proftituted 
my judgment or my pen, to fo un{cientific a 
declaration as the blood’s being « vi/eid, poor, 
and di/pirited,” the united force ef menftrual 
criticifm, would have irrevocably doomed 
ME AND MY oOPINions to the Lwef region 
of oblivion. 


How, at the fame time, blood can be 
** viscip and poor,” or the two words of 
a dire& contrary meaning become fo conve- 
niently {ynonimous, I am at a lofs to learn ; 
but perfeétly anxious that the profeflional 
confiftency, the fyftematic uniformity of my 
aflertions, may be arraigned and brought to 
iflue with opinions fo direétly oppofite, I find 
it unavoidably neceffary, to folicit from every 
impartial inveftigator, a comparative view of 
what has been advanced on either fide refpet- 
ing the blood, when he will be enabled to 
decide, whofe fyftem approaches neareft to 
' truth, fupported by reafon. 


To juftify and corroborate my remarks 
upon Mr. Clarke’s idea of « not difcovering 
ing the true ftate of the blood when cold,” 
T mutt beg ‘to repeat the very words of my 
opinion 
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opinion PREVIOUSLY given to the public in 
the former volume, clafs the third, under the 
head ‘“‘ Farcy,” where will be found the 
following defcription, neceffarily agaim fub- 
mitted to the difquifition of every enlightened 
reader. 


*« In refpect to cure, upon the very earlieft 
appearance, take away blood in quantity as 
befgre defcribed ; and after fo doing, attend 
minutely to the QuALITy, which circum- 
{tances will enable you to form a very deci- 
five judgment, how foon and to what pro- 
portion the fubject will bear this evacuation, 
fhould it again be neceffary; for according 
to the extra proportion of the Cra/amentum, 
or Coagulum, and the fize (or gelatinized 
fubftance upon the furface) with the dif- 
proportion of ferum or watery part, it may 
be very readily afcertained how much the 
blood is certainly above or below the ftand- 
ard of mediocrity neceflary for the abfolute 
PRESERVATION of health.” 


This is the opinion originally held forth 
in my firft publication, and with fo firm an 
adherence to truth, founded upon experience, 

that 
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that I never (particularly after fo much addi- 
tional practice and inveftigation) can conde- 
{cend to change my opinion, and admit its 
uncertainty, in compliment to the unfupported 
ipfe dixit of any pen whatever ; and that I may 
ftand totally exculpated from the charge of 
publifbing an opinion {o contrary to the refpec- 
table authority of Mr. Clarke, I muft beg to 
obferve, that my opinion had not only the 
priority of his in publication, but had been in 
circulation full rwo years. before Mr 
Clarke’s treatife came into my poffeffion. 


We come now to the judicious declaration 
of BRACKEN, ‘refpecting the blood ,that he 
calls ** wifcid, poor, and difpirited ;” to cor- 
rect which unaccountable profeffional flip, 
the above quotation will in a certain degree 
contribute ; particularly when I fubmit it to 
recollection, that in many parts of my for- 
mer volume (appropriated entirely to medical 
refearches) I have reprefented wscid, fizey 
blood, to be the refulting effect of too much 
plenitude arifing from alimentary repletion 
with a want of proper exercife ; while, on 
the contrary, I have defcribed too great a 
portion of /érum to conftitute an zmpover- 

ifhed 
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tfhed blood in being deprived of its due pro» 


_ portion of CRASSAMENTUM, as before re- 
cited. 


To renew and corroborate which, I muft 
be permitted to recommend to the retrofpec- 
tive attention of thofe, anxious to diftinguith 
between the fpecious delufion of theory and 
the eftablifhment of fat, my obfervations in 
the fame clafs, under the article of ** MANGE.” 
where it will be found I have defined the 
poverty of the blood in the following expla- 
natory paflage. 


‘¢ For the blood being by this barren con- 
tribution robbed of what it was by nature 
intended to receive, becomes impoverifhed 
even to a degree of incredibility (by thofe 
unacquainted with the fyftem of repletion 
and circulation); it lofes its tenacity and 
balfamic adbefive quality, degenerating to an 
acrid ferous vapour, that acquires malignity 
by its preternatural feparation from its origi- 


nal corrector.” 


Thefe explanations are fo phyfically cor- 
ret, fo perfectly clear, and- fo evidently 
adapted 
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adapted to every comprehenfion, that I am 
fatisfied to reft the certainty of its procefs, 
and my own profeflional reputation, upon the 
arbitrative decifion of any impartial invefti- 
gator. And that this comparative procefs 
may be brought to a fpeedy termination, 
I hall only beg leave to’ obferve, if Mr. 
Crarkn’s hypothefis, “ that no difcovery 
can be made from the blood when co/d,” is 
a fact, or the “ wiféid, poor, and difpirited 
blood” of BRACKEN, can be defined one and 
the fame thing, divefted of paradoxical com- 
plication, and fuch eccentric opinions are 
founded 77 truth, and can be {upported by 
incontrovertible facts ; my affertions, however 
{cientific, however eftablifhed by Time, and 
confirmed by EXPERIENCE, mutt inevitably 
fall unfupported to the ground, unworthy the 
future attention of thofe by whofe approbation 
and applaufe I have been fo highly honoured. 


Having endeavoured to refcue from public 
prejudice, any hafty decifions that might be 
made upon fuch clafhing opinions undefined ; 
we return to the operation of bleeding, re- 
commended previous to the conftant exer- 
cife, and with that bleeding an accurate exa- 

Vov. II, Q. mination 
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mination of the blood wHEeN coin; and this 
upon the bafis of my former opinion again 
repeated, that fhould the cra/famentum (or 
coagulum) be proportionally greater in quan- 
tity to the /erum (or watery part) than the 
ferum to the coagulum, I fhould not hefitate 
a moment to pronounce fuch horfe to be 
above himfelf in condition, more particularly 
if the blood had acquired a vif/cid tenacity, 
perceptible upon its furface. 


When I fay above himfelf in condition, I 
. wifh to be underftood, he is in the very 
ftate we have already defcribed, viz. the whole 
frame .is over-loaded by a fuper-abundance 
of nutriment, not carried off by exercife ; and 
the impurities thus collected, to have no re- 
ference to latent difeafe, but merely the effect 
of fuch fuperflux fufpended in the conftitu- 
tion, producing a temporary ftagnation of 
what I have already defined HuMouRs to be, 
for want of gradual motion and confequent 
evacuations. ‘This being the exact ftate of 
a horfe labouring under plethora and its con- 
comitants from fulnefs only, I fhould imme- 
diately adopt the ufe of a mafh each night, 
eompofed of salt and bran, equal - parts, 
merely to foften.the indurated contents of 


‘the 
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the inteftines, atid promote their more expe 
ditious difchargé’ duting the gradual exer 
cife in the following days; exciting the 
veflels to an increafed’ fecretion’ of urine 
by the interpofition of rw ounces of nitre, 
thoroughly diffolved in the water of each 
morning, when horfes will in general drink 
it with a greater degree of avidity. .'Thigs 
plan regularly perfevéred in for fix or eight 
days, with daily increafing exercife and good 
fubftantial dreffings in the {table (miore par- 
ticularly patient rubbing ef the legs down- 
wards) may be reafonably expected to carry 
off the repletion, i part, or all, according 
to the {tate and condition of the’horfe, or the 
time of its accumulation. 


On ihe contrary, fhould the blood in five 
or fix’ hburs after it is taken away, be found to 
contain but a fmall portion of crassamMEN- 
TUM, in proportion to the much greater of 
sERUM; and fuch coagulum to be of a 
florid healthy appearance, I could not doubt 
even for a moment but fuch fwellings of 
the legs, cracks, greafe, defluxions of the 
eyes, (or any other complaints ufually arifing 
from fuch caufe) may be the effeét of an 

Q.2 acrimos 
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acrimonious, impoverifhed, and difeafed ftate 
of the blood; for the due correcting of 
which, proper remedies may be felected from 
the former volume of this work, under the 
different claffes and heads to which they are 


the moft applicable. 


Defluxions of the eyes arifing from what- 
ever caufe, whether the repletion already 
defined, that by its accumulation diftends 
the finer veffels in proportion as the larger 
are over-loaded, and in fuch retention ac- 
quires tendency to difeafe; from fuch ex- 
ternal injuries as dztes and blows; or a re- 
laxed, defective, or paralytic affeGtion of the 
internal organs, they are all in general deno- 
minated HUMOoURS without dijfinction, and 
phyfically treated accordingly. Hence arifes 
a very predominant and almoft univerfal-error, 
for want of judicious difcrimination in paying 
proper attention to the ftate of the blood ; 
the difference and property of which have 
been fo accurately and repeatedly defcribed, 
that there is no opening left to admit the plea 
of ignorance in any one cafe where it is en- 
titled to infpeCion. 


if 
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If a threatened diforder in the eye is fup- 
pofed to be the effect of repletion and re- 
fulting wvifcidity, fome judgment may be 
formed from a minute examination of the 
blood, which will bear refemblance te the 
{tate accurately explained when the horfe is 
too much above himfclf in condition, and the 
veffels more or lefs overcharged with impu- 
rities. Exclufive of a fole dependence upon 
which prognoftic, much information may be 
collected from external appearance ; the eyes 
are full, heavy, and dull, with an apparent 
tendency to inflammation in the lids above 
and below, and exccedingly turbid in the 
centre; difplaying in fuch ftate a perpetual 
drowfinefs, his eyes being frequently clofed 
when ftanding in the ftable undifturbed and 
feemingly unperceived, but without she /ea/t 
difcharge tending to difcover the original caufe 
of complaint. 


On the contrary, when arifing from an 
impoverifhed and acrimonious ftate of the 
blood, the eyes become upon the firft attack 
full and inflamed; almoft immediately dif- 
charging a fharp fcalding ferum, that is in- 
ceflantly rolling down the cheeks, and in its 

: Q3 paflage 
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paflage (by its conftant heat and irritation) 
frequently occafions excoriation; the eye 
gradually contracting and finking in its orbit, 
in proportion, to the length and inveteracy 
of difeafe. This defluxion is fo very oppo- 
fite in caufe and effeét, and requires a fyftem 
of treatment: fo very different to the cafe 
juft deferibed, as arifing from a@ vifcidity in 
the blood, (conftituting HuMouR of a diftin& 
Kind) that a nicer judgment is neceffary than 
generally exerted in fuch difcrimination. 


In cafes where one eye only is affected in 
either of the ways before-defcribed, it may 
with. a great degree of reafon be attributed 
to external injury, and. the refulting pain, 
inflammation, or difcharge, fo far dependent 
upon the original caufe as to be merely fymp- 
tomatic; unlefs from the great irritability 
and exquifite fenfation of the part, fome of 
the humours of the eye fhould be fo feverely 
injured as to occafion its lofs; a circumfance 
that is too frequently known to happen by 
an accidental. blow, but undoubtedly many 
more by thofe wilfully aimed and fatally 
executed, 


As 
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As I have before obferved, one grand error 
has formerly arifen, and is ftill continued by 
all the advocates for, and invincible followers 
of Ancient Farriery, to treat ‘* the nuMouRS 
that have fallen into the eyes” (making ufe 
of their own language) exaétly in the fame 
way; whether they proceed from any of the 
caufes juft recited, or the long lift of poffi- 
bilities that might be added to the catalogue. 
It is really in refletion a dreadful confidera- 
tion, that experience enables me to proclaim 
fo ferious a fact, and with variety of proofs 
to eftablith the certainty, that more horfes 
are deprived of their eyes and rendered to- 
tally blind, by the unbounded ignorance, 
quackery, and felf-futticiency of /ome, with 
the confidence and affected medical knowledge 
of others, than any bodily difeafe’ or local 
defect to which the frame is fubje@ in the 
courfe of nature. 


It is a matter of no {mall concern to thofe 
who with to fee a rapid improvement in the 
medical management of this ufeful animal, 
to find in cafes of confequence, upon every en- 
quiry to difcover the caufe and what methods 


Q4 have 
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have been taken to relieve, all the infor- 
mation muft be derived from interrogato- 
ries to the fervant ; who is in general poffeffed 
of all the myftery, and the MAsTER (how- 
ever valuable the horfe) is frequently found to 
know little or nothing at all of the matter. 
The groom’s judgment is in general fo per- 
fectly zfallible, that it would be abfolute 
pretumption in his employer, to enquire into 
the caufe of complaint or method of cure; 
yet upon accurate inveftigation of thefe ex- 
tenfive abilities, we find very flender caufe 
for the unlimited confidence and implicit opi- 
nion of the mafter. If enquiry is made 
whether the horfe has been bled, and we are 
anfwered he has, we are already arrived at 
the ultimatum of information; for what quan-~ 
tity was taken away, or what quwa/ity it was 
WHEN COLD, muft remain in its former ob- 
{curity ; one general anfwer fuffices for every 
queftion ; and with a bluth of confcious /tupi- 
dity, weare told, the horfe was ‘ d/ed on the 
dunghil,.” By this fpecimen of enlightened 
information, every additional fuggeftion may 
may be fairly fuppofed equally conclufve and 
fattsfactory. 


However, 
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However, to avoid farther digreffion in the 
prefent inftance, and come to a palpable de- 
monitration of an affertion juft made; I thall 
very concifely introduce from the multiplicity 
that have occurred, two recent cafes only, as 
directly applicable to our prefent purpofe of 
corroboration; and it is rather remarkable 
they fhould both. happen on the fame day, 
and within a very fhort time of this repre- 
fentation going to prefs, the horfes being the 
property of perfons of the firft fathion, and 
each of them fent upwards of ¢wenty miles 
for my opinion, 


The firft was a uunTeER of high qualifi- 
cations and confiderable eftimation 3 upon ac— 
curate examination I found him in the exaé 
{tate I have defcribed when labouring under a 
defluxion of the eyes, (arifing from a difeafed 
and acrimonious ftate of the blood) the dif- 
charge from which, in its long continuance 
and feverity, had ‘ fretted channels in his 
cheeks ;’’ the eyes were fo very much perithed 
that they were abfolutely contraéted in their 
orbs, the frame weak and emaciated, difplay- 
ing a {pectacle with very flender and difcou- 
raging hopes of rectification, 

Anxious 
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Anxious to obtain every poffible informa- 
tion upon fo extraordinary and unpromifing 
a cafe, I commenced my enquiry with cau- 
tion, and continued it with precifion, to the 
attainment of every particular ftep that had 
been taken for his relief; and doubt not but 
every reader will be as much furprifed in the 
perufal, as I muft have been in the recital, 
when he is informed, that the horfe had 
been in this gradually encreafing ftate for two 
months; with the additional mortification to 
the parties, that every method adopted for his 
improvement had evidently contributed to his 


difadvantage. 


Every degree of admiration, however natu- 
rally excited by the force of this reflection, 
will as naturally fubfide when the communi- 
cation of the meffenger and the ftate of the 
horfe have undergone a little deliberative re- 
trofpection. In the firft inftance, his keep 
was fo reduced as barely to fubfift nature ; 
he had undergone five d/eedings, (without the 
leaft reference to either quantity or quahty) 
three dofes of {trong mercurial phyfic, two 
ounces of nitre a day from the origin of 
complaint ; and /a/y, to render complete a 

fyftem 
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fyftem of inconfiftencies, a RoweL had been 
inferted, as if the whole procefs had been 
intentionally calculated to encreafe the caufe 
and inveteracy of difeafe. From the ill ef- 
fects of this cafe (which is critically accurate 
and authentic) may be derived a leffon of the 
greateft utility to thofe who, perfectly happy 
in the vortex of perfonal confidence and felf- 
fufficiency, fo frequently become the dupes of 
their own imaginary fuperiority and indifcre- 
tion, 


If the caufe had been inflammatory, arif- 
ing from the vilible effect of plenitude, vif 
cidity, or grofs impurities in the habit, the 
various evacuations might have been rotation- 
ally adopted, and juftified upon the principles 
of rational practice and medical confiftency 
but unfortunately, in the prefent inftance, 
whatever tended to reduce the fyftem and 
diflolve the craffamentum of the blood, in- 
evitably encreafed the very evil they were 
endeavouring to mitigate. It was equally 
remarkable and extraordinary, that no one 
article was brought into ufe but what be- 
came additionally injurious to the caufe it 
was intended to ferve; all which might have 
| been 
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been prevented by the precaution of minutely 
infpeCting, and properly comprehending, the 
crafis of the blood; the indifpenfible neceffity 
of which, I am anxioufly induced to hope, 
will acquire fuch weight with thofe who 
are adequate to the tafk of decifion, that it 
will in future become a bufinefs of more gene~ 
ral inveftigation, 


The repeated d/eedings, the reduction of 
aliment, the perpetual adminiftration of mitre, 
(attenuating the blood that was before too 
ferous and watery) the injudicious interpo- 
fition of purges, and laftly, the infertion of 
the rowe/ to aflift in the general devattation, 
certainly exceeds every idea that could have 
been formed of random quackery and bodily 
depredation ; this is, however, no more than 
one reprefentation of what is eternally carry- 
ing on in different places under the infpec- 
tion of thofe, who are too illiterate to poflefs 
a confiftent opinion of their own, and too im- 
pertinently conceited to folicit affiftance from 
others. 


Defpairing of fuccefs by any relief that 
could be obtained from medicine, I or- 
dered 
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dered, the fyftem to be immediately invigo- 
rated with increafed fupplies of food, that by 
forming the means of nutrition, the craffa- 
mentum of the blood might be augmented ; 
affifting this with a pectoral cordial ball every 
morning, not more to enliven the circulation, 
than by warm and gentle ftimulation to re- 
ftore the tone of the ftomach and inteftines, 
totally debilitated by the injudicious admini- 
{tration of mercurial cathartics, aud the long 
and improper ufe of the zitre. Thefe de- 
firable points being obtained, I reconimended, 
at the end of fix or feven days, the fair trial 
of a courfe of the advertifed ALTERATIVE 
Powpers, to gradually obtund the acri- 
monious particles of the blood, with the 
external application of the Vegeto Mineral, 
properly proportioned to allay the irrita- 
tion; but I muft confefs, without any great 
hope of fucceeding in parts of the frame 
fo very remote from the active power of 
medicine, 


The other was the cafe of a Coac# 
Horse, little lefs fingular in its mode of 
treatment ; as no one ftep taken feemed to 

be 
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be at all regulated by any well-founded {- 
tention of utility. The eyes (one more par- 
ticularly) had been fome months ina ftate 
of failure and flutuation, alternately pro- 
ducing hope and defpair; when, after un- 
dergoing every experiment at home without 
evena probability of fuccefs, he was con- 
figned to my infpection, with a defire that I 
would be very minute in my inftruGtions, 
which fhould be implicitly obeyed: Upon 
examination, I difcovered the defect to have 
taken its feat in the humours of the eye, 
with no external inflammation attending, nor 
any other predominant trait than a dull cloudy 
afpect of the entire orb ; difplaying a pearly 
tint upon the outer edge of the cornea, 
furrounded by the tunica {clerotis, indicating 
the great probability of ji/m and opacity, 
conftituting in its gradual termination otal 


blindnefs. 


This horfe I found, upon enquity, had 
been treated in a way nearly fimilar to 
what we have juft defcribed; for having 
been repeatedly d/ed and purged, he had 
been fubfifted upon hot mafhes, and fur- 
mafhed with four ounces of nitre a day in 

his 
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his water for weeks together; had received 
the farrier’s operative contribution of a rowed ; 
and, to fum up the total of empirical {pe- 
culation, and to verify the vulgar adage of 
“* the more cooks, Sc.” the meflenger (who 
was the commanding officer in the ftabularian 
department) CONFIDENTIALLY entruftedme 
with a /eeret remedy of his own he had 
privately adopted ; ‘ the propriety and fafety 
of which application, he did not at all doubt 
but I fhould applaud, as it was, in general, 
a perfect cure for bad eyes of every kind; 
and was no more than Two ouNCES oF 
BLUE VITRIOL diflolved in a quart of /pring | 
water, with which the eyes were to be well 
wafhed every night and morning.” What- 
ever may be my inclination, however highly 
I may be again difpofed to animadvert 
upon thefe acts of def/peration or madneft, 
{for fo I muft be permitted to term them) 
I fhall here drop the curtain upon the in- 
vincible ignorance and cruelty of this prac- 
tice ; referring the reader to various parts of 
the former volume, where he will be am- 
ply furnifhed with obfervations at large, 
perfectly applicable to the mode of treat- 


ment 
ee, 
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ment fo ridiculoufly adapted to the cafes in 
queftion. 


Not entertaining the leaft doubt but upon 
thefe reprefentations, by much the greater 
part of the judicious and enlightened world 
will perfectly coincide with me in an opinion 
not be eradicated; that numbers of horfes 
annually lofe not only their eyes but their 
fives, by the dreadful effeéts of unbounded 
ignorance and confidence ; that it is to ‘be 
lamented, too frequently ac in conjunction, 
to the palpable prejudice of undifcerning cre- 
dulity. Confidering this a fact too fubftantial 
to be fhaken by {peculative or inexperienced 
opinions, it becomes for the completion of 
our purpofe, abfolutely neceflary we advert to 
the mitchiefs fo frequently occafioned by the 
fathionable and indifcriminate ufe of nitre, in 
confequence of the general encomiums of 
former writers, before its properties were fo 
critically afcertained ; which added to the pe- 
cuniary eafe of acquifition, has brought the 
article into too great a degree of conftant ufe, 
in almoft every cafe, without a relative con- 
fideration to its medical property, the caufe 

or 
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or fymptoms of difeafe, its injurious tendency 
« . . . 

in fome cafes, or evident deftruGion in 
others, as in the former of the two juft de- 


{cribed. 


That the frequent w/e and abufe of NITRE 
may not only be better underftood but 
more perfectly retained in memory; as well 
as to eftablifh the propriety of its ufe in 
Some cafes, and to confirm the juftice of my 
aflertion refpecting its prejudicial effects iz 
others; I muft be under the neceflity of in- 
troducing the repetition of a few lines defcrip- 
tive of its properties, fo particularly enlarged 
upon in my former volume, where it may 
be found by reference to the index. In ani- 
madverfion upon the unlimited eulogiums 
of BarTLeT, who has, without proper 
difcrimination, recommended its frequent ufe 
to “ three or four ounces three times a day,” 


I have faid, 


** He urges the adminiftration of it to at- 
tenuate and thin the denfe fizy blood during 
the effect of inflammatory fever; this pro- 
perty of attenuation being allowed, what muft 
be the natural conclufion and confequence 
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of giving it in fuch large proportions ? Why 
every profefional man, knowing the mode by 
which it muft inevitably affect the circula- 
tion, would naturally expe@ it to diffolve 
the very crafflamentum of the blood, and 
reduce it to an abfolute /érwm or aqueous 
vapour.” 


Admitting this reprefentation of its anali- 
zed properties to ftand incontroverted, what 
muft prove its evident effects upon the cra/is 
of the blood, already too much impoverithed 
for ‘* the ftandard of mediocrity neceffary to 
the prefervation of health?” and how dif- 
treffingly erroneous muft have been its intro- 
duction and continuance, in the former cafe 
of the two we have recited! to elucidate its 
deftructive tendency in which, the prefent 
repetition of its defcription is particularly 
applied. 


It is abfolutely aftonifhing how very much 
time, aflifted by the torrent of popular im- 
preffion, may pervert the beit intentions to 
the worft of purpofes ; this has been fo truly 
the cafe in the frequent proftitution of this 
medicine. that little need be introduced to 

infure 
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infure its credibility. Nirre is the general 
arcanum for every ill, while one-half of 
thofe who prefcribe, and the other half who 
give it, may be equally ftrangers to its ef- 
fects or mode of operation. If a horfe is 
attacked with cold from an obfttuction of 
the pores, that has thrown the perfpirable 
matter upon the eyes, lungs, or glandular 
parts, what is the eftablithed remedy? Nitre / 
Inflammatory fever enfues, what follows ? 
Nitre! Swelled legs, cracked heels, or 
greafe? Nitre! Bad eyes (from whatever 
caufe)? Nitre! In fact, fuch is the predomi- 
nant rage of fafhionable phrenzy, that fhould 
any cafe arife, bearing in experience no pa- 
thognomonic fymptoms to afcertain the cer- 
tainty or probable affinity of difeafe, its 
origin or termination, Nirre, with /2gacious 
grooms and condefcending farriers, mutt be~ 
come the grand {pecific; to which infatua« 
tion, Iam much inclined to believe Bar T= 
LET’s unbounded partiality, and its echo from 
one comurer to another, has very much con- 
tributed, 


A chain of attentive obfervations, colle@ed 
in the courfe of long experience, has fully 
R 2 juftified 
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juftified me in a former opinion, that nu» 
merous injuries are fuftained, and ils infli€t- 
ed, upon horfes of gentlemen by the ha- 
zardous experiments of grooms and fervants ; 
who piqueing themfelves upon heterogene- 
ous and felf-planned compofitions or obfolete 
prefcriptions, encreafe dariger or promote 
deftruGtion without detection. And what 
renders the bufinefs a matter of more feri- 
ous confideration, is the unaccountable ob- 
flinacy, pride, and /tabularian confequence 
(of all other the moft difgufting) annexed to 
their affected knowledge and phyfical penetra- 
tion. ‘Yoo ignorant to be convinced, and too 
rude to become fubfervient, expoftulation or 
explanation can hold no weight in the feale 
of converfation ; confequently no reforma- 
tion can be expected in fuch infernal fyftem 
of domeftic deception and deftructive quack- 
ery, unlefs gentlemen, for the promotion of 
their own intereft and the fafety of their 
fiuds, will condefcend to exert their autho- 
rity, and abolifh a cuftom in the encourage- 
ment or permiffion of which they are fo 
materially injured. To the eftablithment of 
this faét, a numerous catalogue of moft 
fubfantial proofs are within my own know- 
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ledge, was their communication of the leaft 
utility, in confirming an affertion that will, 
I believe, be readily admitted by all the world 
without exception. 


From fuch medical remarks as unayoida- 
bly branch dire&ly from the fubje@t, we 
return to exercife; the great importance of 
which cannot be too perfe¢tly underftood, or 
regularly perfevered in for the prefervation 
of health. Having, I believe, properly de- 
fined the phyfical effeéts of gradual motion, 
fo far as it appertains to the animal ceconomy 
in fecretion and excretion, (with its confe- 
quent advantages in air and exercife) it be- 
comes neceflary to introduce fuch general 
rules as eftablifh the bafis of regular exercife, 
although the ¢ime and manner muft ever be 
regulated by the temper and caprice of the 
parties, feafon of the year, fituation, wea- 
ther, and other contingencies not to be go- 
verned by. the privilege of the pen, or the 
power of the prefs. 


The apology for, or rather burlef{que upon, 
the exercife of horfes (or more properly 
invalids) in the livery ftables of London, 
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is evidently calculated to €éomplete the mea- 
fure of mifery fo fully explained in our 
Jaft chapter, particularly in the winter fea- 
fon; that it is neceflarily a matter of pre- 


vious confideration to fuch inftrudions as: 


we may hereafter introduce under this head. 
The poor animals I now allude to, feem 
to exift as an almoft different fpecies to 
thofe enjoying the inexpreffible advantages 
of country air, Strong exercife, and rural 
management. Here you perceive all fpirit, 
animation, and vigour, with both the horfes 
and their attendants: in the metropolis, bo- 
dily infirmities and debilitation with one; 
idlenefs, deception, floth, and dejection with 
‘the other, In faa, the caufes and effets 
have been fo perfectly clear in the gantlet 
of perfonal infpeétion and pecuniary ex- 
perience, when the prevalence of fafhion 
(or rather folly) influenced me to keep 
éwo in fuch fituation, that no inducement 
whatever fhonld prevail on me to- leave 
a horfe of the leaft value open to the in- 
conveniencies of fuch ftate for twenty-four 
hours; perfectly convinced he would have 
every probable chance of fuftaining greater 
injuries than might be obliterated in twice 


twenty- 
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twenty-four days. The more we inveftigate 
this bufinefs, the lefs fatisfaction it will 
afford to the parties more immediately in- 
terefted in the explanation; particularly to 
thofe whofe fituations in life, or profef- 
fional avocations, leave them without an al- 
ternative. 


After taking ‘a retrofpeftive view of the 
*‘ STABLING” already defcribed, let it be 
remembered, that what they call exercifé 
depends entirely upon the inclination and 
convenience of the motley crew to whom 
the management of the yard, and fuper- 
intendance of the horfes are entrufted ; 
thefe are a fort in general feleéted as the 
greateft adepts in falfhood and impofition, 
beft adapted to the convenient purpofes of 
the mafter, and the purified principles of 
a ftable-yard proficiency. When fuch ex- 
ercife is, however, correfponding with the 
inclination and convenience of the parties we 
defcribe ; obferve in zs manner how little it 
is calculated to promote the very purpofes 
for which it is intended. 


The horfe is brought in general from the 
R 4 evapo~ 
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evaporating fteams of the moft volatile falts, 
with the perfpirative pores all open, parch- 
ing with thirft, to a large open trough of 
cold water, (with little refpe@ to feafon) 
where he is permitted*to fatiate the appetite, 
unrcfirained by judgment or fear of confe- 
quence ; till chilled by the frigidity of the 
element, the porous fyftem becomes in- 
{tantly collapfed, and you perceive by at- 
tentica, the tail almoft immediately clung 
to the hind quarters; a violent trembling and 
bodily ‘agitation fucceeds, and the perfpira- 
tive matter thus obftructed in its very ad 
of jiuctuation, (through every part of the 
frame) lays the foundation of various ills, 
that however they might have been avoided 
in the firft inftance, cannot be prevented in 
the laf. 


This ceremony. is fucceeded by one of 
two others equally prejudicial to the frame 
in general, however its il effects may not 
prove immediately difcernable ; but remain 
dormant ‘fome fhort {pace of time in the 
habit before it is difplayed in one of the 
many difeafes fo repeatedly defcribed in 
different parts of the laft and prefent .chap- 


ters. 
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ters. For fo foon as the horfe has been 
‘thus permitted to glut himfelf with an im- 
moderate quantity of the cold water before~ 
mentioned, he is dire&ly configned to dis | 
fall, where its injurious effects are prefently 
vifible in a fevere rigor, or violent fit of 
fhaking, not unlike the painful paroxyfm of 
an intermittent ; producing an almoft inftan- 
taneous contraction of the cutaneous pafiages, 
and * ftaring of the coat,” (as it is called) . 
when we obferve, 


«¢ Fach particular Hair to ftand on End 
« Like Quills upon the fretful Porcupine.” 


The alternative to this practice is fo tho- 
roughly contemptible, that it is abfolutely 
difficult to decide which is the moft de- 
ftructive or dangerous of the two; for if 
the plan above-defcribed is not adopted, 
but at times admits of Variation, it is 
directly in the following way: The horfe 
thus watered, is immediately mounted by 
one of the juvenile ragamujins, who con- 
{tantly give daily attendance at thofe recep- 
tacles, to obtain a proficiency in the arts 
of riding, cruelty, and perfecution. Two 
or three of the horfes at a time, and in 

this 
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this flate, are put into a courfe of exer. 
cife, and woeful exercife it certainly is with 
a witnefs; for without the leaft previous 
gentle walking, to expedite the gradual 
evacuation of excrements fo long retained 
for want of motion, they are inftantly trot- 
ted, gallopped, and perpetually turned at 
each end of a fhort ride, in fuch fcene of in- 
ceffant confufion for a length of time with- 
out remiffion. The ftomach and inteftines 
being over-loaded with their contents, the 
horfe is totally inadequate to rapidity of 
motion without great bodily diftrefs; a few 
minutes therefore puts him into a wonderful 
degree of perfpiration; when evidently la- 
bouring under a difficulty of refpiration and 
difquietude, he is returned tottering to the 
ftable, and there left to grow ‘ cool at lei- 
fure ;” laying, i another way, the founda- 
tion of thofe difeafes refulting from a collap- 
fion of the porous fyftem, and ftagnation of 
perfpirable matter, too fubftantial to be re- 
forbed into the circulation. 


Taking leave for the prefent of ftable 
diftipline, fo truly defpicable that farther 
defcrip-~ 
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defcription might be confidered a profti- 
tution of both time and paper, we necef- 
farily return to the gradations of exercife 
beft adapted to the different degrees of 
horfes, according to their various ftates of 
condition. Many calculations have been 
made upon the poffible labour and. conti- 
nued exertions of this fpecies, and we-are 
by no means ignorant of their great and 
almoft incredible execution, when brought 
(for the decifion of bets) into trials of feve- 
rity upon the ¢urf or road, both in fpeed and 
‘duration, : 


The diftinGion to be made in the pre- 
fent inftance, is only the line between what 
is to be confidered as work, and what as 
the falutary intervention of exerci/e; opi~ 
nions (fo near as fpeculative attention can 
form a degree of confiftency) admit, that 
horfes of moderate qualifications and mode- 
rately fupported, will conftantly travel, or 
journey in their accuftomed employment, 
from fixteen to twenty miles every day, 
through the year, without the leaft incon- 
venience or bodily debilitation, more than 
what naturally arifes from the increafing age 
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of the fubject. This, however, being fixed 
as a kind of conditional ftandard, or general 
criterion, cannot be fuppofed to be held crz- 
tically correct with all horfes, without diftinc- 
tion ; as there are many that will confequently 
bear much more labour and fatigue, from 
greater bodily ftrength, inherent {pirit, or 
conftitutional ftamina, than others that fall 
wery far fhort in conftant work and execution, 
from a want of thofe perfections fo truly va- 
fuable in horfes of the former defcription. 


As I have before faid, exercife, in all its 
particulars of manner, difiance, and duration, 
muft be entirely regulated by contingent re- 
flections upon the 4ealth, ftate, and condition 
of the fubject ; fo it muft be perfedlly clear, 
that the recommendation of certain exercife 
to horfes in a high ftate of health and con- 
dition, cannot be fuppofed to extend to thofe 
under phyfic, or in different ftates of, or re- 
covery from, difeafe: Such muft unavoid- 
ably receive judicious regulations from the 
parties concerned ; as the kind of daily ex- 
-ercife we now have in contemplation, only 
appertains to horfes in health, the preferva- 
tion of which is the prefent object of con- 

fideration, 
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fideration. All the obfervations under this 
head, having been introduced to demonftrate 
the UTILITY OF EXERCISE IN GENERAL, 
and the #//s that certainly arife from the want 
of wt, more than to lay down fpecific rules 
for the daily exercife of particular horfes ; 
fuch inftruGions will be found included un- 
der the management of Honrers and Roap 
Horses, when we come to enlarge upow 
thofe different heads. | 


R.OW EL LING 


HAS been to the credulous and illiterate 
of paft times, exaétly what the fafcinating in- 
fatuation of ANIMAL MAGNETISM proves 
to the dupes of the prefent; like Humours, 
it has been played upon by moft writers in ro- 
tation, without an explanatory line in its favour 
to produce fatisfactory proof of its mechanical 
procefs or eftablifhed utility. BkacKEN, who 
hardly ever gave caufe of complaint for abridg« 
ing his fubject, but generally moft condefcend- 
ingly fpun it (by a variety of branches) to 
an almoft indivifible thread, deviated in this 
inftance from his ufual cuftom ; and after in- 

troducing 
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troducing the fubject with a certain degtee of 
dignity annexed to its importance, by telling 
us, ** he once thought not to have made a 
particular chapter upon rowelling,” he degins 
and concludes that very chapter, of fo much 
confequence, in the Jingle duodecimo page 321, 
ef his firft volume. In this page, and upon 
this bufinefs, I had very much withed to have 
enlarged my own ideas, and improved my 
judgment ; more particularly, upon the ab- 
ftrufe effets of a fubje&, whofe perfonal or 
literary advocates have been Aitherto enabled 
to advance but little in profeffional fupport 
of their favourite operation. 


To obtain fatisfa@tory information and fy{- 
tematic knowledge upon the efficacy of 
ROWELS, when judicioufly inferted, I have 
been for years ftudioufly induftrious to better 
my opinion by the moft inquifitive atten- 
tion to every attempt at definition, from 
thofe who were remarkable for their exten- 
five practice to thofe who were no lefs fin- 
gular for their illiteracy; in anxious hope 
that time, or crrcumftonce, mi ght contribute 
more to a gratification of my with than 
my expectation. To avoid troubling the 

Reader 
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Reader with tedious or unneceflary quota- - 
tions, I fhall let it fuffice to introduce fuch 
abbreviations only as become perfectly ap- 


plicable to our future remarks upon the fub- 
ject before us. 


BRACKEN juftly obferves, « Rowelling is 
the common refource of Farriers in general ; 
among{ft whom, he could never find one that 
could give a fatisfactory account of the ufe or 
abufe; but they all tell you, a rowel is to 
draw off the bad or corrupt humours. from 
the blood; and this is to cure almoft every 
diforder, according to their way of reafon- 
ing.” This aflertion is fo ftri@tly true, that 
I will cheerfully confent to its confirmation, 
upon the experimental enquiries of the laft 
twenty years; and declare, I never could 
acquire from the Vulcanian profefors, a more 
technical or enlightened defcription of the 
OPERATIVE EFFECTS, than the “* poor epi- 
tome” he acknowledges to have received. 


In this communication there is nothing 
very extraordinary ; but it is not fo in what 
is to follow, and is worthy obfervation. In the 
fame page, and almoft the next line, he tells 
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us, “ it is good in a great many difeafes ;” 
and inftantly fays: “ The horfe might as 
well, nay better, lofe as much é/ood every 
day as he does matter by the rowe/; for it is 
as certainly blood as that in the veins, barring 
the colour, which makes no effential differ- 
ence; and he is very much of opinion that 
feveral cures are wholly attributed to rowe/- 
fing, when reft and patience are the princi- 
pal inftruments or agents that perform it.” 


Is there any one reader who will not be 
greatly furprifed, and as highly entertained, 
when he is informed that the writer, who 
has recommended the ufe of rowels for the 
cure of various difeafes, in compliance with 
the force of that very cuftom he condemns, 
fhould in the fame page, and comparatively 
with the fame breath, inftantly reprobate the 
practice, as abfolutely drawing fo much bod 
from the ves; poflefling at the fame time 
fo great a verfatility of literary genius, fo per- 
fect a pantomimic tranfpofition of words and 
opinions, that we find him (p. 85.) prefcrib- 
ing ‘‘ bleeding, purging, and rowelling. a 
jfeveral places at once, for one rowel is of 
little avail for many reafons ; and thefe fhould 
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Continue running a confiderable time, at leatt 
a fortnight or three weeks.” In page gg, he 
believes they may be ufeful in many difor- 
ders, “ provided there be made @ /fuficient 
number of them ;” but as to the parts of the 
body, whether behind the ears, in the breaft, 
or under the horfe’s belly, he thinks it is 
much the fame thing ; ‘* for in reality, they 
are no more than adding a number of anzs’s 
or fundaments, fo that NATURE may meet 
with them in feveral parts of the body, and 
not be put to the trouble of going the more 
tedious and common round of circulation in 
order for a difcharge by excrement or dung.” 


Can it be poffibly neceffary for me to offer 
a fingle line in apology for the introduétion 
of affertions fo exceedingly oppofite from the 
fame pen; or a refinement of thought and 
Jublimity of language in the latter, not to be 
exceeded by any hypothetical reafoning or fer-_ 
tility of invention ever iffued from the prefs ? 
The idea of artificial fundaments, to fave NA-= 
TURE the trouble of going the more tedious 
and common road by the anus, is not only fo 
truly great and inimitable ; fo very contrary to 
and fo far {urpaffing the affertion of Osmer, 
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that ‘* the works of the Divine Artift’” had 
left no room for reGtification ; (fee p. 153) 
that nothing on my part can be required to 
excite the rifible emotions ; though, I muft 
confefs, it is with the greateft reluctance fo 
fair a temptation is relinquifhed, to play a 
little upon the retentive imperfeétions of one 
predeceflor, and the methodiftical enthu- 
fiafm of the other. 


But notwithitanding the direét and repeated 
contradictions we find difperfed through the 
volumes of BRACKEN, (probably occafioned 
by his long and inconfiftent digreffions) it 
mutt be acknowledged, with the ftricteft ad- 
herence to juftice and merit, that no one 
fucceeding writer has fince ftarted a thought 
or broached an opinion upon the operation of 
rowelling, or its effects, but what has been 
an exact literal defcription, or od/igue echo, 
of what originated with him upon the fub- 
ject. For upon a minute examination of the 
various publications of different writers, we 
find that a very fuperficial inveftigation, and 
no additional explanation, has been conde= 
fcendingly beftowed upon a procefs that is 
even now held in the higheft eftimation, by 
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‘thofe advocates for ancient practice, who 
can communicate no f{cientific or profeffional 
defeription of its operative” effect upon the 
conftitution ; or by what phyfical means the 
improvement is to be obtained, that they 
fo confidently and con/cientioufly recommend 
upon every poffible occafion. 


The very few lines. introduced under this 
head, by even the moft prolific authors, 
poflefs not the leatt ray of novelty or in- 
ftruction, but are dire& imitations of what 
proceeded from BRACKEN ; beginning with 
the cuftomary remark, « that rowels are in 
general ufe, but little underftood ;” © that 
they are artificial vents between the {kin 
and the flefh;” <* that they act by revulfion 
and derivation ;” carrying off the redun-— 
dant wumouRs from the veflels by deple- 
ION. 


Thefe few paflages contain in purport 
the whole that has been at all communi- 
cated through the medium of the prefs, 
‘upon an operation fo indifcriminately re- 
commended in almoft every difeafe without 
exception ; notwithftanding it is of fo much 
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confequence in medical management, that 
it becomes matter of admiration, how the 
enlightened part of the world can be fo fre- 
quently made the dupes of a moft confum- 
mate ignorance; without fummoning to 
their afliftance an opinion of their own, to 
juftify the confiftency or prevent the error 


of fuch proceeding. ' For my own part, after . 


endeavouring moft induftrioufly for many 
years, to fathom the depth of a Farrier’s in- 
telle&tual and profeffional abilities, without 
being enabled to place any part to their cre- 
dit accompt ; and conftantly drawing a men- 
tal comparifon between the good they might 
pofibly do, and the mifchief they would 
certainly occafion, 1 have long fince found it 
neceflary to decline every dependence upon 
either: feeling myfelf perfectly juftified in 
recommending it moft heartily to every 
reader poffefiing the leaft attachment to the 
{pecies; never to fuffer a medicine to be 
given, or an operation to be performed, be~ 
fore the expected procefs of the former, 
and the intentional effet of the latter 
are previouily explained to his entire fatis- 
faction. 


This 


— 


/ 


Ri Gwent Lb tree. 261 


‘ This I am the more readily induced to 
do, by the inceflant infertion of rowels and 
adminiftration of drinks, by parties fo con- 
feffedly ignorant, they can never affign the 
leaft reafon for the operative fuccefs of one, 
or the expected medical relief from the 
other. It is not long fince I became an ac- 
cidental fpe&ator to a cafe of great danger 
and almoft immediate diffolution, when the 
horfe was in the flings nearly exhautted, 
with only a few hours to live; and was con- 
fequently very much furprifed to hear a 
Farrier of fafhionable local eminence, earn- 
eftly recommend and attempt to proceed 
to the infertion of a multiplicity of rowels, 
(that were however not permitted by the 
owner); when the ‘horfe was inevitably 
doomed to death long before the rowels 
could have taken any other effect, than in 
their confequent inflammation (previous to 
maturation) to have encreafed his mifery and 
rendered his laft moments the more excru- 
ciating. However, if the owner had con- 
fented, the operations would have been per- 
formed, and the reward expected, confe- 
quently fame purpofe an{wered. 

S 3 I con- 
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I confidered myfelf exceedingly lucky, in 
fo favourable an opportunity, to acquire fome- 
thing perfonally fatisfa€tory upon the ope- 
rative procefs and probable effect of rowels 
upon the frame and habit, from one who 
had fo confidently recommended their im- 
mediate ufe in a cafe of fo much emer- 
gency; and really expeéted, from the ex- 
tenfive practice of the party and the gene- 
ral acknowledgement of his practical abili- 
ties, that I fhould have been in a propor-. 
tional degree gratified; but forry I am to 
confefs, after every dire attack, oblique 
infinuation, and crofs examination, he was 
fo well fortified in his entrenchments, that I 
could derive no greater degree of informa- 


tion than * they were the hikeheft things to 
do him good.” 


This, among many other recommenda- 
tions of rowelling, upon foundations equally 
ridiculous, brings to my mind another in- 
{tance of the indifcriminate ufe of rowels, 
with no other reafon on earth than a felf- 
interefted reference to the pecuniary com- 
penfation annexed to the ceremony of opera- 
tion. A few weeks fince, an intimate friend 
calling upon me one morning, informed me, 


he 


ROWELLING. 263 


he had met with an unlucky circumftance ; 
_ for having unexpectedly fold his horfe on 
the Saturday at RrapING, without any pre- 
vious intention of fo doing, he was by agree- 
ment to be delivered on the Monday morn- 
ing ; at which time the purchafer difcovering 
a violent inflammation and difcharge from one 
of the eyes, (which was not in that condi- 
tion at the time of purchafe) he objeéted to 
receiving him; but its: being concluded the 
temporary effect of a dite, blow, or cold, he 
at length agreed to take him away, with the 
privilege of returning him at any time within 
a week, if fuch appearance was not entirely 
removed. This not happening, the horfe 
was returned ; and my friend had then left 
him in the hands of the /mth, (or FAR- 
R1ER) who had that moment taken away 
two quarts of blood, and was, when he 
came away, juft going to put in @ rowel 
below the breaft, to draw off the HuMoUR 
that was fettled in the eye; that he had 
alfo recommended the ufe of mitre and /ul- 
phur: and as -he had plenty at home, he 
fhould give him an ounce of each, night and 


morning. 
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The rapid accumulation and combination 
of remedies naturally excited fome expoftula- 
tion, and influenced me to afk, whether there 
were any predominant reafons (exclufive of 
the interefted recommendation of the ope- 
trator) that induced him fo foon to permit 
the infertion of the rowel, before he had 
waited even twenty-four hours, to obferve 
whether any advantage had been derived 
from the bleeding, which was certainly the 
firft and beft ftep that could have been 
taken ?. F inding alfo, upon minute enquiry, 
that there was a great probability of its hav- 
ing been occafioned by a bite or blow among 
other horfes, when replaced in the ftable, 
between the time of his having been agreed 
for and brought away ; I prevailed on him to 
poftpone the rowel, (which he had but jutt 
time to do, as the incifion was made before 
his return) relinguith his zztrous, Julpbureous 
intention for the prefent, and leave his horfe 
in my ftable ; which having cheerfully com- 
plied with, the eye was perfeétly found and 
clear in a few days, with no other affiftance 
than a flight wathing twice a day with a 
{ponge, plentifully impregnated with cold 
{pring water. | 
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This circumftance, of very little confe- 
quence in itfelf, is introduced to corrobo- 
rate the aflertion, that rowels are frequently 
and injudicioufly brought into practice, with- 
out reafon in the operator, or refle@ion in 
the owner; who generally alarmed upon 
every flight occafion, feizes the firft twig of 
confolation, without giving the matter fuch 
confideration as would enable him to recol- 
lect every probable remedy fhould have REA- 
son for its foundation ; upon the profpec? of 
which he would certainly be, in moft cafes, 
as capable of deciding as his sciENTIFIC 
INSTRUCTOR. But what renders the reci- 
tal of fo trivial a bufinefs applicable to our 
prefent purpofe is, the expeditious cure that 
muft inevitably have been attributed to the 
ROWEL, with no {mall portion of colla- 
teral merit to thofe ufeful auxiliaries, the 
Sulphur and nitre, had they been (luckily for 
the advifer) concerned in a work, that na- 
TURE would fo frequently perform by her 
own efforts, if not inceflantly counteracted 
by thofe who neither comprehend her ceco- 
nomy, nor condefcend to confult her indi- 
cations. 
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Having introduced what became abfolute- 
ly unavoidable, to demonftrate the frequent 
abfurdity (from long ftanding, and invinci- 
ble cuftom) of applying rowels in many cafes, 
without the leaft well founded reafon for 
their ufe; it becomes necefiary to. difcover, 
by fcientific enquiry, what can be advanced 
in proof of the fuppofed utility, that has for 
ages rendered them the profeffional (or pol 


tical) rage of every clafs of EQUESTRIAN . 


DocToRS, without diftinétion. BRAcKEN, 
as I have before obferved, fays, he attributed 
much of the virtue of rowelling to the good 
effects of reff and patience; and 1am not a 
little vain that we fall into a dire@ coinci- 
dence of opinion upon fo principal a part of 
the fubject. 


Previous to the intended inveftigation of 
their operative procefs and effets, I cannot 
but exprefs my difappointment in not finding 
fomething more fatisia@tory from the very 
intelligent and much enlightened pen of Mr. 
Clarke, to whofe profeffional merits I: thall 
ever be one of the firft to fubfcribe ; though 
unluckily upon this head, he has not defcant- 
ed with his wonted perfpicuity, but very 

much 


ae 
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much contracted his ufual portion of in- 
formation ; not condefcending to beftow a 
chapter of more than five /hort pages, mere= 
ly to explain the mechanical part of the ope- 
ration, the places proper for infertion, an 
infinuation of the probable danger, and 
laftly, as every writer has done before, 
boldly afferted their univerfal excellence, 
without a fingle fubftantial proof, upon 
which their reputed efficacy can be judi- 
cioufly founded. 


“* Rowels (fays he) are of great ufe -in 
carrying off rheums or defluxions from 
the eyes; in great {wellings of the glands, 
&c. about the throat and jaws, which 
threaten a fuffocation; or when the head 
feems particularly affected, as in the ver- 
tigo, or flaggers, apoplexy, &c. &c. in 
recent lamenefs; {wellings of the legs and 
heels, attended with a difcharge of thin 
ichorous matter, &c. in large and fud- 
den {wellings in any part of the body; 
or when extravafations of the fluids have 
taken place from blows, bruifes, &c. or 
when a horfe has had a fevere fall, &c. and 

in 
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in a variety of other cafes, which will occur 
to the judicious practitioner.” 


Without indulging the leaft defire or 
intention to animadvert with feverity upon 
the different writers who have thus rota- 
tionally ‘reprefented the accumulated _ per- 
fection of rowels,, (that feem in their pro- 
grefs for the laft century; to have ac- 
quired, like the xo/frums of the prefent 
day, the virtues of curing all difeafes) it 
is very natural to conclude, that the above 
lift, in each of which they are faid to be 
** of great ufe,” with the repeated intro- 
duction of “et ceteras,” and the variety 
of *‘ other cafes fubmitted to the judicious 
practitioner,” that there can be but very 
Jew, or in fact, none, to which they are not, 
in the opinions of /ome, perfectly applica- 
ble 7 one way or ancther, perhaps in no 
one more than the felf-evident confolation, 
if it does zo good it may do xo harm! it 
will at any rate fupport the appearance of 
bufinefs! If narurReE effets her own pur- 
pofe and promotes a cure, the rowel will be 
entitled to a portion of credit, and the ope- 

rator 
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rator to no {mall fhare of profeffional repu- 
tation. 


Thefe are privileges againft the power of 
which there can be no appeal; but if we 
look into the operative procefs of rowels 
with the eye of accuracy, and advert to 
their origin, we fhall find they were intro- 
duced at a period much lefs enlightened ; 
when the great efficacy of ALTERATIVES 
was but little, if at all known or eftablithed 
to any degree of certainty, more particularly 
to thofe who are generally entrufted with 
the medical fuperintendance of horfes; that 
however expert or judicious they may prove 
in the operative parts of FarRieRy, mutt 
feel themfelves exceedingly mortified at 
Knowing nothing of medicines, their origin, 
preparations, combinations, properties, or 
effects. 


This univerfal deficiency fo generally ad- 
mitted, to which the major part of their 
profeflional errors may be juftly attributed, 
now bids fair to be refcued from its dif- 
graceful ftate of barbarifm, (under which 
ftigma it has fo long laboured) by a plan 
: _ that 
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that is foon to be fubmitted to Parlia- 
ment by the Opvinam AGRICULTURE 
Soctrry, who have already made public 
(and folicited fubfcriptions for the promo- 
tion of) their very laudable intention of 
fending a certain number of youths annu- 
ally to France for VETERINARIAN Epu- 
CATION: Though it perhaps refle&s no 
great degree of credit upon our own na- 
tion, that a ftill more laudable plan could 
not have been adopted, by laying the 
foundation ftone of fuch inftitution- in this 
kingdom ;_ where, by the means of inftruc- 
tion being local and more extenfive, the 


advantages muft certainly become the fooner ° 


general, than under the reftraints of the 
prefent propofition, For the very limited 
number (I. believe four or fix) that they 
intend fending annually, under the uncer- 
tainty of pecuniary contribution from the 
purfes of individuals, affords every reafon 
to fuppofe, tpon the moft moderate com- 
putation, that it muft be at leaft a cEn- 
TuURY before the good effe@ of fo defir- 
able an improvement can be univerfally 
experienced. But as every ftep to general 
reformation muft have obftacles. of much 

magni- 
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magnitude to furmount, under the confola- 
tory adage of “ better /ate than never,” every 


member of the community mutt with it the 
moft uninterrupted fuccefs. 


Returning to the operative part of our 
fubject, and its falutary effects upon the 
conftitution, it may be remembered, that 
rowels have been ftrenuoufly recommend- 
ed by advocates of every denomination, to 

draw off the corrupt or. difeafed uuMouRs 
from the blood, leaving the remainder in a 
ftate of purification; this, however, has 
never been roundly and boldly afferted as 
a fact not to be difputed, but founded ori- 
ginally in conjecture, and _pufillanimoutly 
reiterated accordingly. But for the mo- 
ment, and better promotion of difquifition 
and the difcovery of truth, let us admit 
the abfurdity ; out of which will evidently 
arifeé a queftion to eftablifh the fallacy of 
opinion founded in error, and foftered by 
ignorance; viz. Whether any profeffional 
writer, or {cientific inveftigator, will ftand 
forth and fay, the operative effect of a 
rowel is equally applicable to the differ- 
ence of difeafe, arifing from either a vis- 
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CID TENACITY 3 or an acrimonious and inis 


poverifbed ftate of the blood? 


For the preceding quotation ftom 
Crarke, (which is in faét a quotation 
from all the reft) evidently recommends 
3t in a variety of diforders refulting from 
each of the wo; and fhould fuch fyftem 
poflefs the happy influence of extracting 
(fecundem artem) the foundation of dif- 
eafes clearly proceeding from properties in 
the blood /o directly oppofite to each other, 
and fuch wonderful efficacy can be fub- 
ftantially corroborated; I fhall cheerfully 
become a convert to the prevalent opi- 
nion of the Vulcanian fraternity, and join 
in their unlimited reprefentation of Grnr- 
RAL UTILITY. But till better and more 
profeffional allegations are produced, to juf- 
tify the indifcriminate hold they have fo 
long retained, (particularly in country prac- 
tice); I fhall confcientioufly forbear to con- 
tribute a fingle encomium upon the great 
and almoft infallible virtues they have been 
fo univerfally and erroneoufly /uppofed to 
pofiefs. 

All 
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All opinions have not only agreed, but 
experience has eftablifhed the fae, that the 
matter difcharged from the rowels, is, as 
Bracken has firft obferved, “ as certainly 
blood as that in the veins, barring the 
colour.” This is re-afferted by every fuc- 
ceeding author, and can admit of no con- 
trariety of opinion tending to cavil or con~ 
troverly ; being a matter profeffionally fix- 
ed beyond the poflibility of either. What 
inference then is confequently to be drawn 
from this admiffion ? Why, that every part 
of the circulation, both in quantity and 
quality, contributes equally to that very 
difcharge fo ridiculoufly fuppofed to confitt 
of the difeafed portion only; when the in- 
fertion has been as erroneoufly fixed upon 
or near to fome particular part, to be inten- 
tionally relieved by the partial power of fuch 
artificial evacuation; conftituting a fecond 
blunder upon the palpable foundation of the 
former. For it muft prove a difgraceful 
proftitution of even common comprehenfion; 
to indulge the leaft idea, that a larger por- 
tion of craflamentum or ferum can indi- 
vidually undergo a greater change or recti- 
Mou El, a fication 
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fication in, fepardtion and extravafation than 
the other. 


It being therefore proved nothing more or 
lefs (divefted of technical terms and am- 
_biguous reafoning) tham a gradual depletion 
of the blood vefiels, (divefted of its fangui- 
nary appearance, and becoming matter by 
the natural procefs of extravafation and rare- 
faction) let us decifively pronounce what fuch 
conftant evacuation can be productive of in 
its effects ; I believe I may venture to pro- 
nounce every profefior of phyfic or farriery 
will perfectly agree with me, in confirming 
it nothing more than a certain mode of re- 
ducing the habit by drawing off a greater 
portion of blood in every twenty-four hours, 
than is generated by the nutritive property 
of the given quantity of aliment, allowed for 
fubfiftance in the fame {pace of time ; though 
it is, 22 al/ cafes, ridiculoufly conceived, that 
by reducing the bodily ftrength, you infallibly 
tubdue the predominance of difeafe alfo. 


We now arrive at the very line of dift 
tinction neceflary to be drawn in all cafes, 
5 f where 
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where a rowel is, or can be fuppofed to 
‘become at all adequate to the tafk it is 
afligned. For inftance, in cafes arifing from 
caufes threatening inflammation, or fuch 
grofs impuritics as are evidently the effect 
of a crude and vifcid ftate of the blood, (it 
being firft properly afcertained) they have 
moft certainly much in their favour upon 
the well-founded maxim before quoted, 
“if they do xo good, they may do no 
harm ;” it is certainly no bad plan zz /port- 
mg to obtain as many points as poffible in 
your favour: but as I will by no means re- 
commend to the praCice of others, what 
I would cautioufly avoid in my. own; I 
muft confefs they fhould never be brought 
into immediate ufe in ftables under my 
fuperintendance, till the more rational and 
mild methods of Evacuants and Dzuretics 
(according to the nature, duration and feve- 
rity of the cafe) had been tried without 
probability or indications of fuccefs. And 
this idea of procraftination is held forth 
only upon what I term a very fufficient 
foundation; for what man living, in pof- 
feflion of free agency, and the happy power 
of reflection, would, after proper delibera- 
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tion, confent to perforate the hide of his 
horfe, and ftand the doubtful chances of 
complicated difquietude, a lucky formation 
and fortunate flow of matter; an ill-condi- 
tioned wound, inveterate ulcer, or prominent 
cicatrix, conftituting an irreparable blemifh, 
when it can be fo readily avoided ? 


But admitting, in compliment to ancient 
practice, their utility to be obvious in the 
inflammatory or vifcid cafes before recited ; 
let us make a fair and candid enquiry into 
the lift of Mr. Crarxn’s, not long fince 
quoted, (which is, in fact, BRACKEN’s, 
BarTLeT’s, and Osmer’s alfe) and 
openly acknowledge where it will be proper 
to coalefce, and where diffent from fuch opi- 
nions; that their great and indi ifcriminate 
merié May with propriety come before that 
public tribunal, to whofe decifive arbitration 
every literary difquijition? mutt ultimately 
fubmit. 


‘That the fubje& (and of importance it 
certainly is) may meet the eye and attra& 
the judgment of every unbiaffed invefti- 
: . gator 
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gator with all poflible clearnefs ; it fhall 
be perfectly divefted of every ambiguity and 
remote confideration, by re-ftating fingly 
the cafes in which the different authors 
have fo lavithly recommended their ufe ; 
admitting the propriety of their intro- 
duction where their good effe&s become 
probable upon profeffional reafoning, or 
condemning — the adoption where I feel 
myfelf juftified in fupporting a contrary 
opinian. 


We are firft told, «* Rowels are of great 
ufe in carrying off rheums or defluxions of 
the eyes ;” but as no profeflional proofs have 
been adduced, or cafes authenticated, by 
any author whatever, to confirm this opinion, 
it is very natural to with for information, 
whether this “ usn’’ has been afcertained 
in effect, with or without the affiftance of 
cathariics, diuretics, or alteratives, one of 
which, in thefé cafes, is generally called in 
to their affiftance: but as the effec of fuch 
medicines are not externally perceptible, their 
proportional fervices are buried in oblivion, 
(as not being brought totally to proof) and 
the ‘ples y of the victory, if obtained, is attri- 

v4 buted 
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buted to ROWELLING, as a favourite fpecies 
of practice, not to be violated by the rude 
and uncultivated dictates of - modern im- 
provement. I muft confefs, in the cafes 
we now fpeak of, I thould by no means 
too haftily recommend theit infertion; but 
proceeding with a proper degree of con- 
fiftency, according to the apparent caufe 
from a ftate of the blood, prefer a courfe 
of diuretics or alteratives, (as the cafe might 
require) and referve the operation of rowell- 
ing as my laft refource, when every other 
method had failed of the expected fuccefs. 


** In great fwellings of the glands, &c. 
about the throat and jaws, which threaten 
a fuffocation.”—This is a recommenda- 
tion fo direétly contrary to every fyfte- 
matic and {cientific proceeding, that’I thall 
confine both my furprize and remarks mere- 
ly to a profefiional explanation ; and the in- 
troduction of my owz opinion, in oppofition 
to theirs. If the fwellings were fo alarming 
as to “ threaten fuffocation,” and afforded 
no hope of {peedy maturation, by topical ap- 
plications, (which muft ever prove the moft 

_ eligible 
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eligible and confiftent method of relief) fure- 


ly immediate, repeated, and occafional dif- 
charges of blood, muft contribute, in many | 
ways, to a removal of the danger appre- 
hended, in caufing fome degree of revulfion 
by depletion ; which will undoubtedly, by 
relieving the circulation, reduce the defcribed 
ftrifture upon the parts, and render fuch pro- 
_ ceeding very far preferable to the certain 
hazard and tedious expectation of at “aff 
three days, for the bare chance of very flowly 

counteracting what “ fuffocation”’ might pre- . 
vent; long before one, or a multiplicity of 
rowels, could arrive at a proper degree of 
fuppuration. And this is the very predomi- 
nant reafon why I think they are by no 
means to be relied on in acute cafes of danger 
and emergency; fo much as repeated bleed- 
ings, and fuch evacuations as become MoRE 
SPEEDILY eftectual upon the frame and con 
ftitution. 


** When the head feems particularly af. 
fected, as in the vertigo or ftaggers, apoplexy, 
&c. &c.”—In thefe cafes, after proper bleed- 
ings, (which muft precede every other con- 
. fideration) a proper examination of the blood, 
4 and 
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and a neceflary removal of inteftinal obftruc- 
tions, if they fhould be found requifite ; 
I cannot have the leaft objeGtion to the in- 
fertion of a rowel, ar rowel;, provided the 
patient (in either cafe) can be prevailed 
upon to live three or four days, to try the 
effect of the experiment; and this I admit 
upon a recommendation in my former vo- 
lume, that ‘* increafing appearances of dan- 
ger muft juftify exertions of alacrity and 
fortitude :” Although I mutt confefs my ap- 
prehenfion that either of the above cafes, 
(unlefs early counteraéted by the judicious 
interpofition of other adminiftrations) mutt 
gain ground zoo rapidly upon the fyftem, to 
undergo a fudden change of improvement, 


by means fo very tardy in the effeéts of their 
operation. 


“In recent lamenefs.’—Why in recent 
lamene/s, and before any of the milder me- 
thods are introduced, I am at a lofs to con- 
ceive; but upon ‘prefumption that every 
other probable remedy is fet at defiance, for 
the more applicable introduction of REST, 
I ftart not the moft trifling objection, con- 
vinced it is the only plea that can be of- 

OF 08 ‘s fered 
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fered for the inapplicable introduction of the 
ROWEL, 


*« Swelling of the legs and heels, at- 
tended with a difcharee of thin ichorous 
matter, &c,”—I imagine, in fuch cafe, the 
rowel is meant to be inferted after A non- 
fubmiffion to the entire clafles of a/teratives 
and diuretics ; whofe efficacious powers mutt 
be too well eftablifhed, by thofe who have 
experienced their excellent properties, to be 
entirely rejected, without fuch trial as they 
are juftly entitled to by their rank in experi- 
mental practice, 


“* In large and fudden {wellings in any 
part of the body.”—This is a recommenda- 
tion fo vague, loofe, and indefinite, that it 
will hardly admit of conftruction or determi- 
nation. As ‘ large and fudden {wellings” 
may arife from various caufes, requiring very 
different modes of treatment, it is natural to 
conclude, (indeed to prove by practical de- 
monftration) that /udden appearances mutt 
frequently juftify much Morr sUDDEN means 
of counteraction, than patiently waiting, day 
after day, for the expected and precarious 
difcharge 
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difcharge of a rowel, that, after all the fu. 
pence, may probably terminate unfavourably, 
to the lofs of the fubject and mortification 
of the owner. 


«© When extravafations of the sei have 
taken place from blows, bruifes, &c.”—Here 
T cannot hefitate a moment. to eas in 
the propofition, provided the infertion can 
conveniently take place immediately upon or 
elofe to the part affected: If that-cannot be 
done, I object to the attempt ; as the ‘* ex- 
travafated fluids” muft be abforbed into the 
circulation before they can attain the place of 
difcharge. If which can be accomplifhed, 
they may then be carried off by different 
-evacuants, without recourfe to fuch means ; 
but if I perfeGly comprehend the ih take 
it is fuppofed to convey an idea of ‘ ex- 
travafated fluids” become flagnant by length 
of time, and not to be reforbed into the cir- 
culation by any probable means whatever. 
In which cafe the rowel may be adopted wita. 
PROPRIETY, provided it is inferted under 
the advantages I have juft defcribed ; that is, 
directly upon, or immediately contiguous to, 
the feat of difeafe. 

“« When 
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« When a horfe has had a fevere fall, &c. 
and in a variety of other cafes which will 
occur to the judicious practitioner.”—This 
propofition covers fuch a wonderful cope of 
pofibiity, and includes fuch a variety of la~ 
_ titude for the enquirer; that it is by far too 
unlimited in its comprehenfion to admit a 
tedious enumeration of remarks applicable to 
even half the cafes that may be brought into 
the fcale of imaginary probability. This will 
forcibly affeét the judgment of every reader, 
if he condefcends, for a few moments only, 
to recollect the ways a horfe may be affected 
by a “* fevere fall,” are fo very numerous, 
that the advice here given (in fo extenfive a 
degree) muft prove conditionally dependant 
upon, and be regulated entirely by, the opi- 
nion of thofe to whom the fuperintendance 
of fuch cates become fubject, rendering every 
‘farther remark upon this paflage extraneous 
and unneceflary. 


After the ftriteft attention to, and in- 
veftigation of this fyftem, (anciently adopted 
and tranfmitted, like domeftic property, or 
profeffional implements of Jellows, anvil, 
hammer, and vice, from fire to fon) I feel 

impartially 
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impartially influenced to declare myfelf a 
very {lender advocate for their continuance in 
practice upon the bafis of GENERAL UTI- 
Liry. There may be fome few cafes, and 
thefe few very confined in number, where, 
from a non-{fubmiflion to the dictates of a 
more rational application, experiments may 
be made by the credulous, of their /4 wnt- 
werfal reputation: But I am induced moft 
heartily to believe, fuch alternative muft be 
adopted much more upon the conftruction of 
HOPE, than the too flattering profpect of 
EXPECTATION, 


For my own part, voluntarily embarked 
in a conditional truft of honour with the 
public, for the promotion of equeftrian im- 
provements by every rational and {cientific 
means, that can be advanced upon the face of 
well-founded opinion or practical experience ; 
it is impoflible for me to acquiefce in the 
recommendation of their infertion, in the 
variety of indifcriminate cafes before recited ; 
from which I have withheld my approba- 
tion upon the firmeft conviction, that no 
fyftematic fubftantiated reafons have ever 
been promulgated, demonftrating the ope- 

rative 
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rative procefs upon the animal ceconomy, 
from which, the reported good effects are 
SUPPOSED TO BE PRODUCED. 


I believe I have before hinted their being 
originally adopted in times of greater ob- 
fcurity; when the minds and manners were 
not only much lefs enlightened, but the 
almoft incredible property and power of 
medicine not then difcovered and brought 
palpably home, as it now is, to the moft. 
obftinate incredulity. In the remote age of 
this invention, the volume of medical im- 
provement might be juftly confidered in its 
infancy, emerging from the early efforts of 
antiquity ; from which it has continued in 
gradual refinement to its prefent period of 
profeffional fplendor, under the indefatigable 
aufpices of thofe whofe literary additions to 
the works of {cience will perpetuate their 
memories very far beyond any effufions that 
can, poflibly fall from the grateful pen of 
humble admiration. 


It muft therefore fuffice in additional con- 
firmation of the improvement we applaud, 
to obferve, that even in private practice 

| amongft 
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amongft the human fpecies, thofe analogous 
operations, IssUES and se TONS, in the courfe 
of the laft forty or fifty years, are compara- 
tively obliterated; bearing no kind of pro- 
portion in’ common ufe, being but very {el- 
dom either advifed or adopted, but where the 
parties, from an invincible perfonal or pecu- 
niary averlion to medicine, cannot be pre- 
vailed upon to undergo fuch courfe as may 
evidently repair the comffitution, to a certain 
partial confumption of the purfe. 


¥ 
After every obfervation I have been able 


to deduce from theory, every remark I could. 


collect in practice, and every information to 
be derived from thofe VuLCcANIAN VETE- 
RINARIANS I have had the honor to con/fult ; 
after the analyzation of its phyfical procefs 
upon the frame ; its being immediately and 
equally fed from the fountain of circulation 
and fupport; a proper inveftigation and ex- 
pofure of the ridiculous idea of partially 
drawing off corrupt or difeafed particles from 
the blood, that the animal may “live the 
purer with the other half;” and laftly, the 
more contemptible propagation of their being 
found applicable to all difeafes, without a 

fingle 
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fingle profeffional proof manfully and fcienti- 
fically demonftrated, that they are abfolutely 
neceflary or infallible 1n onn; it can create 
no admiration that I feel myfelf juftified in - 
offering to the world an opinion, very little 
fubfervient to the fuperficial decifions of thofe 
who have preceded me upon this fubjea. 


Under the combined weight of thefe con- 
fiderations, and fo far as they entitle me to 
offer judgment, I dare venture to pronounce 
and promulgate fuch belief, that there are 
only a very few cafes in which they are either 
individually necefary or ufeful; having it at 
all in their effects, the power to produce 
any fuch change in, or improvement upon, 
the conftitution, but what may be more con- 
fiftently (and to a greater certainty) produced 
by judicious interpofition of evacuants, diure- 
tics, alteratives, or fuch other clafs of me- 
dicines, as upon accurate inveftigation of the 
caufe and reference to fymptoms, may be 
found correfponding with the cafe and its 
explanatory parts, in our former volume, 
more particularly adapted to medical difqui- 
fition and the cure of difeafe. 


The 
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The cafes to which they may be in fomé 
degree adapted, bearing profeffional traits in 
their favour, are,’partial {wellings of fome 
duration, originally occafioned by extrava~ 
fated fluids become too vifcid by ftagnation 
to be reforbed into the circulation; cuta- 
neous difeafes not fpeedily fubmitting to 
the courfe of medicines adapted to their 
peculiar clafs; inveterate lamenefs of long 
ftanding in the fhoulders or ligamentary 
parts, by the retention of inflammatory 
matter firft fixed there by the improper and 
too free ufe of f{pirituous applications; and 
afthmatic complaints upon a confirmation of 
their non-fubmifiion to conditional bleedings, 
a moderate ufe of nitre, and fuch courfe 
of pectoral detergents as will be found re- 
commended under that head. In each of 
which, I fhould not hefitate a moment to 
urge the propriety of inferting the rowel as 
near the caufe of complaint as poffible ; that 
the flux of matter (though colleGted from 
the circulation) might flow directly from, 
or as contiguous to the feat as circumftances 
will permit; and that fuch local infertion 
may contribute afliftance to whatever utility 
they poffefs, in unloading to a certainty 
the 
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the neighbouring veffels concerned in the 
cafes we have juft defcribed. The-advan- 
tage naturally refulting, from fuch precau- 
tion becoming too evidently obvious to re- 
quire farther anatomical defcription or phy- 
fical difquifition; the minutie of which, 
(fo far as it appertains to the operation in 
queftion) having been largely and accu- 
rately explained in the definition of nu- 
MouRs, under the laft article of EXERCISE, 
and the prefent upon ROWELLING, cannot 
ftand in the leaft need of additional eluci- 
dation to render the whole perfectly intelli- 
gible to every comprehenfion. 


Pr RNs ke 


The particular management of horfes 
paffing, under this denomination will ap- 
pear to many matter of fo little confe- 
quence, that it muft create furprife how 
any thing ew can be introduced upon a ' 
_ fubject they conceive fo univerfally and per- 
fectly underftood. However fuch opinion 
may be eftablifhed in the contraéted minds 
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of thofe who exift only in error, and never 
condefcend to fanétion the moft promifing 
ray of improvement ; the great number of 
valuable horfes that have loft their lives, 
either in or immediately after the chace, in 
the two laft feafons only, with his Majefty’s, 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales’s, 
Lord Barrymore’s, and Captain Parker’s 
hounds, are demonftrative proofs of znzabi- 
ity in the grooms, or idiferetion in the 
. riders; as well as collateral corroboration 
that the {yftem of perfetion is not yet at- 
tained even in the firft hunting ftables of 
fafhion and eminence. | 


Without prefuming. to arraign, in the 
prefent inftance, the judgment of ome, or 
the prudence of the other, I hall proceed 
to lay down fuch rules for the feleGtion of 
hunters, ‘and the minute particulars of their 
management, as have for a feries of more 
than twenty years enabled me to enjoy the 
pleafures of the chace with a multiplicity 


of the fleeteft and mot popular packs in- 


‘different parts of the kingdom ; without one 
of thofe unlucky contingencies, that fe fre- 
quently throw lefs thinking, or lefs experi- 

enced 
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enced {portfmen into the back eround of 
the picture with mortification and dif- 
grace. 


It fhould be indelible in the mind of 
every juvenile and recent {portfman, that to 
bring a horfe into the field out of condition, 
incurs inftantaneous /i/picion, if not con- 
_ tempt; the curiofity (not to fay infulting in- 

difference) of every fpectator is excited, who 
fortunately excels in the figure or qualifica- 
‘tions of his fteed, and the fuperiority of his 
equipments. And this is not at all to be 
wondered at, when -thofe entirely unac~ 
quainted with the fact are informed; that 
as much emulation is perceptible in the dif- 
play of a /porting apparatus, as in the exult- 
‘ing fplendor of a birth-day appearance in 
the vicinity of St. James’s: not only the 
Ripers, but their Horses are fraught 
with the infectious fpirit of rivalfhip ; and 
impatiently wait the moment, that infpires 
each with the vigour of general conten- 


tion. 


Horfes imperfect in their appearance, with 
fulnefs of the legs, foulnefs in the coat, cracks 
U2 in 
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in the heels, or poverty in the frame, are 
immediately furveyed with the eye of at- 
tentive infpection; this od/igue but accurate 
furvey as certainly terminates to the difcre- 
dit of the mafter as the prejudice of the 
fervant, leaving no favourable impreflion of 
their {table management at home, or equef- 
trian prudence in the field. 


External deficiency is not the only incon- 
venience arifing from improper condition ; 
the concomitant ills refulting from it, are 
not unfrequently attended with the moft {e- 
rious confequences. Horfes for the very fe- 
vere and ftrong chaces with STacG or Fox, 
fhould have both the 4/0d and body regulated 
to. the higheft degree of purity and perfection ; 
fuch fyftem of information may be readily ac- 
quired by proper attention to the neceflary 
inculcation and judicious obfervation, previ- 
ous to the commencement of the feafon. 
This fact, founded upon the criterion of 
experience, naturally leads us into an enquiry 
what thofe preparations are, and the necefiity, 
for their introdudtion: thefe we fhall con- 
fequently advert to, but not without an ob- 
lique remembrance of, and reference to, thofe 
Cynical cavillifts who (apprehending no dan- 

ger 
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ger till they feel it) fet phy/ic at defiance ; and 


never fubmit to acknowledge its utility, till 
the total lofs of one horfe and the irreparable 
injury to another, demontftrate the abfurdity 
of their ill-founded objections ; compulfively 
adding them in rotation to the annually en- 
creafing lift of converts to a rational fyfte- 
matic mode of ftabularian improvement. 


Such obftinate non-compliance with the 
juftified dictates of fafety refulting from ex- 
perience, can arife only from a total want of 
thought, or knowledge of the animal econo- 
my; by which every /ecretion, evacuation, 
motion and labour is regulated, or a€tion con- 
trouled. From the concurring force of this 
reflection, let. every SPoRTSMAN whofe mind 
is at all open to the rays of refinement, (and 
who has not, like Tony Lumpkin, imbibed | 
his entire ftock of penetration from the apron- 
ftring of a Mrs. Hardcajile, conducting his 
whole affairs by “ the rule of Thumb,”) 
confider the abfolute neceflity of beftowing 
fome little occafional attention to the indica- 
tions of NATURE; the direct procefs of a/- 

ment and digeftion, with its fubfequent fource 
of nutrition ; enabling himfelf to afcertain (at 
leaft with fome degree of precifion) the ftate 

Ls of 
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of -his own horfes in ficknefs or health; t 
difcover their neceffities, and prefcribe the 
remedies, without a degrading dependence 
upon the accumulated ignorance and affected 
confequence of every illiterate groom, offler, 
or flable boy ; who, it is univerfally known, 
proudly poffefs obfolete receipts for every 
pofiible difeafe to which the horfe is liable, 
(without its containing perhaps one applica- 
ble pero and will valiantly vouch for 
the PALLIBILITY OF ITS’ VIRTUES, 
shoudl it is ten to one he is totally unac- 
quainted with the articles of which it is 
compofed, and {till more probably has not 
ability to read the very farraga ee fo confi- 
dently recommends. 


This evil has originally arifen, and been 
encreafed in its growth by too implicit, or 
rather too indolent, a fubmiffion of matters 
in general, to the indifereet (not to add fome- 
times wfernal) and ridiculous propofitions of 
thefe people, upon whofe deftructive affec- 
tation of knowledge I have already fo repeat- 
edly-expatiated under different heads ; but am 
by practical obfervations, as often brought to 
a renewal of the fubject, to place every gen- 
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tleman or fportfman on his guard againft 
their incefflant obtruficns of medical judg- 
ment ; having within the laft few days heaed 
a moft illiterate puppy of the clafs defcribed, 
propofe: the infinuation of /ump fugar for a 
defe&t IN THE EYE, without a fingle reafon 
tovaflign for the fupport of his reeommenda- 
tion, but that ‘* it was like enough to do it 
good.” art 


This idea is too fublime and expanded for 
a fingle remark in animadverfion ; but furely 
every proprietor of horfes muft find it greatly 
conducive to a promotion of his own eafe 
and intereft, if he would condefcend to pay 
fuch attention to this fubjeét, as might un- 
doubtedly contribute a proportion of confi- 
dence to his additional knowledge ; and to- 
tally exculpate him from the mortifying pre- 
dicament of appealing to the barren capacity 
ef his fervant in a MATTER OF MAGNI- 
Tube, whofe underftanding or inftruCtions 
he would not fubmit to con/ult, or even con- 
. defcend to ear, upon much more inferior 
occafions. 


There has always exifted a diverfity of 
U 4 opinions 
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opinions refpecting the propricty of purging 
horfes previous to the commencement of the 
hunting feafon; and this, as I have before 
hinted, has been one of the long ftanding 
difhes of contention between the rights and 
the wrongs; it will be therefore expected 
(by thofe impartial inveftigators who are not 
blinded by invincible prejudice, but open 
to the conviétion arifing from reafon) that 
fomething fhould now be advanced to juftify 
or condemn, what from not profeffionally 
underftanding the operative procefs of, or its 
effects upon the frame, has hitherto fufpend- 
ed their opinions, not knowing with ju/tice 
which method to avoid, which to purfue. 


That the matter may, however, be 
brought nearer the criterion of decifion, by 
being more clearly explained; I fhall en- 
deavour (without indulging a with to attra 
unneceflarily the attention of any reader from 
what he may conceive an object of greater 
importance) to convey fuch defcription of its 
neceflity, its operation upon the blood, and 
_ falutary effeGs upon the conftitution ; as Iam 
induced to believe will prevent the con/i/t- 
ency of PURGING being longer a matter of 

| controverfy ; 
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eontroverfy ; but that upon certain and proper 
occafions, it will become univerfally adopted 
under the conditional regulations fo accu- 
rately explained in our former volume of this 
work. Thofe inftructions, however, apper- 
‘taining more particularly to the compofition 
of various forms, the a of adminiitration, 
and the mode of a¢tion upon the inteftinal 
contents ; we advert now to the: more remote’™ 
confideration of its operative effects upon the 
ENTIRE SYSTEM, in juftification of its 
adoption previous to the annual exertions of 
violence, that fo evidently encreafe the velo- 
city of the blood. | 


It may be remembered, that in my former 
volume, under inftructions for getting horfes 
into condition, I have recommended the ope- 
ration of bleeding in a few days after being 
taken from grafs ;_ by faying, “ a proportion 
may be taken away, according to the fize, 
ftate, ftrength, and temperament of the horfe, 
with due attention to the fleth he may have 
gained, or the impurities he may have im- 
bibed with his pafture.” This paffage is fo 
truly expreffive, and conveys to the mind fo 
much in fo fhort a manner, that I have been 

induced 
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induced to repeat the very words ; as directly 
conducive to the fupport of an affertion fre- 
quently brought forward, ‘* the great ad- 


vantage of difcovering the true ftate of the 
blood.” 


The reafons’are not only exceedingly 
obvious, but have been in their re{pective 
parts fo minutely explained, that there is 
barely room to urge the propriety and 
enforce the utility és what ought to be 
laid down as the almoft fundamental rule 
of ph by fi cal rectification; and, however ab- 
ftrufe fuch reafoning may appear to the 
unfcientific and fuperficial part of the Vul- 
canian fraternity, denominated FARRIERS ; 
I hefitate not a moment to affirm, there 
are very many cafes, in which I fhould 
be profefiionally induced to regulate the 
PHYsIc in both guwantity and quality, by 
appearances accurately drawn from the ‘tate 
of the blood only. 


What! (fays the furprifed and divided 
reader) when his Majefty’s Farrier for Scot- 
Jand has confidently affured us, and under 
the honourable fanétion of royal appoint- 
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ment, that no difeovery can be made from, 
the blood in any ftate whatever! That 
~ blood drawn from a horfe who is evi- 
dently difordered, will fometimes have the 
fame appearance when cold, as that drawn 
from a horfe in health.” And, hey prefio! 
“Vice Versa! “ On the other hand, blood 
drawn from a horfe in health, will fome- 
times have all the appearance of that 
drawn from: one labouring under the moft 
dangerous difeate.” All this Mr. Clarke 
may ‘ mofi potently believe,” yet « I nad 
it wrong to have it thus fet down;’ it 
bears my great an affinity to the ambiguous 
putting off of HAMLET to his inquifitive. 
companions, when he férioufly affures them, 


*¢ There’s ne’er a villain dwelling in all Denmark, 
« ae he’s an arrant ela 


However, that jatring opinions may be the 
more eafily reconciled, I will venture to 
conclude for this very judicious and_en- 
lightened writer, that he intended to have 
Jaid, or withed it to be underftood; That 
the cafes in which the blood of d eafed 
serfe bore the appearance of horfes in 

health, 
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health, were thofe very few in which the 
ftate of the blood is not fymptomatically 
affected by the difeafe; as flatulent or in- 
flammatory cholic, ftrangury, and worms. 
But the better to exculpate myfelf from the 
accufation or even unjuft fufpicion of in- 
dulging the fhadow of inclination to arraign 
the authority, or fport with the judgment 
T fo very much refpeét; let us charitably 
adept AN ALTERNATIVE, and fuppofe, 
what is not only pofible but probable, that 
as the horfes in that country differ fo 
very materially from ours, (as thofe can 
teftify who have vifited the fpot, and re- 
colle& their appearance) why may not the 
flutds partake of the contraft? and their 
‘properties not being fo eafily or accurately 
analized as in the more fertile regions of 
the fouth; the line of diftin@ion we may 
naturally conclude is circumfcribed by the 
vermicular boundary of the Tweed, confti- 
tuting other diverfities of equal admiration. 


From this digreffion, fo unavoidably ne- 
ceflary to juftify my former recommenda- 
ion of BLEEDING, under proper reftric- 
tions, we return to the confideration of 

PURGING ; 


———— a 
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PURGING; upon the very falutary and 
judicious interpofition of which, I have 
already given my decided opinion as to its 
general utility, though I do not mean te 
uflert myfelf an advocate for its indifcrimi~ 
nate adminiftration, without due deference 
to the caufe and condition of the fubjea. 
I with by no means to be confidered an 
Pesonhod friend to unneceflary evacuati- 

3 perfectly convinced they are only ab- 
flute requifite, under the weight of in- 
judicious accumulation. -I therefore beg ‘no 
mifconftruction may be put upon the thefis 
I advance, which is, that EVACUATIONS 
become not only proper but indi “fpenfi ble, 
when a horfe is so MUCH ABOVE HIM- 
SELF in condition, that he evidently dif- 
plays the advancing progrefs and ill effeGs 
of repletion (arifing from full feed and ir- 
regular exercife) in the variety of ways fo 
repeatedly defcribed ; not only under other 
heads in this, but different parts of the 
former volume, where the ftate of the 
blood _ necefiarily became the fubje&t of 
difquifition. 


From what has been fo fully advanced 
upon 
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re) 
upon the article of nutrition, circulation, 
evacuation, and exercife, it muft be perfectly 
and fyftematically clear to every compre 
henfion; that a horfe too plethoric in ha- 
bit,.too much loaded with fleth, too vifcid 
in the ftate of his blood, or too little ac- 
cuftomed to exercife,.can never be brought 
into fuch {trong exertions as the chace, 
‘without a very great probability of excit- 
ing inflammation, that may terminate in 
different degrees of difeafe, danger, and dif- 
quietude. Admitting therefore its indif- 
penfible neceflity with horfes of the above 
defcription, it muft be taken into the ag- 
gregate; that although great inconvenien- 
cies and diftrefling circumftances may po/- 
fibly arife, from the want of precaution in 
not bringing fuch preventatives into ufe, 
where the frame is replete with impurities ; 
it can by no means follow that by the omif- 
fion, with horfes in any ‘olerable condition, 
the probable confequence becomes inevit- 
able. 


To draw the line of diftin@tion between 
fubjects rendering it a matter of neceflity 
with one, or prudence and prevention 

only 
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only with another; it mutt be candidly ac- 
knowledged, that inftances frequently oc- 
cur, where horfes perfectly. clean, healthy, 
and without vifible caufe to fufpect foul- 
nefs in the body, or impurity in the blood, © 
have by proper attention to {table manage- 
ment, good feeding, and regular exercife, 
been brought into the field in no degraded 
condition, and gone through the feafon with 
a moderate degree of perfection. Though 
this fhould not be attempted till an atten- 
tive obfervation to the ftate of the coat, 
eyes, legs, heels, the wind in brufhing gal-- 
Jops, and the quality or appearance of the 
perfpirative matter in the a&t of tran{pira- 
tion, may juitify a reliance upon ‘the faith 
of experiments; as latent impurities, or 
grofs vifcidities may remain dormant in the 
_ conftitution; till roufed into aGion by effects 
too numerous and extenfive to admit of rei- 
terated explanation, without deviating too 
largely from the fubject it is our prefent pur- 
pofe to purfue. 


Having introduced remarks that were 
unavoidable, to demonftrate the confiftency 
ef carrying off fuch fuperflux as may con- 

ftitute 
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ftitute a preternatural weight upon the ani- 
mal cconomy, by encumbering the infi- 
nity of finer veffels fo exquifitely con- 
cerned in fecretion and circulation, throw- 
ing the more noble parts of the machine 
into diforder ; we proceed to explain the ope- 
rative procefs and effets of CATHARTIC 
Evacuanrs upon the general fyftem; 
by which phyfical operation, nature be- 
comes gradually relieved from the ple- 
thoric burthen of repletion, affecting even 
the moft diftant parts of the extremities, by 
means fo univerfally known and repeatedly 
defcribed. 


PURGING, in its common and fuperficial 
acceptation with the unenlightened multi- 
tude, is confidered merely as a ready and con- 
venient mode of expelling a load of accumu- 
lated contents from the ftomach, or excre- 
ments from the inteftines ; without a rela- 
tive confideration, or fingle idea of its more 
remote and falutary influence upon thofe parts 
of the frame, that are in general eftimation 
fuppofed to be very little concerned in the 
Operation or its effects. 


3 To 
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To elucidate this matter, and render it 
perfectly comprehenfible, (with as little re- 
ference as poflible to abftrufe reafoning or 
anatomical difquifition) let it be underftood, 
that the internal coat of the ftomach is fo 
plentifully portioned with branches from the 
nervous fyftem, that it may with great pro- 
priety be termed the joint feat of irritability ; 
for exclufive of the aGing ftimulus of the 
cathartic medicines upon the extreme fen- 
fibility of the nerves, fo innumerably dif- 
perfed in their different ramifications, they 
act alfo by irritation upon the mouths ‘of the 
latteals and lymphatics, exciting a continued 
and proportional emiflion of their contents 
into the inteftinal canal, fo long as the fti- 
mulative properties of the medicine may 
have power to act; during which fuch 
abforption of Lympu, and regurgitation of 
CHYLE, intermixes with, and is carried off 
by the excrements. 


By this conftant /umulus upon the exqui- 
fite fenfibility of the ftomach and inteftines, 
the vermicular motion is not only excited to 
a more frequent difcharge of its contents, but 
its continued irritation of the vafcular fyftem 
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produces an increafed fecretion of /ymph and 
chyle, which in the procefs of abforption and 
contribution to the excrementitious expulfion, 
is proportionally fupplied (or the veffels re- 
plenifhed) from even the moft diftant part of 
the extremities ; which evidently accounts for 
the vifible advantages arifing from a courfe of 
phyfic, when a horfe labours under the in- 
conveniencies refulting from repletion ; and is 
faid, in the Vulcanian phrafeology, to have the 
HUMOURS fallen into the legs, or fixed upon 
any particular part of the frame. 


Thus much is introduced to render perfect- 
ly clear, what I term the mechanical procefs 
Of purgation ; by ftri@tly attending to which 
it will evidently appear, that the weaker a ca- 
thartic is in its property, the lefs it will affe@ 
the fluids fufpended in different parts of the 
frame ; for its jirff fimulus aéting upon the 
nervous fyftem as the mo/? irritable, the lym- 
phatics and lacteals become only the fecon- 
dary feat of provocation, and are proporti- 
enally acted upon as the prysic is increafed 
in its power of ftimulation. 


_ _ From this very neceffary remark, I mean to 
infer, 
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infer, and with it to be generally and incon- 
trovertibly underftood and held in remem- 
brance, that a very moderate dofe of phyfic 
will act in a great degree upon the irrita- 
bility of the ftomach and inteftines only, eX= 
citing a difcharge of their contents, as before 
defcribed ; while its increafed ftrength will, 
by its additional ftimulus wpon and perfe- 
vering irritation of the finer veffels, excite 
their regurgitative contribution to the general 
evacuation, fo long as the irritating proper- 
ties of the cathartic fhall retain the power 
of acting upon the vafcular fyftem ; which 
differing fo very much in different fubjects, 
requires proper difcrimination in the compo- 
fition of purging medicines, confequently, 
fhould always be carefully adapted to the 
ftate, conftitution, and bodily ftrength of the 
horfe. 


This naturally leads us to an enquiry of 
the different. degrees of puysic, as moft 
applicable to the various occafions for which 
they are brought into ufe. It evidently ap- 
pears by the above inveftigation, that the 
milder cathartics act duperficially, merely to 
difcharge the contents of the inteftinal ca- 

a2 nal ; 


308 H- UCN 'T E RI Se 


nal; and are therefore calculated as preven 
tatives to the poffb/e inconveniencies of im- 
pending repletion ; prefervatives of health, or 


neceflary preludes to the completion of PER- 
FECT CONDITION. 


The fame elucidation likewife demon- 
ftrates the confiftency of increafing the pro- 
portions, or enlarging the dofes, when more 
diftant fervices are expected by calling the 
remote powers into action, for the purpofes 
fo particularly explained; for inftance, in 
‘great repletion of the veffels, fulnefs of the 
carcafe, heavinefs of the head and ‘eyes, 
{welling and tenfion of the legs, and fuch 
other caufes as will be hereafter explained. 
Gentle cathartics, acting merely as obfervable 
laxatives, can never be expected to reach the 
feat of thefe complaints; fuch BRIsK PURGES 
only can be adopted with propriety, as will, 
by their continued ftimulus, come into con- 
tact with, and additionally a@ upon, the very 
eterfiices of the ftomach and inteftines, after 
the excrementitious fuperflux is thrown off; 
exciting by fuch means, the lymphatics and 
lacteals to di/gorge fome portion of their 
" extra contents, (diftinguithed from time im- 
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memorial by the appellation of rumours) to 
be ultimately carried off with the remaining 
efforts of inteftinal expulfion. 


If any farther explanation can be at all 
required, to render this procefs more intel- 
ligible to the dulleft comprehenfions, I mutt 
beg permiflion to recommend fuch Reader to 
a retrofpective recollection of his own fenfa- 
tions towards the concluding operation of an 
emetic, or cathartic ; when I believe it will 
immediately occur to his remembrance, that 
the irritation of the veflels was much more 
fevere and effectual, (proved by the repeated 
{trainings) than in the preceding difcharges 
when the contents were expelled with much 
greater cafe to the patient, though le{s effi- 
cacy upon the frame, 


As I have juft hinted, there are other. 
diforders. or rather advanced ftages, of thofe 
lait defcribed, (and for which “ brifk purges” 
are recommended,) that require a {till more 
peculiar mode of counter-action; as horfes 
fubject to, or labouring under, inveterate 
cracks in the heels; oozing indications of, 


or palpable greafe ; cutaneous eruptions ; val- 
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cular Znots, or tubercles, the evident effects 
of plenitude ; worms, or flu@uating pains in 
the limbs, occafioning alternate /Jamenefs in 
one part or another. In all which cafes, it 
is to be obferved, horfes fhould never have 
their exercife or labour increafed; to the leatt 
degree of violent exertion; without firft un- 
dergoing EvAcUATIoNs of fuch kind, as 


become immediately applicable to the cafe in 
queftion, 


For my own part, I feel myfelf power- 
fully influenced to recommend the early ad- 
miniftration of mercurial purges, accurately 
proportioned to the ftate of the fubje@ and 
prevalence or duration of difeafe; and this 
upon the experimental bafis of minute at- 
tention to their fingular effets upon the con- 
ftitutions of horfes, in a variety of inftances 
that perfectly juftify me in communicating 
ESTABLISHED PROOFS of their fuperior ex- 
cellence, not only in the different cafes juft 
recited, but in many others, that it would 


be foreign to our prefent purpofe to enume- 
rate. | 


To prevent a perpetual obtrufion of tech- 
nical | 
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nical myftery, or medical difquifition, by 
enlarging upon the means of the mercurial 
particles entering into contac with the blood; 
its power of attenuation, gradual diffolution 
of the fluids and gentle ftimulation of the 
folids, (which muft at all times hang heavy 
upon the mind of the unfcientific enquirer) 5 
we muft let our abbreviated allufion fuf- 
fice, as a more fatisfactory mode of intel- 
ligent information, than a tedious chain of 
phyfical definition, that it may be thought 
has been already introduced by much too 
often. 


In this tribute to the almoft incredible ef- 
fects derived from the judicious and falutary 
interpofition of MERCURIAL CATHARTICS, 
I beg to difclaim every idea of patronizing 
fuch compofitions, prepared from the pre- 
{criptive {craps of antiquity, in the poffeffion 
of every bellows blower in the kingdom ; not 
more in refpect to the probable difpropor- 
tion and certain danger of their ingredi-~ 
ents, than the abfurd, improper, and indif- 
criminate mode of introduction. Of thefe 
preparations, as of the various noftrums and 
quack medicines of the prefent day, I hold 
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the fame uniform and invariable opinion ; that 
the public are eternally peftered with innu- 
merable advertifements, announcing the mi- 
raculous cures, (NATURE HAS PERFORMED) 
but not a fingle word of the many thoufands 
fuch medicines have deftroyed: So true it is, 
“© dead men tell no tales.” 


Having gone through what I conceive a 
duty incumbent, refpecting the operation of 
phyfic and its effects upon the frame, to 
elucidate, as much as circumftances would 
admit, a fubject that has been hitherto con- 
fidered as {ufficient matter to juftify and fup- 
port a contrariety of opinions; I muft, after 
giving it fuch profeffional explanation as my 
flender abilities were adequate to, fubmit the 
propriety of the practice, wader conditional 
regulations, to the decifion of thofe who may 
do me the honour of minutely inveftigating, 
what has been neceflarily advanced for ge- 
neral confideration: Begging permiffion to 
obferve, that particular inftruGions for the 
management of horfes under the operation 
of puysic, may be found in the former 
volume under that head; the prefent pages 
having been dedicated entirely to the ope- 
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rative proce({s and its effects upon the confti- 


tution, for the purpofe of unverfal or rather 
common comprehenfion, 


That tafk having been at length performed, 
we take leave of the dry and unentertain- 
ing ftudy of medical abftrufity, and proceed 
to fuch part of our plan as will prove more 
entertaining and acceptable to thofe, who 
may condefcend to confult us for either 
amufement or information. I have promifed 
under the prefent head, rules for the felec- 
tion of HuntTers, and fome ufeful hints for 
their management in the ftable and chace. 
In refpecét to the former, fuch defcriptive 
parts as conftitute uniformity and the points 
of perfection, will be found fo accurately 
delineated in the early pages of our former 
volume, that its repetition would bear too 
much the appearance of literary impofition ; 
from which accufation, it has been our ear- 


neft endeavour, in every page, to ftand clearly 
exculpated, 


Upon the fabject of felection there can 
therefore be but little to introduce beyond 
the neceflity of adhering in choice, as much 


as 
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as poflible to thofe that are we//-bred, or, -in 
other words, fuch as come the neareft in pe- 
digree, fymmetry, fathion, and apparent 
ftrength to thofe in conftant ufe for the turf, 
bearing the denomination and figure of 
BLOOD HORSES, as molt adequate in {peed 
and durability (termed bottom) to long and 
fevere chaces with fleet hounds ‘or in deep 
countries ; under which, horfes of an inferior 
defcription fo frequently fink for want of that 
conftitutional {lamina or inherent fortitude, 
that horfes of high pedigrees are fo eminently 
known to poflefs, 


From this eftablithed and incontrovertible 
fact, we are naturally induced to introduce a 
few oblique remarks upon the very neceflary 
qualification of *« Bone ;” fo fathionably and 
eternally echoed and tranfmitted (in equef- 
trian infpection) from one affected puppy to 
another, that they feem to have anticipated, 
or rather premeditated, the inexpreffible plea- 
fure of difcovering what they call “ @ want 
of bone’ in the horfes of others, that they 
unluckily feldom or ever perceive in their 
own. Thefe curious obfervers, (mere pre- 
tenders to judgment) never condefcend to 
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inveftigate caufes or effects, farther than as 
at firft fight they affect the fuperficies of 
their very fhallow comprehenfion; «from 
whence arifes the prevalent reflection upon 
the want of bone, fo exceedingly common; 
and fo frequently ://-founded, that at the 
time of examination, the fubject fo difpa- 
raged is fometimes loaded like a cart horfe, 
From this total ignorance of the anatomical 
conformation, has originated the erroneous 
conjecture of fixing the bafis of ftrength in 
the bony ftructure on/y, without a contin~ 
gent reference or relative confideration to 
the mufcular appendages, that, in fact, con- 
ftitute the very main {pring of ftrength and 
action. | 


We are not at all difinclined to admit that 
the greater the fulcrum or mechanical centre 
of fupport, the more powerful fhould be the 
component parts to conftitute the accumu- 
lation of ftrength; though this, like many 
other rules fuppofed to be general, is Hable 
to frequent exception, Of this there are 
diftinct proofs among the different degreés 
of horfes, in the particular purpofes for 
which they are bred, or afterwards become 


appro- 
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appropriate to; for inftance, horfes bred with 
ftrength for draft, or with fpeed for the 
chace, are fo directly oppofite in fome part of 
their /oape, and the whole of their regud/ites, 
that what conftitutes perfections for the one, 
difplays an abfolute deficiency for the other. 


Hence arifes the inconfiftency of bring- 
ing crofs-bred heavy horfes into the chace, 
where their own weight, and want of ac- 
tion, lay the foundation of their defici- 
ency ; for in hard or long running they be- 
come inevitably exhaufted, and _ frequently 
fall victims to the imprudent perfeverance 
of their riders. Thofe juvenile or inat- 
tentive fportfmen, whofe experience has 
been exceedingly limited, or obfervations 
confined, may not yet be perfectly convinced 
that BLoop Horses (notwithftanding the 
popular clamour of their deficiency in 
bone) will exceed in /peed, /trength, and 
bottom, whatever horfes of an oppofite de- 
{cription may be brought into the field; 
and of this fact I am fo exceedingly well 
convinced by experimental obfervation and 
unremitting attention, that in a long chace 
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with fleet hounds, running brea? high, and 
acrofs a country, nothing but horfes three 


parts or thorough bred can ever lay by the 
fide of them. 


In addition alfo to this truth, let us en- 
counter the full force of another notion 
equally ridiculous, and well calculated for 
thofe who hunt in sheory, and enjoy the 
chace upon paper; of “ a blood horfe not 
having bone and ftrength fufficient to cover 
a deep and dirty country;” when every 
{portman of experience, who has made the 
trial impartially, will join with me in the 
aflertion, that horfes of that defcription 
abfolutely poffefs the ftrength (in their great 
power of action and pliability) to pafs over 
{uch country, with very flight impreffion and 
no great labour; when it is a matter not to 
be controverted, that a ftrong heavy horfe, 
not only finks deep with his own weight at 
every ftroke, but extricates himfelf with the - 
utmoft difficulty, leaving his rider in the 
pleafing predicament of foon enquiring 
** which way the hounds are gone?” with 
the greater gratification of poffeffing a horfe 


of 
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of bone and firength fuflicient to carry him 
“* AFTER any pack of hounds in the kings 
dom.” Waving before bid adicu to medical 
myftery and anatomical defcription, we do 
not mean to renew the fubject by a com- 
parative detail of mufcles and tendons, with 
their appertaining confiderations ; but leave 
every reader to make up his own mind upon 
the qualifications and kind of horfe moft ap- 
plicable to his idea of the chace, and inten- 
tion of riding with or after the hounds ; 
proceeding to a communication of fuch re- 
marks as, properly attended to, may be pro- 
ductive of their different degrees of utility. 


It may be remembered, that the different 
fubjeéts of PHYsIC, EXERCISE, and con- 
DITION have all been fepatately confidered, 
and their advantages accurately explained ; 
as may be perceived by application to the 
index of either volume for information upon 
any particular head. We now confequently 
arrive at the commencement of the hunting 
feafon, when, meeting in the field, every 
countenance betrays a heart elate with the 
general effufion of joy that is to enfue. Pre- 
vious to farther animadverfion upon which, 

it 
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it becomes neceffary to remark, that the ex- 
treme degree of perfection, and high condi+ 
tion I have hitherto recommended, and allude 
to in my future inftructions for ftable ma- 
nagement, ‘are by no means intended to be 
generally extended to horfes in common ufe 
with HARRIERS; whofe offices of {fervice 
are fo exceedingly different to the very ftrong 
and fevere chaces with stacG or rox} that 
they may naturally be underftood to be always 
fufficiently prepared with a very inferior 
treatment. 


Left fuch gentlemen, who from fituation, 
inclination, advanced age, or bodily debilita- 
tion, are attached to the frigidity of Hare 
HounTine, fhould feel the dignity of their 
pack, and the /plendor of their retinue, de- 
graded by what they may erroneoufly conceive 
an oblique infinuation of contempt; I muft 
beg to fubmit to the criterion of their own 
decifion, the almoft incredible difference be- 
tween the exertions and duration of the two. 
Horfes that bécome the neceflary appendage 
to Aarriers, undergo fuch fudden changes in 
their fport, not more in the frequent dull 
and tedious attendance upon the hounds 

when 
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when trailing to find in the cold and chil 
ling dreary fog of a fevere winter’s morning ; 
than the alternate contrafts in the chace, 
arifing from thofe checks in ‘‘ beading, turn= 
mng, doubling, and /quatting,” that contfti- 
tute firft a burft to promote perfpiration, then 
a‘ fault” to fupprefs it. 


This is fo very oppofite to the violent and 
continued exertions of a chace with either 
STAG or Fox, in the prefent improved 
breed and fleetnefs of hounds; that I only 
mean to convey an idea of the probable 
hazard of having a horfe kept in too high a 
ftile for a chace fo fubject to flu€tuation in 
the different degrees of heat and cold, that a 
horfe in perfe&t condition muft have great 
good fortune, or an excellent conftitu- 
tion, not to feel the ill effects of long at- 
tendance upon HARRIERS, at leaft in thofe 
countries where the fcarcity of game ad- 
mits of much loft time between ing and 
jinding. For my own part, however re- 
pugnant the opinion may prove to one 
clafs of {portfimen ; I feel myfelf juftified in 
declaring, no confideration whatever fhould 
influence me to dance attendance upon: har- 
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riers, with a horfe of great value and to- 
lerable perfection, unlefs a certainty of ex- 
peditioufly finding, and inceflant running, 
might induce me to exercife a horfe on the 
intermediate days, as a prelude to the chace 
with either of the other two. 


Confidering, therefore, the management 
we allude to, as appertaining more particu- 
larly to horfes of high qualifications, we 
advert, as before mentioned, to the com- 
mencement of the feafon; when, at the 
place of meeting, every fport{man feels eager 
for the {port and replete with emulation. 
That we may omit no inftru€ion or advice, 
however minute, that can at ail contribute to 
the pleafure or fafety of the chace: let it be 
held in remembrance, the frame (or rather 
the ftomach) fhould never be loaded when 
entering into immediate action. The portions 
of hay and water fhould be adminiftered with 
avery fparing hand, ‘for the laft twelve or 
fixteen hours preceding the chace ; to which 
end hay fhould be reftricted in quantity more 
on that night than any other, his evening 
and morning feeds of corn being increafed in 
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proportion to the deficiency in the 6ther 
part of his aliment. On the morning of 
hunting hg fhould be dreffed and fed early ; 
having his head ftrapped up till faddled for 
the field, to prevent (if a coarfe feeding horfe) 
his making the clean ftraw a neceflary fub- 
ftitute for the artificial fcarcity of hay. 


The day preceding’ which, every judicious 
or experienced fportfman arranges all his af- 
fairs, to prevent the leaft probability of delay, 
difappointment, or interruption to his {port ; 
by accurately afcertaining the adequate ftate 


of his horfe and the fafety of his apparatus. — 


He defcends to an attentive furvey of the feet 
‘and the clinches of the fhoes; thereby avoid- 
ing the diftrefling dilemma of compulfively 
exploring a SMITH’s sHOP, in a {trange 
country, during the heat and happinefs of 
the chace, by the inexpreffible mortification 
of cafting a fhoe: A circumftance that will 


feldom ‘or never happen under the occafional © 


infpection of the-fmith, who will moft cer- 
tainly -never forget the PROPER or accuf- 
tomed time of examination ; provided he is 
retained upon the Ne de of mutual conve 

_ nience, 
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nience, fo particularly explained in 138 and 
the following pages. 


Proper attention fhould follow bs the form 
of the faddle and the ftate of its ftufling, to 
prevent even the poflibility of the tree coming 
into injurious contact with the wither; or 
the probability of wardles, by the indenta- 
tion or friction of the girth buckles, ina 
long or fevere chace. The girth web for 
hunting fhould be what is termed <‘ {pring 
web” in preference, for the advantage of its 
additional elafticity ; the harth, tight wove 
. web, very frequently occafioning a laceration 
of the integument, known by the name of 
“© bowel galled.” If due refpect was alfo 
paid to the probable durability of the frrup 
leathers, it might certainly render fuperflu- 
ous the paltry difplay of a NEW BELT round 
the body of A GENTLEMAN, indicating a 
fafe refource for a broken leather; a piece 
of equeftrian oftentation never practifed by 
{portfmen of eflablifhed reputation, who are 
univerfally known to be too fubftantially pro- 
vided, in fo material a part of their equip- 
ments, to ftand the moft diftant chance of 
an accident, that would not only retard their 
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progrefs, but inevitably throw them out, be- 
fore they could repair their lofs, if the hounds 
were thea croffling a country. 


If horfes have not fix or eight miles to 
the hounds on the morning of hunting, 
they fhould be walked at leaft an hour, or 
hour and half, before they appear at the 
place of meeting; the confiftency of their 
having fufficient time to unload the frame 
by frequency of evacuation, has been fo fully 
explained under the article of exercife, and 
its palpable utility muft be fo forcibly ftriking 
to every perfon at all convinced of its effects, 
that it cannot poffibly require any additional 
elucidation. . 


Suppofing ourfelves arrived at that unful- 
lied feat of unanimity the place appointed, 
whether throwing into covert for a Fox, or 
turning out the DEER ; every {portfman will 
acknowledge it may be juftly deemed the 
critical moment, when the powers of ex- 
hilaration nearly exceed the limits of pre- 
{cription, and we ‘ moft wonder how’ our 
reafon holds.” This is the crifis that too 
frequently deprives the juvenile rider (in 

8 his 
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his initiation) of the degree of prudence fo 
exceedingly neceflary in the early part of 
the chace ; particularly at the beginning of 
the feafon, when they are fo little inured to 
exertions of violence and fatigue. The fir/? 
éurfi, with either DEER or Fox, is gene- 
rally fevere, and not unfrequently of long 
duration, in which too much tendernefs 
cannot be beftowed upon the very fountain- 
head of your pleafure; from whofe per- 
fections and perfeverance only, you can 
derive your enjoyment of the chace. It is 
therefore perfeétly right to have it ever 
in remembrance, that the more moderately 
a horfe is exerted in the early part of the 
day, the greater probability you infure of 
feeing the end of it; with the pleafing con- 
folation of eafe to your horfe, and no bad 
compliment to your own reputation ; for it 
is a-well known fact, that there are hun- 
dreds in a feafon, who from an impatient 
defire and eager impetuofity to fee too much 
of the éegimning, feldom or never know 
much of the conclujion, promoting by indif- 
cretion the very means of their mortification 
and difgrace. | 
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Moderation in ‘the chace, and fteady at- 
tention to the leading hounds, will conftantly 
prevent confiderable difficulty to the rider, 
as ‘well'as- the horfes This is a matter, 
however, more ‘“ devoutly to be wifhed,” 
than at all to be expected. It is equally 
, matural to conclude, that moft of thole ade 
herents attached to and enjoying the chace, 
“would regulate the /peed of their horfes 
by the. depth of the ground they go over; 
oblervation daily convinces us it,is not fo, 
and that there are very numereus excep- 
~tions to fuch neceflary and laudable circum- 
{pection, } 


Experience conftantly affords us demon- 
{trative proof, that nothing fo much ex- 
haufts ‘the bodily ftrength, reduces the 
“{peed, and exhautts the wind, as ftrong and 
“repeated leaps i any, but adhd biel in 
deep countries: "This reflection ought furely 
to convince’ young or unthinking riders, 
‘that fuperfluows leaps, and unneceflary diffi- 
eultics, fhould never be boaftingly encoun 
tered, to difplay an affectation of | equeftrian 
courage, or pragmatic confequence ; for 
they inmediately (in the mind of every pru- 
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dent and humane obferver) appear fo many 
incontrovertible proofs of his ignorance or 
indifcretion. Thefe HEROES ON HORSEBACK 
require to be emphatically informed, that 
fuch voluntary acts of opprefiion invariably 
operate to the prejudice of the performer, 
however he may be fanctioned by fituation 
or favoured by fortune, proving. unluckily 
abortive of the original defign; for what is 
fo evidently intended to create admiration, 
is as certainly productive of indifference and — 
contempte | 


Another act of folly and indifcretion is 
equally calculated to excite the difguft and 
indignation of every eftablithed fportiman 
‘im the field; that ridiculous vanity of try- 
ing the fpeed and oppreffing the fpirit of 
your horfe, in racing with every fympa- 
thetic competitor; and it would be very 
extraordinary in fo numerous a company, if 
one fool was long deprived the pleafure of 
finding @ companion. At the conclufion of 
the chace, whether the death of a rox 
or the taking of the DEER, . numerous 
temptations prefent themfelveg to the young 
and inexperienced fportfman, even in the 
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infancy of his initiation; while encounter. 
ing the various propofitions of the company, 
{uipended in opinion between the prevalence 
of inclination and power of ponfiftency, 


. Previous to the remarks I proceed to make, 

it is not inapplicable to introduce one obfer- 
vation relative to a termination of the diftin& 
chaces I have juft had occafion to mention ; 
for though the former muft be candidly 
acknowledged proportionally fevere in its 
courfe, it is by no means comparative in its 
duration. His Mayesty’s Red Deer, under 
the acknowledged excellence of their prefent 
eftablifhment, exceed in the length of their 
runs all former remembrance, and almoft every 
‘ conception of thofe unacquainted with the fub- 
jet; from three to four hours may be candidly 
confidered the average of each chace, with 
deer in high condition ; at the conclufion of 
which, it is no uncommon circumftance to 
be twenty, five and twenty, or thirty miles 
from home, or the place of turning out. 


This is the period when every imprudent 
or impatient rider fhould exert his judgment 
to difcover the flate of his horfe and regulate 

his 
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his proceedings accordingly ; horfes are never 
fo perfectly at eafe as in their own fables, 
which they fhould attain with all poffible 
¢onvenience. There are numbers who (with- 
out at all adverting to the length of the 
chace, or their diftance from home,) may 
be conftantly obferved cagerly enquiring the 
nearet way to the firft houfe of public ac- 
commodation, making what converts they 
can by example; where, without a reference 
to contingencies, horfes in fuch ftate are rathly 
configned to the umfidllied care and inceffant 
attention of the IMMACULATE OSTLER, (Gif 
the premifes are enabled to produce one) 
when they are ordered to be “ well cleaned,” 
** properly fed,” and ‘* fufficiently watered.” 
This important truft (for fuch it certainly is 
when thoroughly inveftigated) is thus dele- 
gated to an mferior power, that is perhaps in 
five minutes unavoidably compelled to aban- 
don it, and accept of a _/écond or third, which 
may be no more in his power to execute. 
Thus the commiflion is going on, while 
the sappy madvertent owners are gratifying 
their appetites and drowning their cares in 
all the luxuries of the manfion; indulging 
their vanity in a recital of their perfonal ex. 
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ploits, and an alternate defcription of | the 
, difficulties they had furmounted in the feve- 
rities of the chace: 


To thefe in the laudable habits of a dif- 
ferent practice, animadverfion upon the danger 
becomes fuperfluous ; but as there are thofe, 
who it is impoffible to convince of their 
errors, till repentance comes too late,’ it 
may prove no unfeafonable admonition to 
declare, from this kind of treatment only, I 
have been a witnefs to repeated inflances, 
where the horfes have never been brought 
again cout of the ftable, but in woeful pro- 
ceflion to the Collar Makers, who had pur- 
chafed their hides, 


The ftripping of a horfe to drefs him in 

a comfortleis ftable, with every pore of the 
frame relaxed to its utmoft extenfion, and — 
the additional Lappy introduction of a pail of © 
COLD WATER (as moft applicable. to the 
convenience of the offer or his deputy) has 
been the deftruGion of more horfes in dif 
ferent ways, than ever fuffered by the longett 
and moft terrible runs when rode with dift 
cretion. So much has been repeatedly. in- 
troduced 
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troduced upon the repulfion of perfpirative 
matter, from the furface to the different . 
parts of the frame, that not a fingle line can 
be required in elucidation’ of fo clear a part 
of the fubjed. | 


Steady and attentive obfervance has, years 
fince, convinced me of the inconfiftency of 
approaching a houfe of this kind in the gene- 
ral hurry and confufion, with any hope of 
obtaining the requifite attendance your horfe 
may prove in need of; a diffident applicant 
may ftand his hour unnoticed, and his gentle 
requefts unanfwered, while thofe fortunately 
pofiefled of unbownded confidence and fathion- 
able effrontery may probably fucceed in their 
applications, Itis therefore much more com- 
mendable to pafs gently on with your horfe 
to a houfe whofe prefent engagements are not 
fo numerous, which may generally be found 
in a few miles of your way homeward; here 
you become fo much the objeé& of attention, 
that you almoft obtain in anticipatian what 
you could not before acquire by the moft 
humble entreaty, This anfwers your pur- 
pofe perhaps in another refpe@, as your horfe 
will haye become cool and proper for what 
| attention 
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attention you find it neceffary to beftow ; for 

no horfe whatever, after a fevere run, fhould 

be placed in a ftable, or fuffered to ftand fill, 

till the encreafed velofity of the blood and 

the confequent perfpiration had gradually fub-_ 
fided to its former temperance. 


When your place of temporary conveni- 
ence is obtained, let be only thirty or forty 
minutes at moft, for the following purpofes 
‘of evacuation and nutrition: See that the 
ftable, and the ftall in that ftable, are made 
as near the warmth of your own as circum- 
ftances will permit; let the bridle be taken 
off, a handful of {weet hay thrown before 
him, the girths flackened, and the faddle juft 
foofened only from the back, to which it may 
adhere clofely by the long continued perf{pi- 
ration; let a fheet (or fuch fubftitute as the 
place affords) be thrown over his hind quar-~ 
ters, and the litter be plentifully fpread under 
his belly, to excite a falutary difcharge of 
urine, (by this time much wanted) obferving 
that he ftales without difficulty, and difplays 
no figns of ftrangury; if fo, they muft be 
attended to in the manner defcribed in the 
former volume, fhould nature be tardy in her 

own 
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own relicf and the violence of fymptoms 
increafe. 


Procraftinate any wants of Your own, 
and make up the deficiencies of the day in 
the extra comforts of the evening ; this will 
infure you the exquifite fenfation -arifing 
from an act of juftice and humanity. De- 
pend upon no pompous inftructions for the 
doubtful fupply of warm water neceflary to 
your purpofe or intention: diveft yourfelf of 
the rank folly of falfe confequence, and at- 
tend to the tmmediate procuration ; examine 
its proper warmth, and be yourfelf the trufty - 
fuperintendant, unlefs the favours of fortune 
and the fidelity of your fervant have luckily 
placed you above the neceffity of perfonal 
attendance. So foon as he has /a/ed, let ‘his 
head be well rubbed with part of a foft hay 
band, and thoroughly cleanfed with the bruth; 
draw his ears repeatedly through the hands, 
all which will prove perfectly refrefhing. 
The legs fhould be alfo well rubbed down 
with double whifps, to prevent an obftru@ion 
of the pores, or ftiffnefs from accumulated 
dirt and perfpiration, 


This. 
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This done, let a moderate feed of the beft 
corn your /ocal granary aftords, be thrown 
into the manger, and the door of the ftable 
immediately clofed: Having thus confcien- 
tioufly difcharged the incumbent oflice of 
grateful protection ; embrace the few minutes 
you have to fpare in obtaining for yourfelf, 
what little refrefiment nature ftands in need 
of. _ Let no inducement whatever from more 
unthinking, companions, attract your atten= 
tion from the ftate of your horfe to the cir- 
culation of the bottle; if once you fuffer 
your fober judgment torelax from» what 
fhould be the invariable maxim of your per= 
feverance, you know not where the indifere- 
tion ends; one fingle ftep of deviation from 
the line of prudence and propriety, frequently 
introduces a thoufand more to promote con- 
trition. 


Upon ample. demonftration,, that every 
horfe, fupported in. a domettic, ftile, has as 
fervent an attachment to his'own ftall as his 
matter to his own bed, and; will moft cheer- 
fully encounter (if neceflary) much additi- 
onal fatigue to attain it; there is no doubt 
but it is highly commendable to bridle him 

fo 
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fo foon as his corn is finifhed, and take him’ 
gently home, provided the diftance is not 
foo great, to prevent a comfort fo truly 
defirable to both the horfe and his rider; 
In this recommendation I feel myfelf per- 
fectly juftified, not only upon the experi- 
mental advantage of frequently taking ‘my 
horfe (in the way I have defcribed) upwards 
of twenty miles to his own ftall, which has 
been my invariable practice for more than 
twenty years, but the flattering gratification 
to obferve many of my friends as neguldaly 
follow the example. 


-No infectious folicitations, that fo con- 
{tantly feduce others to an immediate partici- 
pation of table comforts, ever have the moft 
trifling weight in the fcale of my pernr- 
MINATION ; dedicated entirely to the fafety 
of my horfe, no moment is unneceflarily 
wafted till he is “ rewarded according to. his 
deferts,’’ and fafely lodged in his own fable, 
beyond the probable reach of danger ; where, 
upon his arrival, (whether after a long or 
fhort return from either a fevere or mode- 
rate chace) the mode of management is cri- 
tically the fame; his legs and feet are not 

only 


only inftantly wafhed with warm water, but 
in fo doing, the neceflary infpection made, 
whether the moft trifling injuries have been 
fuftained by over-reaches, ftubs, or in lace- 
rations between hair and hoof; while this is 
doing, a portion of hay is thrown before 
him, and immediately after a pail of water, 
flichtly warm, to allay the violent thirft al- 
ways occafioned by long and fevere chaces. 
The ufual ceremeny of dreffing, feeding, 
oiling, ftopping, and other minutie of the 
{table is then gone through; too fyftemati- 
cally and generally underftood to require a 
{ingle line in explanation, 


A perfeverance in this rigidity of ftable 
difcipline and attention, unbiafled by the 
perfuafion or example of others, will always 
infure you the fuperiority of condition in 
the field; under the pleafing fenfation of 
your horfe being at home, and completely 
taken care of; when others, lefs con- 
fiderate, or lefs humane, are commencing a 
wretched journey of ten, fifteen, or twenty 
miles in a dreary winter's evening; or 
what is nearly upon a parallel of inconfift- 
ency, permit them to remain in a ftrange 


. (and 
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{and perhaps cold and uncomfortable) fta- 
ble, to be badly fed and worfe looked af. 
ter. But let it be either on or the other, 
refulting confequences are much the fame ; 
the porous fyftem is affected ina greater 

lefs degree, the coat becomes rough, 
and: unhealthy, bearing the appearance of 
HIDE-BOUND, and the perfpirative matter 
thus compulfively returned upon the circu- 
lation without abforption, mutt evidently 
foon appear to affect the eyes, lungs, or 
glandular parts; to the certain hazard of 
blinihiefs, afthma, broken wind, or fome one 
of the contingent ills fo repeatedly alluded 
to in various parts of this, as well as our 
former volume. 


Refpecting the article of Frrpinc, va- 
rious opinions are entertained, and perhaps 
no fmall number of thofe regulated by 
pecuniary confiderations ; it is, however, uni- 
verfally admitted, that Hunrers require 
‘a more extraordinary iupport than many 
horfes of different denominations ; but the 
particular reafons why extra fupport be- 
comes {fo immediately neceflary, is a mat- 
ter but little underftood by thofe not much 

CUE Z fub+ 
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fubject to abftrufe reafoning or remote con- 
viction. 


It has been repeatedly proved under the 
article of Exercise and its effects, that 
a want of action (when properly fupplied 
with food) overloads not only the frame 
with aliment, but the circulation with a 
fuperflux of nutrition ; it muft therefore evi- 
dently appear, by parity of reafoning, that 
great and conftant exertions in the chace 
muft neceflarily exhauft the fluids by per- 
fpiration, as the contents of the inteftines 
by evacuation; and unlefs the fyftem is 
fufficiently fupplied with nutritious, refto- 
rative, and healthy aliment (the beft in its 
kind) for the due fupport of thefe frequent 
difcharges, impoverifhed blood, lofs of 
fiefh, dejected fpirit, and bodily  debili- 
tation,, muft prove the inevitable confe- 
quence. 


After the moft attentive obfervation I 
have been able to beftow for a number of 
years, cultivating an anxious defire to difco- 
ver the proper criterion of fupport and gra- 
tification for horfes of this defcription, who 

5 are 
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are fair feeders, and do their work well; I 
could never find that a le{s portion than feven 
pecks or two buthels of corn, and two trufs 
(one hundred weight) of hay, per week, 
would keep them up toa proper degree of 
ftrength and appearance. ‘This is the leaft 
quantity of either, that any horfe of my own 
confumes in the hunting feafon; which al- 
lowance will conftitute fome entertainment, 
in contraft with the weakly fubfiftence of 
thofe metropolitan ftables, fo particularly al- 
luded to in page 199 of the work before us. 
In this calculation, the reader muft be in- 
formed, there is no conditional reference or 
allufion to horfes of weak appetites, that are 
off their food with every trifling exertion, 
or extra fatigue; they are by no means en- 
titled to a ftall in the ftable of an experienced 
{portfman, who, when fuch accidentally fall 
into his pofleflion, will undoubtedly foon 
extricate himfelf from the incumbrance 
without the leaft neceffity for my recom- 
mendation. 


Water is fo equally and efféntially re- 
quifite to the very exiftence of life, and 
performance of every function, that it be- 

Z 2 _ comes 
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comes entitled to a proper degree of con- 
fideration; but’ knowing (from the very 
nature of the enquiry) how little attention 
would be paid to a tedious and defultory 
diffufion of matter, upon the different 
‘kinds of water, their properties, the mine- 
tal particles they contain, the diftin® ftrata 
through which they run and become im- 
pregnated as they -pafs, with their pro- 
bable or poffible effets upon the conftitu- 


tions of horfes, would lead us again into’ 


avery extenfive and’ unentertaining field 
of phyfical difquifition, that we with by 
no means to renew,’ unlefs it could tend 
to enlighten the fubje@ or improve the 
judgement. In an attempt to fucceed ef- 
fectually in’ either,” Bracken mutt be 


eventually ‘cited to ‘juftify one aflertion, 


CLARKE to demonftrate another ;/the fum 
total of all which, ‘could amount only to 
an accumulation of conjefture refpe@ting 
fione, gravel, and ftrangury, without any 


_ thing being pofitively afcertained, by a ca- 


talogue of conditional {uppofitions, founded 
“upon ‘the various: properties of different 
waters, according to the foils’ through 

. which 
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which they run, or from whence they are 
extracted. } 


In fact, fuch accurate inveftigation has 
been made by Mr. Crarxe of this fub- 
je&, that it abfolutely precludes every pof- 
fibility of introducing a fingle line in ad- 
dition, without the appearance of. plagia- 
rifm; but with due deference to ‘his good 
intent, and true phyfical diftinction, I can- 
not but conceive, that fo general a defcrip- 
tion of the different kinds of water will 
afford but little fatisfaction to thofe. who 
are inevitably compelled to abide by the 
local properties of their own country; 
without the bare poffibility of an alterna- 
tive, 


Taking this circumftance into confide- 
ration, I think it can be’only neceflary to 
take up the fubject upon a general. ground ; 
merely to introduce fuch few remarks upon 
the quantity and quality of water, as is evi- 
dently ‘moft. applicable to the /fate,- con- 
dition, and purpofe, of thofe horfes whofe 
fituation, circumftances, or flutuations of 

Z 3 ito weather; 
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weather, render their watering in the ftable 
a bufinefs totally unavoidable. 


I have in different’ parts of my former 
volume, faid what then became applicable 
upon this fubject; but we now proceed 
a few fteps farther, in elucidation of any 
deficiency; and the more particularly as 
our remarks conftitute a link of continuity 
to the prefent chain of inftruction.. It can 
never have efcaped the attention of the 
mo{t fuperficial obferver, what a wonderful 
change is almoft inftantaneoufly produced in 
the appearance and fenfations of a horfe, by 
a gratification of thirft in we// or pump wa- 
ter, but more particularly if given in the 
{table cold and in the winter feafon. In 
‘moft horfes a violent fhivering and ftaring 
of the coat immediately fucceed, and con- 
tinue more or lefs without intermiffion; 
_thofe conftantly fupplied in this. manner 
having always a coat nearly of two colours, 
(that is, one half ftanding on end, and the 
other part fmooth) difplaying a feurfy dufty 
hue at the bottom, evidently the effect of a 
repeated collapfion of the porous fyftem and 
frequent obftruction of infenfible perfpiration. 

To 
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To prevent, by every poffible means, the 
hazard of fuch inconvenience as mutt evi- 
dently enfue from treatment {0 highly impro- 
per; horfes fhould invariably, when the {ea- 
fons and the ftate of thofe feafons will per- 
mit, be watered abroad at either pond or pool 
of foft and well fheltered water; as greatly 
preferable to the harfh and chilling frigidity 
of thofe we have defcribed. But even in 
this mode, a horfe fhould never be per- 
mitted to glut himfelf to the leaft degree 
of fatiety; for having no regulator but ap~ 
petite, no guide but inclination, they very 
frequently (under management of the inad- 
vertent and inconfiderate) drink to an ex- 
cefs, occafioning the moft excruciating pain, . 
and no trifling degree of danger and dif- 
quietude. Six or feven quarts need never 
be exceeded to horfes of this clafs at one 
time, and that as regularly divided in re- 
{pect to the egual arrangement of time as 
circumftances will permit; to be repeated 
twice in twenty-four hours, at nearly the 
diftance of twe/ve from each other, to avoid 
the frequent folly of having water fwice 
in about eight hours, remaining sixTEEN 


without. 
Z 4. When 
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When the feverity of the weather, as 
rain, fro, or fnow, prevents horfes of this 
defcription from being watered in fuch way ; 
the only prudent alternative (to avoid every 
inconvenicnee) is to furhith them wh ft 
water from fuch receptacles in the ftableé, 
either.1n iis natural fate, or with the chill 
taken off, ‘as the! feafon and circumftances 
may require; letting the fubje@& almoft im- 
mediately undergo a brifk bruthing over for 
a quarter cf an hour or more, to enliven the 
circulation and prevent the difagreeable fen- 


fations of rigor and the effect of obftructed 
perfpiration, 


Tt now becomes neceflary we revert once 
more to the fubje&t of rxercise: upon 
the» utility Of which, we have alsehdy en- 
larged, under its diftin@ head, and from 
its numerous advantages and indifpenfible 
neceflity, cannot, in fact, be afraid of ine 
troducing too much; ‘it is the very foun- 
tain of ‘health, appetite, and invi: goration, 
without which, a horfe can never be ade- 
quate to the purpofe intended. Proper ex- 
ercife for horfes, denominated HUNTERS, 
and appropriated to no other ufe, fhould 

be 
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be almoft variable refpeting manner, 
length of time and diftance; though it 
mult be univerfally known fuch citcum= 
{tance becomes greatly dependent upon the 
feafon of the year, the ftate of the weather; 
the feverity of the preceding chace, and the 
condition of the horfe, 


Under fuch certain and unavoidable fluc- 
tuation, conditional initru€tions only can 
be admitted; fubje@& as they muft ever 
remain to the contingencies of inevitable 
diverfification. *« Horfes on the intervening 
days, during the /ir/? and Jaf weeks of each 
feafon, when the days are lone and feafons 
mild, fhould “be taken out twice a day ; 
for inftance, from eight to nine in the 
morning, and from four to five in the after- 
noon ; giving them their proper portion of 
water at fuch pond or pool of foft water as 
is moft remarkable for its’ falubrious pro- 
perties in the neighbourhood of refidence. 
Let the exercife be moderate, and equally 
divided before and after the water; re- 
membering, as already obferved, fo regulate 
the /ength and frength of the exercife by 
the conpr Tron of the horfe, 


If 
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If he is of high fpirit, and fo much above 
his work, that he encreafes in fleth, indica- 
ting the leaft difplay of foulnefs from re- 
pletion, let his exercife be proportionally 
extended ; on the contrary, if the fubject is 
of flender conftitution, lax habit, light in 
the carcafe, and weak appetite, the digef- 
tive powers muft be confequently deficient, 
and proceedings regulated accordingly ; be- 
coming entirely dependent upon circum- 
ftances and judicious fuper-intendance. 


In what I term the four centrical months 
of the hunting feafon, when the days are 
exceedingly {hort, and the weather fevere; 
the mode of exercife muft be varied, and 
rendered fubfervient to the changes that oc- 
cur; taking them out at fuch times as 
may be found moft convenient under dith- — 
culties that frequently arife. The rule, 
however, beft adapted to general practice 
in favourable weather, is to let them have 
their exercife at once, and that in the 
middle of the day, between or from the 
hours of é/even to one; equally avoiding the 
chilling fogs of the morning, and damps 
of the evening: having it always in re- 

membrance, 
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membrance, that when prevented (by the 
continuance of inceflant rain, or deep fall 
of {now upon the ground) from taking 
them out at all, their dreffings are increaf- 
ed, and patiently perfevered in, to enliven 
the circulation, promote the fecretions and 
evacuations, as the only fubftitute for the 
more fubftantial advantage of regular ex- 
ercife. 


It is a cafe too frequently obferved, and 
indeed almoft generally known, that the 
horfes of Gentlemen are fometimes un- 
luckily fubject, i all weathers, toa part of 
their exercife at the door of an obfcure ale- 
houfe; for however hofpitable may be the 
manfion of the mafter, ftill the prevalence 
of “ DAMNED cusToM” has rendered it 
fo predominant, it is in a certain degree 
fathionable with thofe faithful and trufty 
fervants, who, poffeffing neither innate 
principal nor perfonal gratitude, render the 
moft valuable property of their employers 
dangeroufly fubfervient to the paltry incon- 
fiftency and gratification of their own in- 
clinations. 


Having 
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Having omitted, upon the fubje& of dif- 
eafed eyes, to introduce a matter of opi- 
nion that fhould have appeared with more 
propriety under the article of ‘* SHorING,” 
and frequent ill ufage of Smirus; I am 
induced to fubmit it to confideration be- 
fore I take leave of the fubjeét before 
us. It is what I have ever thought a too 
unjuftifiable and great exertion of ftrength, 
in the ufe and twift of the twitch, when 
a horfe is put into that excruciating ftate 
of coercion for fhoeing, or any other ope- 
ration. In this extremity of pain and hu- 
miliation, the eyes are frequently obferved 
agitated, even to the expulfion of tears, 
from the great irritability, and greater fti- 
mulation of the nervous fyftem; this is 
fo feldom regulated by the falutary inter- 
pofition of judgment, humanity, and. difcre- 
tion, that I fhall ever retain doubts, from 
the obfervations I have made, whether va- 
rious defects in the eyes, or a paralytic ftate 
of the optic nerves, may not be very coms 
monly produced: by fuch means, when at+ 
tributed to more remote caufes. 


ROAD 
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ARE thofe in general performing the moft 
laborious work, and many of them enjoying 
the leaft accurate attention of any in the 
kingdom. It is in fact matter of {urprife, 
that a part of the {pecies conftituting the 
very bafis and fupport of inland» com- 
merce, the only means of expeditious travel- 
ling, and the advantages of general conveni- 
ence in bufinefs and pleafure, fhould: be fa 
cruelly neglected, or indifferently treated, 
as may be plainly perceived (without the 
eyes of Argus) in almoft every zum and a va- 
riety of private flables in every part of Eng- 
Jand. | 


Under this defcription come by much the 
greater part of all the horfes in conftant 
ufe; as it includes carriage horfes of every 
kind, roadfters and hacks, whether of GEN- 
TLEMEN, TRADESMEN, Of TRAVELLERS 
(commonly called riders) ; all which .con- 
{titute an infinity, as well in the metropolis 
as every part of the country. A very great 
9 proportion 
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proportion of thefe derive fo little fupport 
from the ocular infpection and perfonal care 
of their riders or drivers; that if the fecret 
interpofition of Providence did not influence 
a greater degree of affiftance in their favour, 
than thofe generally do who fhould: be their 
protectors, more poverty and bodily deftruc- 
tion muft inevitably enfue. 


Rules for felefting horfes in purchafe are 
fo plainly inculcated in the early part of the 
former volume, that they claim no part of 
our prefent attention; management, with 
fuch hints only as appertain to the tuition of 
young and inexperienced travellers, will 
form the fum total of arrangement under 
this head. It would prove matter of afto- 
nifhment to thofe not intimately’ acquainted 
with the general ftate, condition, and accom- 
modation of horfes, what labour they exe- 
cute, the incredible difficulties they fur- 
mount, the inceflant fatigue they patiently 
endure, and the little they fubfift on in the 
hands of hundreds, who feel no paffion but 
gain, no pride but infenfibility. 


The horfes pafling under the denomina- 
tion 
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tion of ROAD HORSES are fo exceedingly 
numerous of the different kinds, that a dif- 
tinct mode of treatment for each particular 
fort, would be extending the fubje@ to a 
length beyond the wifh and expectation of 
every reader. Such fele€tion may therefore 
be made from the general advice, as the en- 
quirer may find moft applicable to the ftate 
of his horfe and the purpofe of his appro- 
priation; though the inftruéctions may be 
confidered as more confiftently adapted to 
faddle and light carriage horfes, than thofe 
employed in heavy machines, road waggons, 
and the inferior vehicles in conftant ufe. 


Previous to farther embarkation upon that 
part of the fubject, it may not prove inappli- 
cable to take an oblique furvey of thofe pub- 
lic receptacles known by the appellation of 
inns ; originally intended and admirably cal- 
culated for the convenience and accommo- 
dation of travellers, but unfortunately, like 
many other inftitutions of general utility, per- 
verted to the worft of purpofes ; having be~ 
come fo numerous (for the advantage of their 
LICENCED contribution to government) that 
they find it convenient to practife every de- 

ree 
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gree of impofition and every fpecies of adul- 
teration, upon the plaufible plea of flate ne- 
ceflity and {elf-prefervation. 


Of thefe houfes there are in fad but two 
diftinét kinds, that fall within the neceflary 
circum{pection and remembrance of the tra- 
veller, for they are generally in the oppofite 
extreme ; the accommodations of one clafs 
are hojpitable, generous, humane, and confci- 
entious; the other, execrable to every excite- 
ment-of INDIGNATION. While the former 
are exerting every nerve to acquire fubfiftence 
and obtain approbation, with honefty and 
unfullied reputation; the latter are deriving 
‘indifcriminate fupport by every degree of 
DECERTION without doors, and every {pe- 
cies of PECUNIARY oppreflion within. | Ser- 
vants, it isa maxim, {oon acquire the virtues 
or vices of their employers, if they indulge 
a wifh to retain their fituations; and upon 
the truth of that ancient adage, “* birds of a 
feather flock together,” where you find the 
with to pleafe predominant in the mafter or 
miftrefs, you immediately obferve fympathe- 
tic affiduity in their dependents ; and this re- 
mark will hold good, with very few ex- 

ceptions, 
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éeptions, in almoft every inn from Yarmouth 
in Norfolk, to the land’s end in Cornwall. 


Under this eftablifhed truth, it is alfo an 
additional fact, that while the very refpect- 
able clafs, whofe integrity I applaud, and 
whofe affiduity the public perceive and pro- 
tect, are obtaining the very beft corn and 
hay that can be confumed upon the premifes, 
without refpect to the price of purchafe ; not 
more from a defire to promote their hourly 
encreafing reputation, than to gratify the 
happy fenfation of inherent probity ; the lat- 
ter are conftantly procuring the hay and corn 
only, that can be purchafed at the verY 
LOWEST PRICE, without a relative confidera- 
tion to guality, confcience, or reputation. 


Happy for the owners, much more happy 
for the fatigued and dejected horfes, if either 
pofleffed the good fortune or fagacity, to dif- 
cover the internal comforts by external ap- 
pearance ; nor can I conceive it would be 
bad policy in the very great numbers who 
conftantly travel, if they were to obtain by 
petition to parliament a egal injunétion, that 
the sicn without fhould be ftri€tly emble- 

Vor. II. Aa matic 
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matic of the treatment wrthin ; and thefe not 
correfponding, fhould be punifhed with the 
hi of licence upon refpeétable information. 
As it is, influenced by the power of external 
purity, we enter the gates of ‘© AN ANGEL,” 
and in a few minutes repentantly perceive 
we have been induced to encounter a DeEviL. 
Where we are taught to expect mecknefs 
from ‘* THE Lams,” we frequently find the 
ferocity of aA Lion. At the “ head of a 
KincG,” we meet accommodations for a 
Coster. Ata Castue, the manners of g 
Corrace. At the Ross, we are furrounded 
with THorns; and at the WHITE Raven, 
we difcoyer a Rook. 

Returning howeyer from a flight digreffion 
to the fubjeé in agitation, I muft confeds, 
OSTLERS aie a very yicful body of men indi- 


vidually confidered ; but long experience and 


attentive obfervation have rendered it an in- 
variable rule with me, to adopt the good old 
maxim of * never trufting them farther than 
I can fee them ;” and this upon the recollegti- 
on of a falfe manger having been difcovered at 
a principal inn in the town of my nativity, in 
the days of juvenility; and the correfpond~ 


ins 
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ing declaration of a LEGERDEMAIN ADVEN- 
TURER (at that time moft applicably in 
exhibition) whofe falutary caution I have ever 
retained: “ Look sHarp, for if your eyes 
are not quicker than my hands I fhall cere 
tainly deceive you.” This is a fpecies of de« 
ception fo conftantly practifed, and fo hap~+ 
pily enjoyed by the performers, that I make. 
it an invariable rule (by perfonal attendance) 
to fhield myfelf from the mortifying reflec 
tion of fo much impofition upon my pocket 
or my underftanding. 


It thould be confidered that RoAD HoasES 
of every denomination are, from their con- . 
ftant work and great utility, entitled toa pro- 
portional degree of care and attention with 
the moft valuable horfes in the kingdom ; 
for though it is by no means neceflary (but 
evidently improper) they fhould be in the 
fame high ftate of condition as horfes appro- 
priated to the higher {pheres of racing and 
hunting ; yet there is a certain fy{tematic uni- 
formity in their mode of treatment, that re- 
gularly adhered to, will prove equally advan- 
tageous with one clafs, as the almoft unbound- 
ed circumfpection fo earneftly recommended 


with the other. 
Aa 2 For 
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For inftance, very warm ftables and a pro- 
fufion of body cloths are to be avoided, with 
horfes that are neceflarily deftined to enter a 
variety upon the road in conftant travelling ; 
encountering the extremes of heat and cold, 
the indifference of aliment, the various kinds 
‘of water, and different modes of treatment. 
Many of thefe, although not in the imme- 
diate need of fuch large portions of NuTRI- 
MENT as thofe in the habit of more violent 
exertions ; yet they are entitled to all the ufe- 
ful minutiz of {table difcipline, that fo clearly 
contribute to the prefervation of health, in 
horfes of a fuperior defcription. 


Horfes coming under the denomination of 
ROAD HORSES, Of common hacks in occa- 
fional excurfions and diurnal domeftic em- 
ployment, will fupport themfelves in good 
ftate (with moderate gentle work) upon 
three feeds of corn; on the contrary, horfes 
of every kind, in conftant work and exer- 
tions of magnitude, (as inceflant journeying, 
or travelling poft) muft be fupplied, az leaft, 
with a peck of corn a day. Large and 
{trong carriage horfes in perpetual work, 


will 
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will require confiderably more, or become 
emaciated by lofs of flefh in frequent per- 
fpiration. Thefe rules are offered as a kind 
of general ftandard ; they muft, however, re= 
main fubject to the conditional regulations of 
thofe who become individually interefted. in 
the event. 


There are numerous caufes to be affigned 
why horfes conftantly ufed in travelling (par- 
ticularly in the winter) and fubjeé to all the 
viciflitudes of different ftabling upon the 
roads, moftly bear the appearance of inva- 
lids, and look fo very different from thofe 
kept under a fyftematic and invariable mode 
of management in private ftables. The de- 
grees of deception, and various ills they have 
to encounter in many inns, are abfolutely 
incredible, to thofe unacquainted with she 
arts in fafhionable practice ; the deftructive 
negligence of O/flers, the badne/s of hay, the 
hardne/s of pump water, and what is {till 
more to be lamented, the scarcity or 
CORN, render it a matter of aftonifhment how 
they are enabled to perform journies of fuch 
an amazing extent as they are des sla 


-deftined to. 
Aa 3 By 
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By way of prelude to the inftru€tions I 
conceive requilite, to form the mind of 
every young and inexperienced traveller ; 
it cannot be confidered inapplicable to 
firengthen the inculcation by a fhort re- 
cital of an introduétory fact that not long 
fince occurred in the neighbourhood of my 
prefent refidence: Where a farmer enjoyed 
his moiety of land at a very eafy rent, under 
an excellent landlord, and no immoderate 
opprefiion from parochial taxes ; and though 
he was univerfally known to be an honetft 
induftrious man, yet repeated harve/ts pro- 
duced nothing but additional deficiences ; in 
fhort, circumftances became annually more 
and more contracted, till DIRE NECESSITY 
compelled him to relinquith both land and 
habitation, without having it in his power ta 
accufe Providence of srvERITY, or himfelf 
of NEGLECT, 


He was foon fucceeded, at an advanced 
rent, by a.man who was equally honett, 
fober, and induftrious with himfelf 3; who 
continued plodding on under the happy 
confolation of finding every harvett produce 
additional gain and eccumulation of profit. 


As 
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As FAME is feldom erroneous zz this parti- 
cular, his predecefior hearing of his fuccefs, 
under a confiderable advance of rent, took 
the liberty of calling upon him, with a 
blunt but honeft apology ‘ for afking fo 
impertinent a queftion ; but it was, to be in- 
formed how he, who had the farm ata 
much eafier rent, could not even pay that 
rent and fubfift his family with all his care 
and ceconomy ; while his fuccefior was not 
only evidently doing this, but daily increaf- 
ing his ftock from the fuperflux?” When 
the other replied, that the whole art of his 
fuccefs and improvement-of the premifes, 
confifted in nothing more than an invariable 
adherence to two words and their confe- 
quence ;. that when his predeceffor. held the 
farm, a too implicit confidence in and reli- 
ance upon his fervants led him into unex- 
pected and rnvisisxe loffes. You, fays he, 
always ordered your dependents to ‘* Go” 
and do ¢his, that, or the other; my plan is 
the very fame as yours in every other re- 
fpect but this; from the firft hour of my 
coming into the farm it has been my con- 
ftant maxim to fay, ‘‘ LeT’s Go;” the effect 
of which has evidently oceifioned the very 
Aa‘4 . wide 
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wide difference between your circumftances 
and mune. 


There certainly can be no doubt but the 
farmer’s excellent maxim fhould be adopted 
by all thofe who rely too much upon the af- 
fected diligence of off/ers, and pretended fide- 
lity of /ervants; without a fingle confiftent 
reflection upon the caufe of their approaching 
every day nearer to poverty. For my own 
part, lam not at all afhamed to acknowledge, 
if my horfes are in higher condition as to ex- 
ternal appearance, f{tronger in the cHACB, or 
more re{pectable upon the Roap than my 
neighbours, it is only to be attributed to the 
admirable admonition of ‘* LET’s Go,” under 
which incredible advantage of perfonal /uper- 
intendance 1 become fecurity for the certain 
execution of my OWN ORDERS. 


This to the inattentive or inconfiderate, — 
may favor too ftrong of rigidity, and feem 
ftriking too much at the charaéters. of 
fervants in general; however, the more 
prudent and difcriminating will know in 
what degree to admit the exception, con- 
cluding there may be fome entitled to a 


proper 
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proper extenfion of confidence; though 
taken in the aggregate, the proportion is 
fo exceedingly inferior, that we/l-bought ex- 
PERIENCE’ amply juftifies me in the opi- 
nion, that the greater number of depen- 
dents there are retained in any one family, 
(however {mall the fcale, or extenfive the 
eftablifhment,) the more the employer be- 
comes the hourly prey of plunder and im- 
pofition. 


Habituated to a belief of this fact, which 
it is beyond the power of either argu- 
ment or fophiftry to difprove ; I have long 
held in retention two excellent maxims 
(originally from high authority) that confti- 
tute a ufeful Trio, in conjun@ion with 
the emphatical precepr of the farmer. 
That of “ never putting off till to-morrow 
what can be done to-day ;” or, “ letting an- 
other do for you, what you can do for 
yourfelf.’ Thefe rules conditionally ad- 
hered to, as much as circumftances, fitua- 

| tion, and relative _confiderations will ad- 
mit; would, I believe, have faved from 
ruin, THOUSANDs who have been depre- 
dated by the villainy of fervants, and now 
; lament, 
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lament, in the moft diftreffing indigence, 
their former inadvertency. 


Thefe admonitions are introduced merely 
as a mirror worthy the accurate infpeétion 
and remembrance of thofe inconfiftent be- 
ings, who, difmounting at the different 
inns upon a journey, give their confe- 
quential inftructions to an oftler, or perhaps 
a flable boy, and never condefcend even 
to /ook upon the poor animal again, till 
neceflarily produced for the continuance of 
his journey, at the end of twelve, twenty- 
four, or eight and forty hours. This almoft 
incredible infenfibility and felf-importance, 
brings to memory the pompofity of a me- 
dical ftudent frefh from the trammels of 
hofpital attendance, and lectures upon Os- 
TEOLOGY ; whofe head was fo replete with 
anatomical phrafeology, that his mouth was 
never permitted to open but in a difplay 
of profeffional ability. For riding into one 
of the principal inns, in the firft town in 
the county, and alighting from a poney of © 
fmall dimenfions, he vociferoufly reiterated 
the appellation of “ Osrrier!” “ Sir!” 
«© diveft my horfe of his zteguments !” 
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Of the felf-fame dignity was poor 
WIGNELL, an inferior actor, but <“ frock 
King,” of Covent Garden Theatre for many 
years; whofe ftage confequence became fo 
habitual to him, he could never be divefted | 
of it in the moft trifling occurrences of 
common life. At the conclufion of the 
winter feafon, when making his itinerant 
excurfion to join a company -in the coun- 
try for the fummer, he difmounted at an 
inn upon the road, and ordering proper 
proportions of corn and water for the 
BucePHa.us on which he rode, enjoyed 
himfelf moft luxurioufly upon the beft 
to be produced. When fatiate with good 
living, he depofited his pecuniary compen- 
fation, and fallying forth, exclaimed moft 
theatrically for the “* Osrrer;” who 
appearing, the gueft approached him with 
his whip clenched in his hand (in the 
manner of a truncheon, like the Ghoft in 
Hamlet), {till continuing to call upon the 
* OstierR.” The oftler recovering from the 
firft furprife, ventured, after fome trifling 
hefitation, to anfwer, but with doubt and, 
difmay, ** Sir!” «© When my feed has put 
a period to his provender, en him.” 

This 
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This was a thunder ftroke to a man little 
read in fcripture, and a ftranger to he- 
roics, particularly when accompanied’ with 
tragic EMPHASIS and ELocuTiIoNn. John 
not knowing, and not being able to divine 
the meaning of this majeftic injunétion, 
{cratched his head, and tremblingly re- 
echoed, “ Si, Si,r!” “ When my /eed 
has put a period to his provender, produce 
him.” ‘ Upon my foul, Sir, I don’t know 
what you mean!” ‘* Why, you fcoundrel ! 
when my horfe has eat his corn, bring him 
out of the ftable.”’ Whether he had real- 
ly been put in poffeffion of any corn at 
all, was a matter of no PERSONAL CON- 
CERN to poor WIGNELL, provided he 
had the immaculate affurance of the O/- 
ler, that it was all confumed; and this, 
it is much to be regretted, is the invari- 
able cuftom of numbers, who deftitute of 
the finer feelings, and perfect ftrangers to 
the enlivening rays of HUMANITY, are 
open to no other fenfation, than the pre- 
dominant gratification of felf-prefervation. 


Returning, however, to the management 
of Roap Horsrs, whether on a journey 
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of continuance, or in their daily work at 
home, and refident in their own ftables, 
the fame care and attention are equally 
neceflary; I have ever (feelingly) found, 
SERVANTS at home require the fame cir- 
cumfpection and fuperintendance as Osr- 
LERs abroad; and happy that man, if one 
_ there is, who through life has had well- 
founded reafon to be of a different opi- 
nion; if fo, he is entitled to my beft 
congratulations, for poffeffing fo valuable 
a novelty. 


Hlorfes of this defcription have every 
claim with others to the fame regularity 
of ftable difcipline; they fthould be at all 
times as equally prepared for a journey, 
as their fuperiors for the chace; the faddle 
has as great a right to be complete and 
fit eafy, and the fhoes to be as firm as 
the firft hunter in the kingdom. They 
are at all times entitled to fubftantial dref- 
fing, good foft water, and proper exercife ; 
their legs and heels to be well wathed 
from dirt, and rubbed dry, in the winter 
feafon; their feet to be picked, ftopped, 
and hoofs oiled, at all feafons of the year; 

and 
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and their hay and corn as methodically 
given, and as good in its kind (if poffi- 
ble to be obtained, which in moft inns it 
is not) as to thofe of fuperior qualifica- 
tions. And thefe peculiar attentions become 
the more neceflary, if the owner, from that 
innate. monition that is an ornament to 
human nature; or the prevalence of fathion 
in external appearance, wifhes him to move 
with pleafure to himfelf, and credit to his 
matter. 


There are various matters of general 
concern, that require a little animadver- 
fion: Firft, the indifcreet at of riding a 
horfe to the end of his journey in a ftate 
of violent perfpiration, to be then led 
about in the hands of an Offler, till Ae 
cools; and this at alt times of the year, 
without the leaft refpe@t to feafons. The 
— abfurdity is fo palpable, under the defined 
effect. of obftructed perfpiration fo repeat- 
edly introduced, that an additional line is 
not required upon the fubje&: but that 
the inconfiftency of fuch practice may 
more forcibly affect thofe who perfevere 
only from inadyertency, and others who 

are 
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are fufficiently humble to imbibe inftruc- 
tion; let it be perfecily underftood, that 
any man riding very faft, without a fub- 
ftantial reafon, is never by the impartial 
Spectator taken for a Kine or a Conjurer. 


But left my unfupported opinion thould 
have no weight with fuch Hicuriyine 
gentry, I beg to advance a fenfible remark 
of a neighbouring friend (very recently 
made) who, in ferious converfation, af- 
fured me, “ he never faw a man gallop 
into or out of a town, but he was clearly 
convinced, the horfe was not H1s own, or 
the rider was either @ fool or a imadman.?” 
To this very fair and eandid inference, I 
am induced to add another corroboration 
of public opinion, upon what they. con- 
ceive the moft ftriking proof of their cou- 
rage and refpectability. An old farmer 
within three miles of my own refidence, 
having difmifled a brother of ‘the faculty 
who formerly attended his family, gave me 
this very concife reafon for fo daloas ‘ot 
did not choofe he fhould attend my fa- 
mily any longer, for he always rides fo 
Jo, Lam fure HE NEVER THINKs.” Is it 

poflible, 
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poflible, can it be hardly credible, that any 
rational compofition, after giving thefe 
truths (that have fallen from old and ex- 
perienced obfervers) a moment’s reflec- 
tion, will ever lay himfelf open to the 
feverity of farcafms, or rather juft con- 
temptuous reproofs, that inftantly confti- 
tute him a fool or a madman in the eyes 
of all the world? Under confiderations of 
fo much weight, I can have but little 
doubt that every random traveller, (not 
totally callous to the dictates of prudence 
and difcretion) ‘to whofe rumination thefe 
hints may become fubfervient; will, in 
future, diveft himfelf of his ARosraric 
FuRoR, and conclude his ftage or journey 
by fuch gradual declination of fpeed for 
the laft two or three miles, as may bring 
his horfe ‘oler‘ably cool into the proper re- - 
ceptacle, without perfevering in a_ public 
proof of folly, always productive of danger 
and certain contempt. 


As it is fo evidently proper to ride a 
horfe very moderately at the conclufion of a 
journey, fo it muft.prove equally neceffary 
at the beginning. When a horfe is brought 
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out of the ftable with the ftomach and in- 
teftines expanded with food. and excrement, 
he cannot encounter RAPID EXERTION with- 
out much difficulty and temporary inconveni- 
ence, till the inteftinal accumulation is con- 
fiderably reduced and carried off by repeated 
evacuations; the work of digeftion fhould 
alfo be gradually effected to, relieve the fto- 
mach, and take from the preflure that muft 
inevitably fall upon the lobes of the lungs, 
(reftraining their natural elafticity) under 
which the horfe muft move with a- load of 
difquietude till {uch weight is Fee aes 
-removed. 


The certainty of this fact every reader of 
no more than common fagacity will difcover, 
without further information from me; when 
I refer him to his recollection, for the great _ 
difficulty a horfe encounters, when put into 
HASTY ACTION, after receiving his por- 
tion of food and water, either at morning, 
noon, or night. From this remark directly 
branches another, equally worthy the confi- 
deration of travellers; that is, the almoft 
univerfal abfurdity of giving, or rather order- 
ing their horfcs a pail of cold water (ufually 

Vou. Il. Bb in 
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in inn yards from the pump) in the morning, 
fometimes before, (which is ridiculous in the 
extreme) but generally zmmediately after they 
have {walléwed their corn ; upon an erroneous 
{uppofition, that upon fuch accuMULATED 
STUFFING, they will be enabled to furmount 
all the difficulties of a long and fatiguing 
journey. , 


Upon the inconfiftency of this practice, I 
beg to appeal only to the unprejudiced re- 
membrance of thofe who have unthinkingly 
adopted it; whether horfes thus loaded, do 
not travel for fome miles with the greateft 
{eeming labour and inconvenience? Admitting 
this pofition without a fingle exception, there 
cannot bea remaining doubt, but thofe horfes, 
eommencing their journey almoft immediately 
after the ftomach becomes expanded with 
the accuftomed portion of hay and corn; 
had with much more propriety proceed a few 
miles gently on the road, and take their water 
at a foft STANDING POND, or Poort, when 
the frame (by preceding evacuations) is more 
adapted to receive it. But even in this al- 
ternative, proper difcrimination is abfolutely 
neceffary ; for horfes, either on a journey or 
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in common exercife, fhould never be per- 
mitted to drink at all in /harp fhallow /treams, 
that run over a rufty gravel, or through a 
black peaty foil; they are equally -harth, and 
feldom or never fail to have a fevere effec 
upon the inteftinal canal, in producing fret 
or cholic in a greater or lefs degree, and fet- 
ting the coat by a fudden collapfion of the 
cutaneous pores ina few minutes after ufe. 


To enumerate the minutie of MANAGE- 
MENT, and bring it into a concife and fingle 
point of view, I heartily (and upon experi- 
mental proof of the advantage) recommend 
every perfon upon a journey, wether long or 
fhort, who takes up his temporary refidence 
AT INNS, to make it his invariable rule To 
sEE (by either himfelf or fervant) that his 
horfes are dreffed, fed, and watered; their 
heels wafhed, feet ftopped, hoofs oiled, and 
his equipments or apparatus, whether for 
riding or driving, examined as to their fafety, 
every night or morning; if not at every ftage ; 
perhaps the latter may always: prove the 
moft eligible, for thofe who will compound 
at a very triflng degree of additional trouble, 

Bb2 to 
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to uvoid the poffibility of unexpeéted danger 
or difappointment. 


To infure the execution of all which, with 
the lefs reluctance on the part of your depend- 
ents, let it be ever predominant in the mind, 
** to do as you would be done unto;” LiBE- 
RALITY Jjudicioufly exerted is the beft fecu- 
tity for a cheerful execution of your wifhes. 
It fhould be forcibly impreffed upon the mind 
of every traveller, who withes to become a 
gueft of refpectability, that « the labourer 
is worthy of his hire,” and the hope of re- 
ward fweetens labour. Upon the osrier, 
the WAITER, and the cHAMBER MAID, dee 
pends not only your comfort but your fafety ; 
~ and it is fo completely in the junétion of the 
trio, to render your armed chair eafy, or re- 
plete with the thorns of difquietude, that it 
will be not only neceflary you treat them with 
becoming civility, divefted of the difgufting 
pride of perfonal oftentation ; but take care 
to beftow fuch expreffive marks of your ap- 
probation, as will fufficiently influence them 
to confider you upon every future occafion, 


more the domeftic friend than the 


cafual 
ftranger. | | 
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In pecuniary compenfations of this kind 
it is ridiculous to be on the penurious fide of 
gratification ; a fingle fhilling very frequently, 
IN THEIR OPINIONS, conftitutes the line of 
diftinétion between “* aA GENTLEMAN” and 
“A BLACKGUARD ;” then who would en- 
counter 


** The infolence of office, and the fpurns 
‘« ‘That patient merit of th’ unworthy takes,” 


when “a good name,” with a profufion of 
adulation, may be purchafed for fo paltry 
a confideration, In fhort, although the ex- 
pences attendant upon the conveniences of 
fuch receptacles conftitute a tax of enormity ; 
yet if you with to infure your own comfort, 
with the fafety of your horfe, you have no 
alternative but to confider them debts of 
honour that muft be paid. 


Before we bid adieu to the fubjeé of road 
horfes, it cannot prove inapplicable to intros 
duce a few remarks upon the inconfiftency of 
wathing the bodies of poft and ftage horfes 
all over with cold water, fo foon as they are 
taken out of their harnefs, when in the higheft 
ftate of perfpiration. This cuftom is be- 
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come fo univerfal, that we perceive its adoption 
in almoft every inn yard of eminence through 
the kingdom: That I may, however, avoid 
the accufation of rafhly condemnin ga practice 
fo numeroufly fupported, I fhall only ftart 
fuch matters of opinion for due deliberation, 
as may more materially concern thofe inte- 
refted in the confequence. 


That is, whether it is poffible to believe, 
(after a moment’s reflection) that a horfe who 
has gone ten, fifteen, or twenty miles with. 
great exertion, and is brought in with the per- 
{pirable matter pafling off in ftreams ; can be 
completely plunged into a torrent of coLp 
WATER, without at leaft the very great pro- 
ability of deftructive confequences, from in- 
ftantaneoufly clofing the cuticular pores, and 
inevitably locking up the whole mafs of {e- 
creted perfpirative matter in a ftate of tempo- 
rary ftagnation ? 


Yn this unnatural fhock the conttitution 
becomes the criterion of decifion, the whole 
3 afpect depending entirely upon the ftate of the 
blood; if the horfe thould be luckily free from 
every trait of difeafe, and rather Je/ow than 

above 


ROAD HORSES. © 375 


above himfelf in condition, difplaying a ftate 
of purity in appearance, nature may, under 
fuch favourable circumftances, prove herfelf 
adequate to the tafk of abforption, and it may 
be again received into the circulation, no ill 
‘confequences becoming perceptible: But 
fhould the vefiels have been before overload- 
ed, and the blood ina ftate of viscipiry, 
very great danger muft inevitably enfue; for 
the perfpirative matter thus preternaturally 
thrown upon the circulation, after acquiring 
by its ftagnation a proportional tenacity, muft 
render the whole fyftem liable to fudden in- 
flammation upon increafing the blood’s mo- 
tion to the leaft degree of velocity. 


To the perfuafive force of thefe probable 
effects, I have long fince become the greater 
convert, by attentively adverting to the great 
number of THose Horses that fo fuddenly 
drop dead upon the road, in the very next 
ftage after having undergone fuch unnatural 
ablution. To the rational or {cientific ob- 
ferver, the caufe of thefe deaths does not 
require a momentary inveftigation ; the fyftem 
of CIRCULATION, DERIVATION, REPLE- 
Jion, and REVULSION are too well under- 


Bb 4 ftood 


376 ROAD HORSES, 


ftood to hefitate a moment in pronouncing 
fuch fudden deaths to be generally occafioned 
by the means already affigned: ‘The phyfical 
procefs of which repulfion of perfpirative 
matter, and its effects upon various habits, 
are too minutely explained under the heads | 
of different difeafes, in many parts of our 
former volume, to render farther difquifition 
in the leaft neceflary. 


For my own part, ever open to intellectual 
improvement and conftantly courting con- 
viction, | moft anxioufly with to be informed, 
through the channel of fyftematic impartia- 
lity, what can be hoped, wifhed, or expected 
from a proceeding fo entirely new ; that can- 
not be more conliftently obtained by the ut- 
moft extent of fri€tion properly perfevered in, 
with the ufual modes of wispiNne, BRUSH- 
ING, and CLEANING, as in general ufe in 
almoft every ftable of uniformity in the king- 
dom. Nor can I at all conceive, as every 
thing that can be required relative to condi- 

ion, labour, and appearance is to ‘be effected 
by means divefted of danger ; why fuch un. 
jultifable modes need be brought into prac- 
tice, without a fingle coniiltent idea to juitify 
their 
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their introduction for either improvement of 
utility. | 


Having formerly made fome few obferva- 
tions upon the convenience of Public Repo- 
fitories for the fale of horfes by auction; I 
am induced, from a recent difeovery, to add 
a fingle remark upon one of their /ocal Jaws, 
indicative of great apparent probity in the 
proprictors of fuch receptacles, but replete 
with danger to thofe, who confign valuable 
horfes for fale, fhould the rules fo made be 
perfevered in. Since the publication of my 
former volume, a friend (upon my making 
an occafional journey to London) begeed me 
to execute the commiffion of felling a found 
five year old mare at one of the moft fafhion- 
able repofitories in the metropolis. Reaching 
London the day preceding the fale, and giv- 
ing my inftructions, I returned in the morn 
ing, and after amufing myfelf upon different 
parts of the premifes, accidently approached 
the puLPiIT ; upon which was affixed literary 
information, ‘ that perfons felling horfes 
WARRANTED SOUND ona Monday were en- 
titled to the money on Friday, and thofe fo fold 
and warranted on @ Thurjday might receive 
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payment on the following Monday ; if in the 
mean time fuch horfe or horfes were not re+ 
turned As UNsouND.” ‘The palpable abfur- 
dity of propofitions fo ridiculous and unjuft 
inftantly deranged all my premeditated plan 
of proceeding ; for upon re-confidering my 
commiffion and the conditions of fale, I found 
if the mare was fold at the hammer I had not 
only to make @ waiting job of four days in 
London for payment, but the chance of a 
LAME MARE at the-expiration of that time, 
inftead of the money, For the purchafer 
poficfling the privilege of riding her for fo 
long, might fo do to any diftance, or any 
degree of diftrefs; and not approving her in 
every action, had only to confer the favour 
of ¢ 4/w upon any particular part, to occa- 
fion temporary pain and limping, that might 
juftify a return under the plea of un/foundnefi, 
rendering the feller a dupe to the force of 
credulity and REPOSITORICAL INTEGRITY. 


Under the weight of indignation, that 
naturally arofe from ferious refletion, upon 
fuch an evident want of confiftency in mu- 
tual conditions that we are naturally to con- 
clude, sHouLp fix the ftandard of equiry, 

and 
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and prevent unfair preponderation in favour 
of ether buyer or feller; I returned the mare 
to the owner without expofing her to fale, 
with an invariable determination, never to 
fell a horfe of even TEN PouNDs value, 
where the purchafer may not only poffefs the 
privilege, but /uficient time to render him a 
complete cripple, by hard riding or bad 
management, leaving me no confolation but 
my own acquiefcence and extreme folly for 
repentance. 


Taking into confideration the very tedioug 
and expenfive litigations that have been car- 
ried on in our courts of law, upon the fub- 
ject of horfes proving unxfound fome time 
after fale and delivery; I think it neceflary 
(after proper reference to the definition of 
the word ** sounp,” in the early part of 
the former volume,) to introduce my. own 
method of difpofal, where I conceive the 
horfe to be perfectly healthy and entirely 
found at the moment of delivery, 


A learned Peer upon one bench, may, 
under fanction of an eminent fituation, 
and the advantage of coining a new law to 

| an{wer 
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anfwer every particular purpofe, dictatorially 
infinuate to a jury, “that a horfe thould 
‘continue found for a certain number of days, 
weeks, or months after the purchafe ;”” and 
fix upon a ftipulated fum for what he has 
condefcended to term ‘* A SOUND PRICE i 
. afcertaining fuch opinion an invariable crite- 
rion for all future decifions in Weftminfter- 
Hall: Or a worthy Baron upon another, 
“that a man may /awfully corre& his wife 
with a ftick no bigger than his THumB.” 
But however accurate fuch calculations may 
have been made by the very high and re- 
fpeGable authorities I allude to, they cannot 
be more free from cafual exceptions, than 
the great infinity of rules where ExcEPTIoNS 
are always admitted. 


However, as I confefs myfelf one of thofe » 
never implicitly bound merely by matter of 
opinion, with an utter averfion to difpofing of 
horfes in Weftminfter-Hall, and experimen- 
tally convinced how very fuddenly horfes fall 
fame without a vifible caufe; as well as how 
frequently they are attacked with acute difeafe 
and rapidly carried off without any particular 
reafon to be colledted EvEN FROM DissEc- 

TION ; 
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. T1on: Under the influence of thefe predo« 
minant facts, I have long fince adopted a cer= 
tain invariable mode of difpofal, that I con- 
{cientioufly recommend, to prevent difgrace 
on one fide, or diffatisfaGion on the other. 


My method is equally concife and deci- 
five: If the horfe is unequivocally sounp, 
Tam perfectly content to warrant him fo, 
even upon oath if required, to the hour of 
DELIVERY, but not a /ingle hour beyond it; 
for let it be held in memory, he is as liable 
to become Jame, difeafed, or a fubje& of 
diffolution, in that very hour, as in any 
other of his life—I am equally willing to 
fhow all his paces with hounds, or on the 
road, (according to his appropriation) but 
not mounted by @ ffranger, of whofe qua- 
lifications im riding I know as little as he 
does of my horfe in temper and aétion; and 
confequently, from a want of congeniality — 
between the natural difpofition of one, and 
correfponding pliability of the other, the 
horfe might be fhown to palpable difad- 
vantage. For it may be relied on, and ac- 
cepted as a certain fact, that almoft every 
horfe will move in another ftile, and difplay 

a very 
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avery different figure, when croffed by one 
that he is accuftomed to, who knows his 
tendencies, and the ftate of his mouth, than 
under the hands of one to whom he is totally 
unknown ; all which they have natural faga- 
city to difcover, in a much greater degree 
than generally believed by thofe who’ have 
had but flender opportunities of attending to 
their perfections. 


CRI MEN oe CPR B'S 


That has totally diffipated fome of the 
moft f{plendid fortunes in a very few years, 
and left the pofleffors to lament in Inp1- 


GENCE, the fatal effects of their credulity, | 


and the folly of infection; is entitled to 
fuch few remarks as appertain to the pre- 
valence of a fafhion that has, within a very 
fhort {pace of years, involved not only num- 
bers of the moft EMINENT CHARACTERS, 
but 4undreds of inferior, in the general ruin. 
For the laft half century this rage has been’ 
fo very predominant that great numbers even 


of 


eS al i 383 


of the commercial world could not with- 
ftand the force of temptation; to have a 
horfe or two IN TRAINING has been an 
object of the higheft ambition, to the gra- 
tification of which, every other profpect or 
purfuit has been rendered fubfervient. The 
contagion has been in its effects fo delufive, 
that Lottery Office Keepers and Pawnbrokers 
have been racing againft the horfes of Peers 
of the realm, to the inevitable accumulation 
of peBTs, the defrauding of crepriTors, 
and the promoting of BANKRUPTCIES. 
This is not calculated to create furprife, 
when it is not only recollected in rumination, 
but confirmed by time and experience, that 
nothing but a fortune of immenfity can ftand 
again{t the enormous expence of BREEDING 
and TRAINING ; the fluctuating uncertainty 
of the produce ; and laftly, what is ftill more 
to be dreaded, the inate villainy and jtudied 
deception of the fubordinate claffes, with 
whom your HONOUR and PROPERTY are 
eventually entrufted ; and upon whofe caprice, 
entereft, villainy, or integrity, you muft un- 
avoidably depend, to Carry your purpofes into 
execution. 


9 
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However ftrange and unpromifing this de- 
lineation may appear to the young and 
inexperienced {portiman, (who having no 
guile in his own difpofition, does not fuf- 
pect it in others) yet the projected villainies 
are fo numerous, and refined to fo many 
different degrees of deception, that in the 
prefent ftate of /porting purification, it is al- 
moft impoflible for any man to train and 
run a horfe, or make a fingle bet upon their 
fuccefs, without falling into one of the innu- 
merable plots that will be laid for his de- 
firuction. Exclufive of the experimental 
proofs we fhall have occafion to introduce 
in corroboration of this remark, it may not 
be out of point to obferve, that a late noble 
Lord, within my own memory, was fo well 
convinced of this faét, that when in the ab- 
folute pofleffion of a sTABLE OF WINNERS, 
he totally relinquifhed a purfuit of fo much 
pleafure, and fold off his ftud, rather than 
continue the ftanding prey of premeditated 
plunder ; convinced by long and attentive 
experience, no moderate fortune or common 
fagacity could fhield him from the joint 
rapacity of dependents, who were to parti- 

cipate 


fo BOR. 385 


cipate in the conftant depredation upon an 
individual. 


To this prudent decifion, he was juftly 
influenced by the eagerly expécted return of 
his training groom from a fummer expedition, 
with three running horfes of fome emi- 
nence, that had in their excurfion of little 
more than four months, obtained poffef- 
fion of feven fifty pound plates. But after 
having received the different ptizes, and 
difcharged all contingent expences, this 
FAITHFUL STEWARD, by the dint of 
arithmetical proficiency, brought his Maf- 
ter in debtor, upon the balance, upwards 
of fifty pounds. ‘This impofition (or rather 
_ robbery) too palpable not to be difcovered, 
his Lordfhip, with a degree of liberality 
fuperior to perfonal altercation, immedi- 
ately obliterated, and then declared his in- 
flexible determination to difcontinue both 
BREEDING and TRAINING, a refolution 
he fteadily perfevered in to the end of his 
life; nor has it been renewed by either of 
his fucceflors, though there are in the fa- 
mily manfion, as excitements, feveral capital 
paintings of many of the firft horfes of 

Vou, HH, 0 their 
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their timc, that: had been, bred by their 
different predecefiors. 


This judicious refignation proved only a 
voluntary prelude to the wonderful anni- 
hilation of property that has compulfively 
followed with thofe of lefs prudence, pe- 
netration, or refolution; in corroboration of 
which, we are prevented by delicacy alone, 
from an enumeration of even the initials ° 
only of the names of many eminent and 
ennobled characters, (formerly poffeffed of 
princely fortunes) who now /ubjj/t merely 
upon the fcanty favings from the wreck 
of indifcretion: {tripped of the numerous 
ftud and pompous appendages, to which 
their titles were blazoned forth in various 
lifts, of ** The famous high-bred running 
cattle,’ as well as the annual «“ Racing 
Calendar.” Some few of the Right Ho- 
nourable Adventurers have efcaped the 
** general ruin,” and fortunately retain their 
pofieffions and undiminifhed ftuds; but 
they are fo conftantly contraGing in num- 
ber, that they ferve only to eftablifh the 
admitted exception to rules, in which we 

may 


Pe Re 387 


may fairly infer their immenfe properties 
to have operated as preventatives. 


This {port, that has: for many years been 
fo exceedingly prevalent, is at length de- 
clining very faft among the middle and 
inferior clafies of people; and of this di-« 
minution the annual contribution of two 
guineas each to government is a fufficient 
proof, when it is known, that all the 
horfes that RUN, PAID, or RECEIVED FOR- 
FEIT, in the united kingdoms laft year, 
did not exceed eight hundred: a number 
that does not much furpafs the averaged 
half of horfes fupported in training fome 
few years paft; a circumftance that re- 
quires little farther corroboration, than the 
numerous plates advertifed in different parts, 
for the two or three laft years, that were 
never run for, ‘* for want of horfes.” 


This falling off may be juftly attributed 
to a combination of obftacles; the con- 
{tantly encreafing expence of TRAINING, 
the minifterial rAx, the profeffional dupli- 
city (or rather * family deception) of Rt1- 
_* Gamblers are known by the appellation of “ The 


Black Legged Family.” 
Ce DERS, 
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DERS, the heavy expenditure unavoidably 
attendant upon travelling from one feat of 
fport to another; the very great probabi- 
lity of accidents or breaking down im run- 
ning, with a long train of uncertainties, 
added to the infamous prattices of the 
“* Black Legged” fraternity, in perpetual 
intercourfe and affociation with both TRAIN- 
ERS and RIDERS; leaving the cafual fportf- 
man a very flender chance of winning one 
bet in zen, where any of this worthy fo- 
ciety are concerned; which they generally 
are by fome means, through the medium 
of occafional emiffaries, mercenary agents, 
or {table dependants, in conftant pay for the 
proftitution of every truft that has been im- 


plicitly repofed in them by their too credu- 
lous employers. 


Such incontrovertible truths may perhaps 
appear matters of mere conjeture and {pecu- 
lation to the young and inexperienced, who 
will undoubtedly believe with reluGtance, 
what is fo evidently calculated to difcourage 
the predominance of inclination; and not 
having explored the regions of difcovery, they 
may be induced to flatter themfelves with an 
opinion, that fuch reprefentation is a delufion 

intended 
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intended much more to entertain than com- 
municate inftruction. However, that the bu- 
finefs may be elucidated in fuch way, as will 
prove moft applicable to the nature of the 
cafe and the patience of the reader; it will 
be neceffaay to afford their practices fuch ex- 
planation, as may render the facility of exe- 
cution more familiar to the imagination of 
thofe, whofe fituations in life, or contracted 
opportunities, may have prevented their being 
at all informed upon the fubject in agitation. 


That thefe acts of -villainy may be the 
better underftood, it becomes applicable to 
obferve, that it is the perfevering practice of 
THE FAMILY, to have four, five, or fix 
known good runners in their poffeffion ; 
though for the convenience and greater cer- 
tainty of public depredation, they pafs as the 
diftinét property of different members: but 
this is by no means the cafe, for they are 
as much the joint ftock of the party, as is 
the ftock in trade of the firft firm in the city. 
The fpeed and bottom of thefe horfes are 
as accurately known to each individual of 
the brotherhood, and they are in general 
(without an unexpected accident which fome- 
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times happens) as well convinced before 
frarting, whether they can beat their com- 
petitors, as if the race was abfolutely deter- 
mined, 


This, however, is only the neceflary ground 
work of deception, upon which every part 
of the fuperftructure is to be raifed: as they 
experimentally know how little money is to 
be got by winning, they feldom permit that 
to become an object of momentary confider- 
ation; and being no flaves to the {pecious 
delufions of HonNouR, generally make their 
market by the revere, but more particularly 
where they are the leaft expected to hfe: 
that is, they fucceed beft in their general de- 
predations by /o/zg where their horfes are the 
favourites at high odds after a heat or two, 
when expected to win toa certainty, which 
they as PRUDENTLY take care to prevent. 


This bufinefs, to infure fuccefs and emo- 
lument, is carried on by fuch a combination 
of villainy ; fuch a fympathetic chain of hor- 
rid machination, as it is much to be law. 
mented could ever enter the minds of de- 
generate men for the purvofes of deftruion, 

: The 
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The various modes of practice and impofi- 
tion are too numerous and extenfive to ad- 
mit of general explanation; the purport of 
the prefent epitome or contracted defcription 
being intended to operate merely as a guard 
to thofe, who are totally unacquainted with 
the znfamy of the party, whofe MERITS we 
mean to defcribe. 


The principal (that is, the oftenfible pro- 
prictor of the horfe for the day) is to be found 
in the centre of the “‘ BETTING RING,” 
previous to the ftarting of the horfe, fur- 
rounded by the {porting multitude ; amongtt 
whom his emiflaries place themfelves to per- 
form their deftined parts in the acts of villainy 
regularly carried on upon thefe occafions ; but 
more particularly at all the meetings within 
thirty or forty miles of the metropolis. 
In this confpicuous fituation, he forms a 
variety of PRETENDED BETS with his 
confederates, in favour of his own horfe; 
fuch bait the unthinking byftanders immedi- 
ately {wallow, and proceeding upon this thew 
of confidence, .4ack him themfelves: thefe 
offers are immediately accepted to any 
amount by the emiflaries before-mentioned, 
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and is in fact no more than a palpable rob. 
bery ; as the horfe, it is already determined 
BY THE FAMILY, is not ta win, and the 


money /2 betted is as certainly their own as 
if already decided, 


This part of the bufinefs being tranfaét- 
ed, a new fcene of tergiverfation becomes 
neceffary; the horfe being mounted, the 
rider is whifpered by the zonal owner to 
win the firft heat if he can; this it is fre- 
quently in his power fo do ea/y, when he is 
confequently backed: at {till increafed odds as 
the expected winner; all which propofed 
bets are inftantly taken by the emiffaries, or 
rather principals in the frm: when, to 
fhew us-the verfatility of rorTuNne, and the 
viciffitudes of the turf, he very unexpectedly 
becomes A LOSER, or perhaps runs out of the 
courfe, to the feigned difappcintment and 
affected forrow of the owner ; who publicly 
declares he has loft fo many “ {core pounds 
upon the race,’ whilft his confederates: are 
individually engaged in collecting their cer- 
tainties, previous to the CASTING UP 
STOCK, at the general rendezvous in the 
evening. 


To 
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To this plan there is a direct alternative, 
if there fhould be no chance (from his being 
fufficiently a favourite) of laying on money 
in this way; they them take the longeft odds 
they can obtain that he wins, and regulate or 
vary their betting by the event of each heat ; 
winning if they can, or lofing to @ certainty, 
as beft fuits the bets they have laid; which 
is accurately known by a pecuniary confulta- 
tion between the heats. From another de- 
gree of undifcoverable duplicity their greater 
emoluments arife: For inftance, letting a 
horfe of capital qualifications win and Lose 
almoft alternately at different places, as may 
be moft applicable to the betting for the day ; 
dependent entirely upon the ftate of public 
opinion, but to be ultimately decided by the 
latent villainy of the parties more immedi- 
ately concerned. 


Thefe, like other matters of magnitude, 
are not. to be rendered: infallible, without: 
the neceflary agents; that, like the {maller 
wheels of a curious piece of mechanifm, 
contribute their portion of power to give 
action: to the whole. So true is. the ancient - 
adage, * birds of a. feather flock together,” 

that 
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that RrpERs may be feleéted, who will prove 
inviolably faithful to the dictates of this 
party; that could not or would not reconcile 
an honourable attaehment to the firft no- 
blemen in the kingdom. Thefe are the in- 
fernal deceptions and acts of villany upon 
THE TuRP, that have driven noblemen, gen- 
tlemen, and fportfmen of honour, from what 
are called country courfers to their afylum of 
NEWMARKET; where, by the exclufion of 
THE FAMILY from their clubs, and their 
horfes from their suBSCRIPTIONS, SWEEP- 
STAKES and MATCHES, they render them- 
felves invulnerable to the often envemoned 
thafts of the moft premeditated (and in ge- 
meral well executed) villainy. 


_ Without entering into a tedious deferip- 
tion of the many poflible means by which 
depredations are committed upon the pro- 
perty of individuals, whom fathion ar incli- 
mation prompts to fport their money upon 
fuch occafions ; yet to render thefe villainous 
practices more familiar to the minds of _thofe 
who may increduloufly doubt the. poflibi- 
lity of deceptions of this kind, -inftances 
muit be adduced to eftablifh the certainty, 

of 
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of which there has been too many public 
proofs, to require the fpecification of any 
particular fact for the purpofe. It may fuf- 
fice to obferve, it is univerfally known fuch 
villainies have been repeatedly difcovered 
where the owners have been notorioufly dif- 
qualified by advertifements, from ever run- 
ning their horfes, and thofe riders from rid- 
ing, at the places where they have been fo 
juftly ftigmatized, and fo properly held in the 
utmoit contempt, ; 


Upon {fo precarious a tenure does every 
{porting man of fpirit retain his hope of 
fuccefs, that I will be bound to verify the 
affertion by innumerable inftances ; that no 
man living can BREED, TRAIN, and RUN 
his horfes to infure even a probability of 
emolument, by any honourable means what- 
ever. Noblemen and Gentlemen of im- 
menfe fortunes, to whom it is an amufe- 
ment, and who never know the want of 
annual receipts, in a repetition of thoufands ; 
may indulge themfelves in a gratification of 
their predominant withes, and feel no ill ef- 
fect from a variety of lofles, or perpetual ex- 
penditure. 

It 
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It is not fo with thofé of inferior property 
and fituation; as may be plainly perceived 
in the great number who become rotation- 
ally infe&ted with the experiment of train- 
ing for one fummer, but never repeat it. 
This is not at all to be wondered at, when 
we recolleét, that after all the expence, 
trouble, and anxiety, you have expofed 
yourfelf to, for the very difant chance of 
obtaining a fifty pound plate or two, with 
various deductions; you are at laft under 
the unavoidable neceflity of refigning the 
bridle into the hands of a man, who may 
perhaps prove one of she greate/? rafcals 
among the groupe we have already defcribed. 
For when thus {elected for fo important a 
truft, it may fo happen, you have never feen 
him before ; nor may 4e ever fee you again : 
On the contrary, he may be connected with 
a‘ little hoft or colleagues upon the courfé, 
with whom he is perpetually concerned in 
acts of reciprocal kindnefs and joint depre- 
dation. 


From fuch dangerous delegation, you can 
form (upon reflection) no hope’ of fuccefs ; 
unlefs your horie,’ by the rider’s endeavour 

to 
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to win, fhould prove productive of bets, 
beft fuiting the convenience of the ra- 
MILY. However, to render this perfectly 
clear, let us confirm the fa& by a ftate- 
ment not to be mifunderftood. Suppofe 
the owner of a horfe compenfates a rider, 
that he engages from an idea of his fu- 
perior ability, reputed integrity, or upon 
recommendation, with a promife of five 
guineas certain to ride according to inftruc- 
tions for each heat, and a conditional five 
or fez extra, if he wins. What can be the 
utmoft emolument to him by winning ? 
Why, as before ftated, either TEN or FIF- 
TEEN guineas! While, on the contrary, 
if the horfe is of charaéter and qualifi- 
cations, and the odds run a little in his 
favour for the laft heat; the induftrious 
efforts of the rider’s confederates, who are 
taking thofe very odds /aid upon the bhorfe, 
(that it is already pre-determined {hall lofe) 
they accumulate and divide much larger fums 
to a certainty, without the chance of lofing 
a fingle guinea. 


I thall not defcend to an cnumeration of 
a variety of practices that render plunder 
equally 
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equally fafe from detection; as giving 4 
horfe water in the night previous to the 
day of running ; of throwing a mild ca- 
thartic, or ftrong diuretic into the body; 
to produce indifpofition, and prevent the 
POSSIBILITY of a horfe winninc, when 
it is determined’ by the CABINET couN- 


SEL, that it is for the general good he muft 


LosE. If any rational being, any generous 
unfufpecting {portfman, or any juvenile no- 
viciate, has the moft. flender doubt re- 
maining of thefe practices, let me render 
the matter decifive, and bring it to a ne- 
ceflary conclufion, by a fingle queftion that 
will not require a moment's difcuffion in 


reply. 


By what other means than thofe al. 
ready defcribed between the FAMILY and 
THE RIDERS, have the numbers that are 
well known, and that we conitantly fee 
in the height of bufinefs in every popu- 
lous betting ring, arifen to a ftate of opu- 
lence? What can have exalted men who 
were bankrupts in trade; poft-chaife 
drivers, hair dreflers, waiters, footmen, 
nay, the loweft clafs of gamblers, (that abs 

folutely 
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folutely raifed contributions among the moft 
wretched, by even the infamous practices 

of “ pricking in the belt,” and < buftling 

in the hat,”) to their PHAETONS, borfes a 
training, and confpicuous feats in the firft 
fafhionable BETTING STANDS, (among the 
moft eminent characters in the kingdom) 
but fuch aéts of premeditated and deep laid 
villainy, as no man living can be guatded 
againit, if he embarks: or ventures his 
property amongft a /et of rufians, that are 
not only a notorious peft to fociety, but 
a dangerous nuifance and obftru@tion to one. 
of the nobleft diverfions our Kingdom has 
to boatt. 


Under fuch numerous difadvantages, it - 
muft prove palpably clear to every ob- 
ferver, that none but fportfmen with for. 
tunes of the firft magnitude, can conf{cien- 
tioufly enjoy the pleafure of ‘BREEDING, 
TRAINING, and RUNNING their horfes, 
without the perpetual dread. of approach 
ing ruin; in fact, of this fuch a repetition | 
of proofs have tranfpired within the Jaw 
twenty years, that the > leaft deferiptive 
corroboration becomes totally unneceflary. 

For 
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For my own part, I am decifively and 
experimentally convinced, no man in mo- 
derate circumftances, who cannot afford a 
daily proftitution of property for the in- 
ceffant gratification of dependent fharks on 
one hand, and the perpetual fupply of de- 
ceptive villains on the other, can never ex- 
pect to become the winner of MATCH, 
PLATE, or SWEEPSTAKES, unlefs he hap- 
pily poflefles the means and fituation to go 
through the bufinefs of trammg under his 
own roof, and riding his own borfe; or fix- 
ing firm reliance upon fome faithful do- 
meftic properly qualified, tetally uncon- 
nected with the contaminating crew, whofe 
conduct we have fo accurately delineated, 
without an additional ray of exaggeration. 
But as my declaration of proof collected 
from EXPERIMENTAL CONVICTION, may - 
not be generally accepted as {ufliciently 
authentic, without fome more powerful 
evidence than bare fuperficial affertion; I 
muft beg permiffion to conclude thefe ob- 
fervations, upon the prefent ftate and va- 
rious impofitions of THE TuRF, with the 
communication of a few perfonal occur- 
rences, that I doubt not will contribute 

fome, 
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fome weight to the opinions I have fubmit- 
ted to public confideration. 


In the fummer of feventeen hundred fe- 
venty-five, I ran a match of four miles, 
carrying twelve ftone, (with a gelding got 
by BroomsTicxk) againft a mare, the pro- 
perty of a gentleman of confiderable for- 
tune in the county of Effex, for fifty gui- 
neas. His extenfive property was confpi- 
cuous in an elegant manfion, a paddock 
of deer, a pack of harriers, and a liberal 
fubfcription to a neighbouring pack of fox 
hounds. That we might be equally free 
from even a chance of the deception in 
riding I have juft defcribed; we trufted to 
eur own abilities in jockeyfhip, for a deci-. 
fion in which JI conceived our honour and 
property were EQUALLY concerned. ‘The 
match, however, was decided againft him 
with perfec? eafé, upon which he loft fome 
confiderable bets; but in the mortification 
ef his difappointment, affeCting to believe it 
was won with much difficulty, he propofed 
to run the fame match on that day fort- 
night, upon my confenting to give him 
five pounds, or, in other words, to reduce 
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his weight to eleven ffone nine. This was 
inftantly acceded to, and many bets made 
in confequence, among our neighbouring 
friends; but previous to the day of run- 


ning, having accepted an invitation to his. 


houfe, he there of Lonourably offered to 
pay me the five and twenty guineas, before 
SM a es | would obligingly conde- 
fcend to let him win.” I have a firm 
and anxious hope, that every fport{man of 
integrity, whofe feclings vibrate in .unifon 
with my own, and who reads this ‘propo- 
fition with the indignation it is recited ; 

will do me the juftice to confider it more, 
proper, that he fhould conceive, than be- 
coming in me to relate, the particulars 
ot my behaviour upon fuch occafion. It 
muft fufhce to fay, I rode over the courfe 
without a companion; and as the match 
was, made PLAY or PAY, received the 
payment for my confolation. There are 
numerous and very powerful reafons, why 
I forbear to make a fingle remark upon 
this bufinefs; leaving it entirely, with | its 
infinity of annual f Rees to the diffe- 
rent imprefiions it may make upon the 
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PRINCIPLES Of the different readers to whom 
it will become a fubject. 


This was only a fingle attack, confe- 
quently parried with much greater eafe, 
than when affailed by an almoft incredible 

_combination of villainy, in running a 
match for the fame fum four years fince, 
upon one of the moft populous and fathion+ 
able courfes in the kingdom. But hav- 
ing ¢/en, as before, the fame invariable opi- 
nion of the duplicity practifed in TRAIN- 
mNG and RrpInG, I had never permitted 
the mare out of my pofleffion, or from 
under my own infpection, from the hour 
fhe was matched to tun; or intended her 
to be rode by any other perfon, than a lad of 
my own. that (literally {peaking) I initiated 
in ftable management and ¢raimed with the 
mare for the purpofe. 


Thus entrenched by prudence, and forti- 
fied by experience, it was impoflible for 
thofe concerned againft me, either by their 
numerous emiflaries, or induftrious adherents, 
to obtain the requifite intelligence of rria/s, 
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Sweats, or in fa& any neceffary information, 
by which their intentional villainy could: be 
promoted with a probability of fuccefs. But 
as adventurers of this complexion are never 
difconcerted by trifling obftacles, it will cre- 
ate no {mall degree of furprife, to thofe not 
at all apprifed of the various fhifts, inven- 
tions, and-{chemes of villainy in conftant 
practice upon the TuRF ; to be informed of 
the innumerable and remote contrivances, 
eternally adopted for the promotion of rob- 
bery and depredation upon others, as well as 
the execution of their intents upon me, 
which, however, very fortunately did not 
fucceed. 


On the day of running, having removed 
my mare from my own ftable to a reclufe 
and convenient houfe within two miles of 
the courfe; locked her up by five in the 
morning, and configned my lad to his pil- 
low, (to prevent either converfation cr com- 
munication,) I was almott immediately en- 
quired for by a jockey of fome eminence, 
whofe ability is held in tolerable eftima- 
tion. Being juft then in the aét of taking 
breakfaft, and the parlour door having been 
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left a very little open, I could juft diftin- 
guifh the parties; and diftin@ly heard the 
enquiring rider fay to his companion, “ If 
he'll let me ride her, Pll do him by G—d.” 
‘* Nay, then I have an eye upon you,” was 
a quotation that ftruck me with the full 
force of the author. Luckily fhielded with 
this confidence, I philofophically made my 
appearance ; when this hone/?f, worthy, im- 
maculate type of TURF INTEGRITY, made 
an apology for the liberty of troubling me, 
«* but he underftood I had a mare to run 
that day; that the oppofite party had not 
ufed him well in fome previous concerns ; 
he withed to be revenged, and with my 
permiffion he would ride the mare Gra- 
T1s, in which he would exert his greateft 
ability, and did not doubt but he fhould be 
able to beat them out of the world,” 


I was thankful to a degree of numt- 
LIATION for the liberality of his offer, per- 
fectly confcious of his kindnefs, and volun- 
tary attention to my interef#; but I was 
obftinately determined to ftand or fall by 
the effect of my own management, under 
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the additional difadvantage of a young and 
inexperienced rider. 


Previous to the day of running, I had re- 
peatedly and carefully inftructed my own lad 
in every minutie it became neceflary to have 
in conftant remembrance; naturally con- 
cluding to what an infinity of attacks ‘and 
deep laid fchemes he would be eternally 
open previous to the hour of ftarting. I 
had particularly cautioned him, not to deliver 


a weight out of his pocket from the ‘time . 


of weighing to his return to the fcale after 
the race, upon any account whatever ; not 
to pull up till he was confiderably paft the 
winning poe; nor to make even an effort 
to dijmount ull I led his horfe up to the 
| feale. All thefe very fortunately proved 
propitious precautions; for not one of the 
whole but was individually attacked, with a 
well fupported hope and unremitting ex pec- 
tation, of rendering us dupes to an efta- 
bhithed courfe of villainy, that it is to be 
regretied fo trequently fucceeds. 


When juft going to ftart, a real friend, or 
rather an Lone/? man, who had that moment 
heard the fecret tranipire in @ whi/per, came 


and 
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and told him they hdd weighed him, zen 
Jtone four pounds, placing four pounds in his 
pockets more than he was entitled to carry ; 
advifing him to ride up to the {cale and infitt 
lipon Being te-weighed ; but adhering clofely 
to thy inftruGions; he refufed to difmount; 
or telinquifh a fingle weight, and abfolutely 
won his match with four pounds more than 
he fhotld have carried: Fifty yards before 
he reached the winning poft, one of the party 
clamoroufly commanded him #0 pull up, - 
faying, the othér ‘* would never overtake 
him ;” the moment I hed his horfe by the 
bridle leading him to the fcale,-another vo- 
ciferotifly-enjoined hin * to get off and not 
diftre/s the mare ;” either of which, not pre- 
Vioufly guarded againft, but inadvertently 
complied with, muft have inévitably loft the 
very confiderable fum I had depending upon 
the event. 


But to confirm beyond . every fhadow of 
doubt this horrid feené of deliberate villainy 
and deception ; 3; while the mhre was rubbing 
down at a {mall diftance from the courfé, af 
ter witining the race and recetving the ftakes, 
# pérfon came and mide enquiry, whether 
© a jockey had not been with me that morn- 
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ing early, making an offer to ride my mare, 
GRATIS!” Upon my anfwering in the af- 
firmative, he affured me I had a very nar- 
row efcape; for ‘ he had fat the preced- 
ing evening in an adjoining room, divided 
only by a deal partition, and heard the entire 
plan formed by the party concerned; that 
if I confented to let him ride, my mare was 
to Jofe, and he was To BE REWARDED.” 


_ However trifling or fuperfluous a recital 
of thefe circumftances may appear to the 
well informed and long experienced fportf- 
man ; they are no lefs neceffary with the, ju- 
venile adventurer, to eftablith the exiftence 
of facts, and expofe the various means of 
almott inexplicable duplicity, invention, and 
impofition, by which the opuLENT, LIBE- 
RAL, and INCONSIDERATE are fo frequently 
reduced to a ftate of repentant deftru@tion. 
Their introduction will confequently ferve to 
render incontrovertible the proof of fuch prac- 
tices; and to demonftrate the folly and dan- 
ger of encountering fo great.a complication of 
deliberate villainy and fyftematick depreda- 
tion, where there muft ever remain fo con- 
fufed a profpect of extrication, with either 
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SUCCESS Of EMOLUMENT. Under the in- 
fluence of fuch reflections as muft naturally 
arife from a knowledge of, and retrofpective 
allufion to, fuch incredible a&s of villainy in 
conftant practice; every reader will be en- 
abled to decide, whether it can poffibly tend 
to the promotion of his PLEASURE, INTER= 
EST or SAFETY, to fufpend any part of 
his property by fuch doubtful dependencies. 
Confcious of no motive for the expofure of 
fuch abftrufe deception and complicated de- 
ftructive villainy, but an anxious contribution 
to the GENERAL Goop ; Iam moft earneftly 
induced to hope the PuRITY of INTENTION 
may lay fome claim to the ftamp of public 
approbation, however deficient my {lender 
_ abilities may have proved in the ExEcu- 
TION. 
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A 

RABIANS, p. 4; 9o. 

Abortion, cafe of, 61. 
Author, anecdote of, 121, 124, 127, 402. 
Alderman an, cofiparative view of, 167. 
Animal Magnetifm, 253. 
Alteratives, 269. 
Agriculture Society, Odiham, 270. 
Aliment, its procefs, 207. 
Adventurer, legerdemain, 35 5: 
Anecdotes, 367. 
Afcot, plate wor 6r.' 
Aliment, of different kinds; 93. 
Authors, a review of, 135. 


B 
Breeding, p. 1. 
Blood Horfes, 4, 316. 
Breeders, northern} 7. 
———-, inconfiftent, 11, 
———-, penurious. 49, 
Bowdrow, 18, 
Blood Stock, current_price of, 24, 


Bracken, remark upen, 31, 213, 219) 253, 255 


Breaking, 105. 
Breakers, intoxication of, 109; 
wets, qualifications, 113° 


INDEX jen 
Bartlet, 157, 161, 182, 213. 
Bleeding, adverted to, 216. 
-Blind Stallions, 7, 36, 40. 
- Blood, the ftate of, 217, 272, 299. 
Bone, confidered, 314. 
“© Black Legs,” who fo called, 387. 
Blindnefs, by hard running, 4+. 


-) by too frequent covering, 41. 
Bar Shoes, remarks upon, 183. 


C 


Cumberland, former duke of, p. 17, 65. 
Cantharides, dangerous ufe of, 44. 
Carrots, great utility of, 95. 
Clergyman, anecdote of, 118, 

Country Farriers, 120. 

Cripples, by fhoeing, 155, 

Corns, caufe of, 171, 173. 

-» cure, 174. 

Cutting, caufe of, 176. ° 

Cleanlinefs, neceflity of, 194, 202. 
Clarke, Mr. remark upon, 217, 272, 340+ 
Cafes, of difeafed eyes, 233. 


Chale, of ftag or fox, 292, 320, 325. 
Chambermaid, liberality to, 372. 
Courts, of law, 379. 

Colt, improvement of, 6g. 


D 
Draft Horfe, Englifh, p. 10, 26. 


Dungannon, 18. 
Dealers, practice of, 107. 
Difpofal, proper mode of, 3816 
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Eclipfe, dam of, p. 17. 

wenn, get of, 18, 20. 
Evergreen, 20. 

Equeftrians, juvenile, 193. 
Exercife, 203, 344. 

———-, comparative view of, 245. 
-, in the metropolis, 250. , 
Eyes, defects in, 144, 295, 348. 
——, lofs of, 193. 

Enemies, to improvement, 99. 


F 


Foaling, proper time of, p. 47, 51. 
Foal, time of mares going with, 55. 
——, brought up by hand, 65. 
Feet, different kinds of, 158. 
Flefhy, footed horfes, 18x. 

Feet, attended to when young, 183. 
Fundaments, artificial, 257. 
Figure, in the field, 291, 323. 
Feeding, 337, 339 356. 

Farmer, a ftory of, 358. 

Fortunes, annihilated, 386. 

« Family the,” defcribed, 387. 


Fired horfes, the caufe of fo many, 109. 


Farriers, ability of, 168. 


G 
Gunpowder, p. 18. 
Gibfon, 135, 157. 
Gentlemen, advice to, 139. 


a 
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Gamblers, 387. 
<senerofity, of Sportfinen, 140. 


H. 
Hunters, Englith, p. 5. 
Herod, King, 20. 
Highflyer, 20, 102. 
Hamilton, Lord Spencer, 40. 
Horfes, ftarting, 115. 
Humours, the effect of repletion, 208, 212, 228. 
Hunters, 289. 
» condition of, 291, choice of, 313. 
Heroes, on horfeback, 188, 327. @ 
Harriers, mentioned, 319. 
Hunter, management of, 321. 
» in the chace, 325. 
» after the chace, 328. 
Hard Riders, mentioned, 367. 
Horfes, feleCtion of, 350. 


Jupiter, p. 18. 

Jerry Sneak, 40. 

Ignorance, of grooms, 239, 294. 
Juvenile Equeftrians, 193. ) 
Inns, defcribed, 351. 

, their figns emblematic, 354, 
Ill ufage in fhoeing, 143. 


K. 
King’s T. the Hon. blind ftallion, p. 39. 


L. 
Leicefterfhire, p. 5, 26. 
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Lincolnfhire, 5, 26. 

Lewenhock, upon Male-Sethen, 41. 
La Folfe, 160, 182. 

Livery Stables, 190, 203. 

Light, advantages of, 201. 

Labour, probable, 251. 

Landlords, defcription of, 352. 

“* Lets go,” its utility, 36a 
Lottery Office Keepers, 383. 
Lamenefs from fhoeing, 166, 169. 


M. 


Mare, fpider legged, *p. 7: 

Marfk, 16, 21. 

Mercury, 18. 

Meteor, 18. 
Milkfop, reafon why fo called, 65. 
Mare, management of, after foaling, 68.. 
» when taken to horfe, 83. 
Medical ftudent, anecdote of, 362. 
Mare, compulfively covered, 54. 

» her time of going with foal, 55. 
Major O’Flaherty quoted, 190. 
Medicines, author’s, follow Index. 
Matches, of the author, 4or, 403. 


N. 
Newmarket, p. 4, 394. 
Northamptonfhire, 5, 26. 
Nutrition, effects of, 85 aS, 
Nitre, its ufe, 241. 
——, its abufe, 243. 
Noble Lord, anecdote of, 384. 
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O. 


Ofiner, quoted, p. 148. 

’s felf-contradition, 16x. 

Oftlers, defcription of, 329, 354, 357: 
, reward to, 372. 

Obligation, mutual, 142. 


Pp. 


Perfpiration, explained, p. 210, 

, its obftruétion, 248. 
Purging, the confiftency of, 296, gor. 
, difference of aétion, 308. 
Purges, mercurial, 311. 
Parliament, petition to, 353, 
Poft horfes, 373. 
Pawnbrokers, 383. 
“* Perfevere and conquer,” 128, 


Q 
Quackery, danger of, p. 239, 
Quixotes, equeftrian, #89. 


R. 


Reftiff horfes, ill ufage of, p. 111, 127, 129,145. 
Rowelling, 253, explained, 256.. 

» anecdote of, 235, 263. 

» inveftigated, 277. 

» conclufion drawn, 283. &c. 

Repletion, and its effects, 189, 191, 208, 338. 
Racing, in the chace, 327. 
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Road horfes, 349. 

» Management of, 365. 

» On a journey, 369. 
Repofitory, local law of, 377. 
Running horfes, number of, 387. 
Riders, alias jockies, 388, 395, 397- 


S. 


Stallions, blind, p. 7, 36, 40. 

» of fafhion, 16, 35, 39. 
———,, Shakefpear, 17. 

» Mat, 37. @ 

Soldier, 18. 

Sweetbriar, 20. 

Sulphur, anecdote of, 60. 
Shoeing, 130. 

Sportfmen, liberality of, 140. 
Smiths, ill ufage of horfes, 143. 
Stabling, 187. 

Stimulus, cathartic, 305. 

Sound, its meaning, (in law) 379. 
Sporting, bankrupts, 383. ‘ 
Swampy, four grafs, 68. 


Te 


Turf, p. 19, refinement of, 107. 
Tradefman, Manchefter, 188. 
Tony Lumpkin, 293. 

‘Twitch, its ufe confidered, 348. 
Turf, the, 382, villainy of, 388 
Trainers, 388. 

~ Tax, minifterial, 387. 
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Training, expenfive, p. 385. 
Turf, integrity, 405. 


Ly, 
Unions, heterogeneous, p. 6, 10. 


V; 


Vertumnus, p. 18. 
Ventilators, recommended, 201. 
Veterinarian education, 270. 


WwW. 


Woodpecker, p. 20. é 
Woodcock, 54. 

Weaning foals, 85, ror. 

Writers, different, review of, 135. 


Avy 


Water and its effects, 248, 330 3395 342, 35 357, 379 373; 


Warm ftables, 356. 
Wignell, anecdote of, 363. 
Waiter, -reward to, 372. 
Weftminfter Hall, 380. 


a. 
Yorkfhire breeders, p, 5, 26. 
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MEDICAL DISPENSURY; 


AND SOLD BY 
Meff. C. and G. KEARSLEY, N° 46, Fleet-Strect, Loudon ; 


Hazard, Bath; Browne, Briftol; Trewman, Exeter; Eafton, 
Salifbury ; Briftow, Canterbury; Sandford, Shrewfbury ; 
Holl, Worcetter ; Raikes, Gloucefter; Clackar, Chelmsford ; 
Hodfon, Cambridge; Newcomb; Stamford; Billinge, Liver- 
pool ; Goadby, Sherborne ;, Gedge, Bury ; Burnham, North- 
ampton; Lawrance and Trafh, Oxford; Gillman, Rochefter ; 

De la Motte, Weymouth; Blakeney, Windfor; Gumm, 
Guildford; Allnutt, Maidenhead; Payn, Saffron Walden ; 
Adams, Loughborough; Phillips, Leicefter ; Norths, Breck- 
nock ; Williams and Co. Swanfea; Cook, Farnham; Nor- 
bury, Brentford; Bailey, Calne; Boult, Egham; Witton, 
Chertfey ; Jackfon, Dartmouth; Liddell, Bodmin; Smith, 
Bedford; Marfhall, Lynn; Fuller, Newbury; Lanyon, 
Leftwithiel; Hedges, Thame; King, Winflow; Newbury, 
Benfon ; Whitgreave, Stourbridge; and one Agent in moft 
Cities and principal Towns, fo foon as an Arrangement of 
fuch Extent can be properly formed. 


Mild Purging Balls, - - - 1s. 6d. each. 
Stronger Dito, - - - 2s. 

Mild Mercurial Purging Balls, - = - 25. 

Stronger Ditto, a - - 2s. 6d. 
Cordial Rhubarb Purging Balls = = _— 28: 6d. 
Purging Balls for Worms —- - -)) 286d. 
Mild Diuretics for Cracks, Scratches, Surfeit, | 


Hidebound or flu€tuating Humours, ‘i 6s. per dozen, \ 
Strongerditto, for perceptible Foulnefs, Defects } ‘ 


of the Eyes, Swelled Legs, and Greafe, 8s. 
Coughs, and to be given after fevere Chaces 
Pectoral 


Peétoral Cordial Balls, for recent Colds or 
8s. 
or long Journies, - = 
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Pectoral Detergent Balls, for Obftinate Coughs, 
or Afthmatic and Thick Winded Hories, an 


Fever Balls, - - 1s. 6d. each, 
Balls for Loofenefs or Scouring = =.) asGd. 

Balls for Strangury, - ~ - 1s, 6d. 

Balls for Flatulent Cholic, or Fret, = - - 25S. 

Balls for Inflammatory Cholic, or Gripes, 2S. 


Bliftering Ointment. for Lamenefs, Spavins, F 
Spletty and Curbs, - 4 | gee De pots 
Embroeation for Lamenefs, or Strains, 2s. 6d. per bottle, 

Alterative Powders, for Cracks, Scratches, d 
Surfeit, Hidebound, Mange, or Greafe, } Te cela 
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T HE almoft unprecedented Portion of Public Favour that has 
fanGtioned the Appearance of « Tue GENTLEMAN’s STABLE 
Directory,” and rendered the Publication of the Ekwenth 
Edition unavoidably neceflary within the Space of Three Years, 
may be candidly confidered the incontrovertible Criterion of {ts 
Utility. The very flattering Marks of Approbation that have 
reached the Author, from fome of the moit diflinguifhed Cha- 
_raéters, added to the prefling Perfuafions of others, equally 
high in the fporting World, have at length influenced him to 
render the Whole a complete Chain of Convenience to the 
Kingdom in general, by the perfonal Preparation of his moft 
efficacious Prefcriptions; a Plan fo evidently calculated to 
eradicate the very Foundation of Empiricat IMPosITIoN 
and Mepican ApuLTERATION, that he cannot indulge a 
Doubt, but the Promotion of a general Good, will be honored 
with the Stamp of Pustrc APPROBATION. 


Mr. Tapiin begs to add his moft grateful Acknowledge- 
ments to thofe Noblemen and Gentlemen, from whom he has 
received Permiffion of Reference for the Efficacy of his Medi- 
cines ; and that every Plan may be adopted to render the Ar- 
rangement more acceptable, he wifhes it to be univerfally known, 
that Gentlemen refiding in remote Parts of the Country, who 
are defirous of keeping a fmall Affortment of Medicines for 
unexpected Emergencies, may always poffefs the Privilege of 
exchanging them for new Preparations at any Seafon of the 
Year, provided the charatteriftic Seal has not been broken. 


OF 


OF 
C. and G. KEARSLEY, +) 
At JOHNSON’s HEAD, FLEET-STREET, 
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The .HilS TO ROY “ots oRRAYN Ke x, 
From the firft Eftablithment of that Monarchy, brought down to, and 
including” 
A complete NARRATIVE of the late REVOLUTION. - 
Res gefte regumque ducumque, & triftia Bella. Hor. 
A new Edition, in Three Volumes, Ofavo. 
Price Eighteen Shillings in boards. 


For Charaéters of the above Work, the Public are referred to the 
Monthly, Analytical, Critical, European, and Englith Reviews. 


The’ H’WsS°T ORY vor R OPE; 


From the Foundation of the City by Romulus, to the Death of Marcus 
Antoninus, 


By the Autuor of the Hisrory of France. 
Res Romana, que ab exiguis profeéta initiis, eo creverit, ut jam magni- 
_tudine laboret fua. Livy. 
In Three Volumes, Oétavo. 


, Price Eighteen Shillings in boards, 


The HISTORY of SPAIN, 
By the Auruor of the Hisrorigs of France and Rome. 
In Three Volumes, O&avo. 
Price Eighteen Shillings in boards. 


LETTERS to the Right Hon. EARL MANSFIELD, from ANDREW 
STUART, Efq. ; 


On the celebrated DOUGLAS CAUSE. 
Price Seven Shillings and Six-pente, fewede 


BOOKS publifhed by C. and G, KEARSLEY. 


Brought down to the prefent Time, and including the Arms of all the 
Peers, and the four Orders of Knighthood; alfo ornamented by a 
ftriking Refemblance of his Majefty in his parliamentary Robes, ele- 
gantly and accurately engraved upon a new Set of Plates, printed ona 
fuperfine Paper, the Letter-prefs alfo on a new Type; being | the 
cheapeft, lateft, and moft complete Work of the Kind extant : 


KEARSLEY’s PEERAGE of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
and IRELAND; 


Containing an Account of the Origin, Honours, Marriages, and Iffue 
of the Nobility ; a Lift of all their Family Names, Titles of elder Sons, 
and Tranflation of their Mottos. 


To which are added, 


The BLAZONRY, an Account of the ORDERS of KNIGHTHOOD, 
an exaét Valuation of each of the BISHOPRICKS, and a complete EX- 
TINCT PEERAGE of the Three Kingdoms, with the ferfeited and 
dormant Titles. 


A new Edition, either in One or Two Volumes. 
Price Six Shillings in boards. 


A SHORT and EASY INTRODUCTION to HERALDRY, 
In Two Parts. 


Part I. Containing the Ufe of Arms and Armoury, Rules of Blazon 


and Marthalling Coats of Armour, with engraved Tables upon a new 
Plan. 


Part II. A Dictionary of Heraldry, with an alphabetical Lift of its 
Terms, in Englifh, French, and Latin: Alfo the different Degrees of 
the Nobility, and Gentry of England, with Tables of Precedency. 


Embellifhed with Thirty-eight Copper-plates, containing upwards of a 
thoufand Examples. . The whole compiled from the moft approved Au- 
thorities. 


_ By HUGH CLARK and THOMAS WORMULL, 
In O&tavo, Price Four Shillings in boards, 


The POETICAL WORKS of SAMUEL JOHNSON, rx.p. 


Containing, London, a Satire, and the Vanity of Human Wiles, 
both imitated from Juvenal; Irene, a Tragedy; The Winter’s Walk; 
The Midfummer’s With; and fundry other Pieces, 


Price Three Shillings in boards. 


Mr. GRAY’s POEMS, with Notes. 
By GILBERT WAKEFIELD, gz. a. 
Price Four Shillings in boards, 


BOOKS publithed by C. and G. KEARSLEY. 


The POETICAL WORKS of DAVID GARRICK, Efq. 
Now firft colle&ted with explanatory Notes. 


ALSO 


A fhort Account of his Life, and the Monody on his Death, written by 
Mr, Sheridan. 


In Two Volumes. Price Eight Shillings in boards. 


A complete Syftem of NATURAL HISTORY, illuftrated by upwards 
of One Hundred Plates, including above Five Hundred Animals, cle- 
gantly engraved, with engraved Title Pages and Vignettes; alfo a 
Frontifpiece, with a Head of Buffon, all defigned by Mr. Burney, 
and elegantly engraved by CuEsHam. 


In Two Volumes, Oétayo. Price Seventeen Shillings in boards. 
BUFFON’s NATURAL HISTORY ABRIDGED, 
Including the Hiftory of 


The Elements, Whirlwinds, | Birds, Fithés, 

The Earth and its | Water-fpouts, Shell Fifth, 
component Parts, | Volcanoes, Lizards, 

_ Mountains, Earthquakes, Serpents, 

Rivers, Seas, Man, Infeéts, and 

Winds, Quadrupeds, Vegetables. 


Though the Natural Hiftory of M. De Buffon is one of the moft 
beautiful Produ@ions of the prefent Age, yet none is certainly better 
calculated for Abridgment. If it contains much ufeful Fa€@ and much 
animated and elegant Defcription, it alfo contains much vifionary Theory 
and much fruitlefs and abfurd Speculatjon. The chief Advantages of 
this Work are, that it gives every ufeful Faét, every beautiful Defcrip- 
tion contained in this Author, and in his own Words, unincumbered by 
falfe Philofophy or abftrufe Speculation. 


Another obyious Advantage is, that what is called the Natural Hiftory 
of M. De Buffon concludes with the Quadrupeds, without including 
either Birds, Fifhes, Reptiles, or Infeéts, The prefent Work contains a 
mott complete Syftem of Ornithology, compiled from the French Volumes 
of our Author, from Willoughby, Latham, Pennant, and Goldfmith, as 
well as a full Account of Reptiles, Fifhes, and Infe&ts, from the moft 
refpectable> Naturalifts. 


The Philofophic Parts are all carefully corre&ted agreeably to the lateft 
Difcoveries, and the-wnfcientific Reader will not be mifled by receiving 
as new the obfolete Philofophy of Forty Years ago. 


{> For the Convenience of thofe who do not choofe to purchafe this 
Work at once, it is to be had divided into Thirty-four Numbers. Price 
Six-pence each, 


The SAME WORK, with the Plates corovrrn, Price Two 
Pounds Eleven Shillings in boards, or in Numbers, One Shilling and 
Six-pence each. 
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- BOOKS publifhed by C. and G. KEARSLEY,. 


LETTERS to MARRIED WOMEN, 
On NURSING and the MANAGEMENT of CHILDRE™. 
By the lae HUGH SMITH, M.D. 


The Sixth Edition, in O&tavo. 
Price Four Shillings in Boards. 


THE GARDENER’S POCKET CALENDAR, 


On a New Plan, alphabetically arranged : 


With the neceffary Direétions for keeping a Garden in proper Order at 
a fmall Expence, and for raifing Flowers in every Month in the Year; 
alfo, for cultivating Vegetables for the Ufe of an Army in Camp or 
Garrifon, 
By RICHARD WESTON, Efq; 


Price Two Shillings and Six-Pence. 


Iluftrated by a coloured Chart Of the Poft Roads, 


A TOUR THROUGH ITALY, 


Containing full Diretions for travelling in that interefting Country, 
with ample Catalogues of every Thing that is curious in ARCHI- 
TECTURE, PAINTING, SCULPTURE, &c. 


Some OBSERVATIONS on the NATURAL HISTORY, and very 
particular DESCRIPTIONS of the four principal Cities; ROME, * 
FLORENCE, NAPLES, and VENICE, with their Environs. 


By THOMAS MARTYN, 8.D.F.R.-s. 


Profeffor of Botany in the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
In Odayo. Price Seven Shillings in Boards. 


. 
A SKETCH OF A TOUR IN SWIZZERLAND, 
Including M. De Sauffure’s Account of his Expedition to the Summit of 
MONT BLANC, 
By the AUTHOR of the TOUR THROUGH ITALY. 
With a Map, Price Two Shillings and Six-Pence. 


THE GENTLEMAN'S GUJDE in his TOUR through FRANCE, 


Containing Obfervations on every interefting or curious Obje&; the 
Expences of travelling ; Diftances of the Towns ; beft Houfes of Accom. 
modation, &c. With a Chart of the Poft Roads. . 


The Tenth Edition. 
Price Three Shillings and Six.Pence, 


BOOKS publifhed by C, and G. KEARSLEY, 
A TOUR TuHrovuct HOLLAND, DUTCH BRABANT, anv tHe 
AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, 
With an accurate Map of the Low Countries. 
By the lace HARRY PECKHAM, Efq; 
The Fourth Edition. 
Price Three Shillings and Six-Pence, 


The BEAUTIES of SHAKESPEARE, 
Alphabetically digefted, with a copious INDEX. 
To which is now added, 
His LIFE, aha a Medallion,of his Profile, and Garricx’s in Shade. 
A new Edition, ornamented with Plates, and improved by a confider- 
able Number of the moft admired Scenes’ in Othello, Romeo and Juliet, 
King Lear, Julius Cefar, Macbeth, Timon of Athens, Henry the Yourth, 
Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth, Richard the Third, Hamlet, é&c. &c. 
Price Three Shillings and.Six-pence fewed, 


= 


The BEA U-T-J-E'S of STERN E. 
* Calculated for the Heart of Senfibility. This Volume contains a 
“pleafing Sele@tion from the Works of that elegant Writer ; among whieh 
* are, The Story of Le Fevre and Uncle Toby, Maria, Shandy’s Bed of 
juftice, Yorick’s Horfe, Corporal Trim’s Brother, the Dwarf, the Pulfe, 
,the Pye-man, the Sword, the Supper, the Starling,.the Afs, Dr. Slop 
and Obatiah, Dr. Slop and. Sufan,; &c. &c. Alfo feveral of his moft 
celebrated Sermons, elegant peer and familiar Letters to his 
Friends. : 
The Eleventh Edition, ornamented with Five new Plates, from the 
Defigns of Mr. NIX ON. 


’ Price Thrée Shillings and Six-pence fewed. 


. 


: . 
The BEAUTIES of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
Confifting of Maxims and Obfervations, Moral, Critical, and Mifcellancous. 


To which are now added, 
‘BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES, 


Sele&ted from the late Productions ef Mrs. Piozzi, Mr: Bofwell, and 
other authentic Teftimonies. 


This Edition is embellifhed with an etching of the Head of Dr. Johnfon, 
taken from the Life about a Month before his Death. 


The Eighth Edition. Price 3s. 6d. fewed. 


The BEAUTIES of the SPECTATOR, TATLER, and GUARDIAN. 
» In: Two Volumes, Twelves. | 
A new Edition, Price Six Shillings fewed, 
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